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casket

Throughout 2010, the York 
Children’s Foundation made 

a difference in the lives of 
many disadvantaged children 

through its many quarterly 
grants with the support  
of the Matthews Casket 

Division and enthusiastic 
funeral directors across the  

United States. These children’s 
charities represent just a small 

fraction of children whose 
lives were improved last year.

Pictured left to right (L-R) are Dale Palmer, Plant Manager,  
Todd Day (15 years), Cynthia Houser (10 years), Daniel Seifer  
(5 years), Margaret Palmer (15 years), Ronnie Snowden  
(10 years), Abigail Harris (15 years), and Scott Wright, Director  
of Manufacturing Metal. 

Making a 
Difference

in 2010

What cancer takes away, Camp Happy Days 
gives back – lots of smiles, laughter and 
the pure carefree joy of being a kid.  It is 
a powerful, life-changing experience that 
helps children fighting cancer live their 
dreams, realize their potential to overcome 
adversity and discover a renewed sense of 
pride and self-confidence.  It is a unique 
unparalleled experience which offers the 
priceless gift of hope, inspiration and the 
will to fight.

Camp Happy Days is a weeklong 
residential summer camp in South Carolina 
for children with cancer and their siblings. 
One of the most important purposes of 
the camp is to create a safe, supportive 

Thanks to the help of four players from the Western New York Physically Challenged Youth 
Sport Organization (WNYYS), the U.S. Paralympic sled hockey team won the gold medal 
at the 2010 Winter Games in Vancouver. Each of these Buffalo-area athletes discovered the 
sport after suffering an accident or developing a disability, either at birth or later in life.

They expressed gratitude to WNYYS for giving them the opportunity to play on the ice 
and compete in the sport they love. In spite of their physical challenges, they competed 
at the highest level in the same venues used by the Olympic Games. The York Children’s 
Foundation has been a long-time supporter of physically-challenged youth sports 
organizations. Matthews is proud of these Paralympians and the part played by the 
foundation in helping them realize their dreams.

Western New York Physically Challenged Youth Sports Organization  

wins the gold

York Children’s Foundation:

camp happy days:  
Providing Hope, Inspiration and the Will to Fight

Celebrating 

Service awards were presented to the 
following Matthews employees at the 
Richmond Metal Casket Assembly Plant  
on November 22.

Service awards were presented to the following 
Matthews employees at the Richmond Metal 
Casket Assembly Plant on January 12.

environment where 
children, who often 
feel scared, isolated 
and alone because of 
their illness, are able 
to connect with others 
who understand what 
they are going through. 
These special friendships 
typically last beyond camp 
and help provide support 
and encouragement when it 
is needed most. The York Children’s 
Foundation is proud to support Camp 
Happy Days and their noble mission of 
helping children.

Pictured left to right (L-R) are Scott Wright, 
Director of Metal Manufacturing, Donald 
Brown (10 years), Carlie Thomas (5 years), 
Kimberly Thompson (10 years), William Wall 
(10 years), Larry Lawson (15 years), and  
Dale Palmer, General Manager of Richmond  
Metal Assembly.

Denny Fish, Metal Casket Product Manager, was presented 
with a 35-year service award on January 7 at the Richmond 
Assembly Plant. Fish (left) is pictured with Scott Wright, 
Director of Metal Manufacturing.

Thanks to the following for their years of dedicated service to 
the Matthews Wood Casket Plant in York, PA.

John Bailey  
35 years of service 
Pictured with Ed Barnhart, 
Yves Allard and Ray Hughes

Craig Schaeffer  
25 years of service 
Pictured with Ed 
Barnhart, Dan Dacheux 
and Ray Hughes

Larry Slenker 
35 years of service 
Pictured with Ray 
Hughes and Kris 
Reifsnyder

Years of Service



corpor ate 

By Ed Meyer

The Bronze Foundry in Australia has moved to a new, modern 
and larger location.  Arrow Bronze was originally located in 
Cheltenham, Victoria, where it remained for more than 40 years.  
The old building was very outdated and 
cramped. They have now moved from 
approximately 12,000 square 
feet to 20,000 square feet in 
the new facility located in 
Dandenong South. 

“The new foundry with 
its state-of-the-art 
technology will provide 
better quality and 
delivery performance,“ 
said Lyn Davis, General 
Manager of Arrow Bronze.   
“The move will allow us 
the opportunity to serve 
our customers better and to 
continue to grow the business.”

It is always challenging to get a foundry 
up and runnng, but commitment from the Arrow Staff, help from 
Fred Martin, a Matthews’ engineer from Pittsburgh, and patience 
from our loyal customers made the job easier.   

By Pauline Stenhouse

Matthews International has closed the 
books on another successful United Way 
Campaign. In 2010, Matthews raised 
$79,138.32 through employee contributions, 
special events and a corporate match from 
the charitable trust. That is a 32 percent 
increase over last year’s total of $60,089.  
There were dozens of incredible prizes 
for donors, including Steelers tickets, an 
overnight stay at the Sheraton Station 
Square, AAA Memberships, Quicksilver golf 
rounds, autographed sports memorabilia 
and gift cards.

Day of Caring was held December 7, 
2010, at the Toys for Tots warehouse in 
Pittsburgh’s Strip District. More than 20 
Matthews employees attended to sort, 
pack and organize toys for the Marines’  
Toys for Tots program. 

Matthews employees who helped with the 2010 Day of Caring:  
(front row L-R) Nick Orell, Melinda Koslik, Leona Ziegler, Sheila Curry, Cindy Abel-Coffman, 
Josh Antinopoulos, (back row) Michael Wurzer (Pittsburgh Cares), Trish Koschak-Preffer, Kathy 
Nemmer, John Standard, Pete Kalemon, Justin Lewis, Jenn Hudson and Ed Meyer.

2010 United Way Campaign
Bronze

Kelly Fisher, Matthews’ receptionist, sits behind the desk at Arrow Bronze 
that features two striking ImageCast™ Plaques. One is a montage of 
Arrow foundry images, and the other is of notable images of Australia. 

Arrow Bronze  
Debuts New Foundry

Thanks to all Matthews 
employees who helped 
out this year, especially 

John Standard, Director of 
Ink Operations MMP, who 

organized the event.

“Thank you to the entire group at 
Matthews International for your 
excellent effort,” said Michael Wurzer, 
Program Assistant of Pittsburgh Cares. 
“Your collective integrity was evident.”

Old Building

& Day of Caring

New Foundry

New Building

Old Foundry
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By Brigid Blaschak

By Dr. Fabrizio Glust

By Nigel Troth

creMation

For the past 25 years, John Schneider, of Floridia, has been Senior Shop Technician of  
Matthews Cremation and its past incarnations, completing all levels of fabricating and  
mastering every area of the plant. 

“John is a company icon. He is always called upon to do the tough jobs that take a lot  
of experience and quality workmanship. His welding and fabrication skills are  
unmatched,” said Billy Pritchett, his supervisor. “John has been a mentor to me and I  
owe a lot of my success to him. His work ethic and dedication to our company has  
helped keep us the leader in the cremation industry.”

John was recently honored with more than 100 other Matthews employees at the 66th Annual Quarter Century Club dinner.  
He traveled to headquarters, where he toured the different divisions and had dinner at the Sheraton Station Square in Pittsburgh. 

After months of planning, researching, 
coordinating and wrestling with legalities, 
Anderson-McQueen Funeral Home in 
St. Petersburg, FL, will be the first in the 
country to offer BIO Cremation. It’s no 
secret that Matthews Cremation Division 
partnered with Scotland’s Resomation Ltd. 

A properly maintained retort burns cleaner 
than the griddles and stoves at most 
fast food restaurants, but when Hope 
Cemetery in Ottawa, Canada, was told they 
had to further reduce emissions from their 
crematory stack, they turned to Matthews 

UK-based Furnace Construction installed 
their first new automatic cremator charging 
machine (aka autoloader) at Wolverhampton 
in England. While powered charging 
machines are nothing new, they have 
generally been based on a manual bier – a 
traditional stand where the deceased are 
placed in state – or require a certain degree 
of manual operation. This new machine is 
designed to be fully automated so larger 
coffins can be safely handled with ease. Like 
people in other parts of the world, Europeans 
are often larger in size and municipalities are 
worried that the manual handling of these 
large coffins can result in injuries.

The charger is rail-mounted with a powered 
traverse and powered charge that is 
adaptable to a range of site conditions to suit 
both single-ended and through cremators. 
The maximum working load is 450 kilograms 
(840 pounds), plus the casket, and there is 
a central slewing ring that allows the top 
carriage to turn 90 degrees. In tests, the unit 
performed well with dummy load weights 
from 65 to 320 kilograms (150 to 700 pounds), 
consistently placing the coffin in the same 
spot every time.

This type of charger works particularly well on 
cardboard coffins as no force is applied to the 
end of the casket, which can cause the casket 
to crumple. The unit can be battery or utility 
powered to suit client needs and available 
with a variety of options, including hand 
pendant controls to replace the fixed push 
button and different voltages to suit different 
countries. Next, is a mobile version of the 
machine, incorporating a powered raise and 
lower facility that can be used all around the 
crematorium for coffin transfer.

While America was preparing for Thanksgiving on November 22 and 23, GEM 
Matthews took a group of clients and colleagues, including plant operators, 
tenants, managers and entrepreneurs of the municipal cremation sector, on a 
tour of their recently built, state-of-the-art crematorium at Sint Niklaas in Flanders, 
Belgium. Opened September 18, 2008, it is one of the most advanced facilities in 
Europe, capable of 18 cremations a day. The facility combines the best of the best 
aesthetically, ergonomically and technologically. 

Director Kris Coenegrachts led  
the group through the modern 
main structure that includes  
three ceremony halls, a restaurant, 
bar and waiting rooms, as well as  
three cremation lines. It was 
designed in a fashion that allows  
families to stay together during  
the process while they wait to  
receive the ashes – a process  
that usually takes no longer than two hours. The crematory is surrounded by a 
green area that includes the cemetery and a building dedicated to the reception 
of the relatives before, during and after the cremation. 

All the technical solutions are designed to reduce the environmental impact  
inside the plant and outside the structure. Every cremation line is equipped  
with an energy recovery system that helps reduce CO emissions. The heat 
recovered is used for the heating of the buildings that include the common  
and technical areas. 

Meet John Schneider

John Schneider with CEO Joe Bartolacci.

BIO Cremation

By Marco Salgado

Minor Abatement Stack

Road Trip to Belgium

GEM Matthews leads a group of colleagues through 
their state-of-the-art facility in Flanders, Belgium.

to be the exclusive dealer of their BIO Cremation units, but collaboration could not be 
announced until wastewater permits were issued. 

Since The Orlando Sentinel interviewed Tony Lombardi, Matthews Division Manager of 
Manufacturing, Service & Repair, the article has brought awareness to this new process 
and helped to make BIO Cremation a brand standard, like Kleenex or Vaseline.

Cremation Division for help. They needed 
an abatement system that would conform 
to the new standards but, because these 
strict regulations are the exception instead 
of the rule, there was nothing currently in 
the marketplace that would fit the bill.

Pooling resources with Matthews’ 
European Division, the engineers worked 
on the ultimate clean stack technology. 
Marco Salgado, Manager of Engineering 
and Product Development, compares the 
product to a Dyson vacuum cleaner. The 
stack creates a centrifuge whereby the 
particles are pulled to the perimeter, where 
they are easily captured. The cleaner air 
continues up the stack.

FCC’s New Loading Table

Tony Lombardi, Division Manager for Matthews 
Cremation, demonstrates a BIO Cremation machine 
during an interview with the Orlando Sentinel.

(aka The Cyclone)

It’s Closer than We Think
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One of the unique features of FCC’s new autoloader is that the carriage can be turned  
90 degrees for easier loading capabilities, even where space is at a premium.



By Stephanie Kaminski
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Marking products

Matthews Marking Products unveils the 
award-winning iDSnet™ software product  
that integrates all marking, coding 
and labeling devices with end-of-line 
packaging equipment to deliver a true 
product traceability solution. 

Matthews’ iDSnet creates a streamlined 
operation for the packaging marketplace. 
Through a centralized control, iDSnet 
ensures that the correct printed code, such 

Marking Products made the holiday season a little jollier for many homeless 
animals in Pittsburgh. The difficult economy has forced many to abandon the 
pets they love.  Over 8,000 dogs, cats and rabbits were surrendered to the 
Animal Rescue League last year alone. On behalf of the Animal Rescue League 
(ARL), a local animal shelter, the employees of Marking Products held a  
fundraiser. Donations poured in, allowing the ARL to help care for these  
animals while they wait for their new homes.

Matthews Pirates Game and Family Tailgate 
Saturday, June 4, 2011

Pittsburgh Pirates vs. Philadelphia Phillies

Presents forSoftware Reduces Coding Errors

as the barcode, date code or lot code, is 
always placed on the correct product at 
the correct time. By networking all coding 
and labeling devices back to a central 
database, product changes are affected 
along an entire production line with one 
simple operator action and expensive 
coding errors are avoided.  

Coding costs can include product recall, 
rework, lost production, wasted materials 

and penalties from customers, as well 
as damage to a company’s brand name. 
Matthews’ iDSnet links multiple coders  
and production equipment on a packaging 
line from one computer (away from the 
production floor), helping to improve  
the performance of the packaging line 
through increased efficiency, reduced  
set-up time, smooth product changeovers 
and eliminating coding errors.

Award-winning 

Save the Date
Brigid Blaschak, Cremation

Some of the items collected by Matthews employees included dog and 
cat food, treats, bones, litter, blankets, tennis balls and toys.



40 Years

Marlin D. Dettinger
York, Casket 2/1/71

35 Years

Maria B. Elias
Casket Distribution Center 
2/1/76

James C. Dentler
York, Casket 2/9/76

25 Years

Albert Orsi
Casket Distribution Center 
2/1/86

Randall C. Cloud
York, Casket 2/17/86

Sandra L. Ferree
York, Casket 2/24/86

Christian A. Kroll
Pittsburgh, Bronze 2/24/86

Michael H. Henry
York, Casket 3/31/86

20 Years

David L. Laughlin
Pittsburgh, Packaging Graphics 
2/11/91

Vanco Atanasov
Arrow 3/18/91

15 Years

Cesar Pequeno
Gibraltar 2/1/96

Daniel F. Reece
Casket Distribution Center 
2/5/96

Jeffrey D. Burris
St. Louis, Packaging Graphics 
2/19/96

Douglas R. Gober
Pittsburgh, Casket 3/1/96

Luann L. Frasier
Pittsburgh, Packaging Graphics 
3/4/96

Russell E. Bateman
Pittsburgh, Marking Products 
3/11/96

10 Years
Justin J. Lewis

Pittsburgh, Bronze 2/5/01

Tonya L. Maddox
Richmond, Casket 2/5/01

Sally A. Dunaway
Casket Distribution Center 
2/12/01

 

John Lehmeier
East Butler, IDL 2/12/01

Steven M. McCloud
Kingwood, Bronze 2/12/01

Darryl F. Broadt
York, Casket 2/19/01

Sondra L. Szuminsky
Pittsburgh, Bronze 2/19/01 

Bradley Good
Arrow 2/26/01

Georgia M. Kalligeros-Zeigler
East Butler, IDL 3/10/01

Raymond J. Carpenter
Pittsburgh, Packaging Graphics 
3/12/01

Mark S. Adkins
Gibraltar 3/26/01

5 Years

Michael E. Jacobs
Casket Distribution Center 
2/6/06

Angel N. Nazario
York, Casket 2/6/06

Deena P. Williams
Casket Distribution Center 
2/6/06

Charles J. Dentler
York, Casket 2/7/06

William L. Ruble
Richmond, Casket 2/7/06

Salomon Georges
Apopka, Cremation 2/8/06

Caroline L. Edwinson
Holjeron 2/13/06

Anthony S. Gladfelter
York, Casket 2/13/06

Timothy W. Kolesar
Pittsburgh, Bronze 2/13/06

Francine Oddy
Matthews Brand Solutions UK 
2/13/06

Andrew Smith
Matthews Brand Solutions UK 
2/13/06

Robert J. Heaton
Pittsburgh, Bronze 2/20/06

Shelton Morris
York, Casket 2/20/06

James K. Mlay
Pittsburgh, Bronze 2/23/06

Vilma Garrity
Matthews Brand Solutions UK 
3/1/06

Dean Leister
Matthews Brand Solutions UK 
3/1/06

Enrique Garcia
Pittsburgh, Corporate 
3/3/06

Alison Nyman
Matthews Brand Solutions UK 
3/6/06

Alton H. Herron
Casket Distribution Center 
3/8/06

Wayne K. Bezant
Casket Distribution Center 
3/13/06

Barbara L. Mudrany
Pittsburgh, Corporate 
3/13/06

Laura J. Dunning
Casket Distribution Center 
3/16/06

Martin J. Hill
Casket Distribution Center 
3/16/06

Anthony J. Manna
Casket Distribution Center 
3/16/06

Russell C. Lodwick
Casket Distribution Center 
3/16/06

Rosa M. Garcia
York, Casket 3/17/06

William Conger
Pittsburgh, Packaging Graphics 
3/20/06

Retirements

Donald O’Connor
Pittsburgh, Bronze 12/1/10

Deaths

Clyde Gilbert
St. Louis, Packaging Graphics 
10/25/10

Wilson T. Snyder
Pittsburgh, Bronze 11/21/10

Nancy Simolo
Seneca Falls, Bronze 
11/21/10

Karl E. Schmidt
Bronze 11/24/10

Armand A. Pulcini
Bronze 12/2/10

Andrew Popovich
Pittsburgh, Packaging Graphics 
12/15/10

Henry C. Smith, Sr.
Pittsburgh, Marking Products 
12/29/10

Carolyn Price
Searcy, Bronze 1/7/11

honor roll
February 1, 2011 - March 31, 2011
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By Dan Martinez

Br and solutions

Matthews Brand Solutions Americas

The MBS Americas team recently brought 
together the creative power of our 
collective design teams to form a group 
that can provide solutions in packaging, 
merchandising and retail strategy. 

The MBS Creative Team, lead by Creative 
Director Bryan Boul, has been providing 
world-class design solutions for clients, 
like Diageo and US Foods, to help 
customers bring their products to market 
faster and with impact.

The current team is located at the 
Pittsburgh facility and looks forward 
to growing another collaborative 
team in Portland to 
meet the needs of 
more great brands.

A Broad Collaboration 


