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Alanna Markle encourages others to embrace 
service.
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Fall of the Wall Events Help 
Us Remember the Past

The German and History clubs at WVU 

held a series of events to commemorate the 

fall of the Berlin Wall, which occurred on 

November 9, 1989. 

From November 2 to 9, 2009, students, 

faculty, staff, and community members 

were invited to add their mark to a Berlin 

Wall exhibit with graffiti supplies in the 

quad between the School of Business and 

Economics and the Life Sciences Building. 

On the final day, the symbolic reconstruction 

was destroyed.

Other events included a forum, entitled 

“Remembering the Fall of the Berlin Wall: 

20 Years After,” given by Diana Kietzmann, 

a social worker from Mecklenburg (former 

East Germany), and Marlies Watermann, a 

social worker from Frankfurt (former West 

Germany), who were exchange participants 

of WVU’s Council on International 

Programs. Katherine Aaslestad, associate 

professor of German history at WVU, who 

lived in Hamburg, West Germany, in 1989, 

also participated, and Deborah Janson, an 

associate professor of German at WVU who 

lived in East Germany in 1987, moderated.

A variety of films were also shown. 

Divided Heaven by Konrad Wolf questioned 

the construction of the Berlin Wall. Robert 

Blobaum, former director of the Slavic 

and Eastern European Studies Program 

at WVU, provided commentary during 

The Lives of Others by Florian Henckel 

von Donnersmarck, which involved the 

monitoring of the cultural scene of East 

Berlin by agents of the Stasi, the East 

German secret police. Good Bye Lenin by 

Wolfgang Becker was about a mother who 

wakes from a coma and her son who tries to 

keep from her the fact that the Berlin Wall 

has fallen.

Students participate in the recreation of the 
fall of the Berlin Wall
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Around the College

Thinking About Our Role 
in the World: Gandhi-King 
Peace Lecture 

The Eberly College presented the 

inaugural Gandhi-King Lecture on 

International Relations and Peace Studies 

this past fall with George A. Lopez, the 

2009-2010 Jennings Randolph Senior 

Fellow with the United States Institute of 

Peace. He explored the relevance of the 

ideas of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin 

Luther King, Jr., as they relate to the 

contemporary issues of terrorism and 

weapons proliferation, and the teaching of 

peace studies.

Lopez is recognized as one of the 

premier peace researchers in the United 

States. He is a founding faculty member 

of the Kroc Institute for International 

Peace Studies at the University of Notre 

Dame, where he holds the Rev. Theodore 

M. Hesburgh CSC Chair in Peace 

Studies. His research interests focus on the 

problems of 

state violence 

and coercion, 

specifically 

economic 

sanctions, 

gross 

violations of 

human rights 

and ethics, 

and the use 

of force.

Lopez wrote and co-edited Winning 

Without War: Sensible Security Options for 

Dealing with Iraq with David Cortright 

and Alistair Millar, and this policy brief 

was called the most influential document 

for those favoring an alternative to war 

with Iraq.

Since 2001, much of his writing has 

been devoted to debates “in the public 

square” regarding ethics and the use of 

force in the global war on terror, Iraq, 

and elsewhere. His commentaries 

have been published in The New York 

Times, LA Times, Chicago Tribune, 

Boston Globe, Christian Science Monitor, 

and Indianapolis Star. In 2005 and 

2006, La Opinion published a series of 

monthly editorials by Lopez. Longer 

essays on these themes have appeared in 

Sojourner’s, America, and Commonweal 

magazines.

The United States Institute of 

Peace is an independent, nonpartisan, 

national institution established and 

funded by Congress. Its goals are 

to help prevent and resolve violent 

international conflicts, promote post-

conflict stability and development, and 

increase conflict management capacity, 

tools and intellectual capital worldwide.

The lecture is an annual event. 

Look for details on the second annual 

lecture this fall on our website, 

eberly.wvu.edu.

Stories from the Front
Captain Shannon Meehan thought 

he was protecting his men and would 

only kill the enemy, but in the ruins of 

an Iraqi strike, he discovered his mistake 

and uncovered a tragedy. To chronicle his 

experiences, Meehan has written Beyond 

Duty: Life on the Frontline in Iraq with 

Roger Thompson, a professor of English 

and fine arts at the Virginia Military 

Institute. 

The Department of History at West 

Virginia University assigns Meehan’s book 

as part of its modern military history 

course, and invited both authors to discuss 

the book and the Iraq War in March.

In Beyond Duty: Life on the Frontline in 

Iraq, Meehan shares a firsthand recount of 

his reality as a lieutenant of a tank platoon 

for the 1st Cavalry Division of the U.S. 

Army in Iraq. One summer day in 2007, 

he ordered a strike that would take the lives 

of innocent Iraqi civilians. The decision 

changed Meehan’s life, and led him to 

write a true story of one soldier’s attempt 

to reconcile what he has done with what he 

felt he had to do. 

“Captain Meehan’s story is an especially 

powerful account of the human experience 

of war. To many Americans, the conflicts 

in Iraq and Afghanistan are so distant that 

they register only as background noise 

in our daily lives, especially given today’s 

economic climate,” said Joel Christenson, 

a doctoral student and instructor in the 

Department of History, whose class reads 

the book. “Meehan’s story serves as a 

reminder that these wars are very much 

ongoing, that they demand a high human 

cost, and that thousands and thousands of 

Americans are sacrificing everything in their 

pursuit.” 

Captain Shannon Meehan

Geroge A. Lopez
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Around the College

Alumni Return to Serve 
as Role Models for Young 
Chemists

To help chemistry students think 

about career choices after graduation, 

WVU hosted the 16th Annual C. Eugene 

and Edna P. Bennett Careers for Chemists 

Program on April 14 at the Erickson 

Alumni Center. 

The Careers for Chemists Program 

acquaints high school, undergraduate, 

and graduate students in chemistry 

with a variety of career opportunities 

by bringing professionals whose careers 

cover a spectrum of choices, including 

medicine, law, forensics, journalism, 

business, government, and academia, to 

campus. 

This year, the department invited T. 

Brent Gunnoe, Jan Steckel, and Aaron 

J. Peoples to discuss the usefulness of 

a chemistry education. They met with 

students in an informal discussion that 

was followed by short presentations, 

a question-and-answer session, and 

reception that was open to the public.

Gunnoe is a professor in the 

Department of Chemistry at the 

University of Virginia in Charlottesville, 

Virginia, whose research focuses on the 

development of new catalysts based on 

transition metal complexes. He also serves 

as director of the Center for Catalytic 

Hydrocarbon Functionalization, funded 

by the Department of Energy’s Energy 

Frontiers Research Centers Program, 

which develops new technologies of 

alternative energy resources. He received 

a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from 

WVU in 1993, and a doctoral degree in 

inorganic chemistry from the University 

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

 Steckel is a research scientist for the 

United States Department of Energy 

at the National Energy Technology 

Laboratory in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Summer Institute on Aging 
Serves Needs of West 
Virginia Seniors

The WVU Division of Social Work and 

the WVU Center on Aging demonstrated 

how practitioners can improve their skills 

by listening to and learning from the people 

they serve at the 32nd Summer Institute on 

Aging (SIOA), titled “In Honor of Wisdom 

and Experience,” held June 8 to 10, 2010, 

at the Lakeview Resort and Conference 

Center in Morgantown. 

Workshops covered a variety of 

practitioner tracks, including adult 

protective services; senior centers; cultural 

competency and diversity; mental health 

and clinical, core practice; and management, 

administration, and policy.

Several community organizations 

sponsored the event, including the West 

Virginia Bureau of Senior Services. Steve 

Burton, director of the Problem Gamblers 

Help Network of West Virginia, aligned 

his agency with the SIOA because the aging 

population has been identified for increased 

risk of developing a gambling problem. 

Nancy Lohmann, director of the Beatrice 

Ruth Burgess Center for West Virginia 

Families and Communities, was proud to 

offer working professionals the opportunity to 

further their skills by sponsoring the keynote 

address given by Graham Rowles, PhD. 

Rowles, a professor of gerontology 

at the University of Kentucky with joint 

appointments in nursing, behavioral science, 

geography and health behavior, is a former 

co-director of the WVU Center on Aging. 

He returned to WVU to share his research 

on the lived experience of aging, which 

explores the changing relationship between 

elders, their environments, and health. 

Currently, he leads the Kentucky Elder 

Readiness Initiative, a statewide project 

that explores baby boom communities, 

and is founding director of the Graduate 

Center for Gerontology at the University of 

Kentucky. 

Other presenters included: Joanne 

Dennison, known as the “The Guidance 

Counselor for Grown-Ups” by those she 

has motivated in personal and professional 

development; Jane Marks, executive director 

of the West Virginia Chapter Alzheimer’s 

Association and state and federal legislative 

activist; and Kristina Hash, PhD, associate 

professor of social work at WVU, who led 

a discussion on the documentary “Healing 

in the Hills,” a series produced by the West 

Virginia Geriatric Education Center, West 

Virginia Seniors, and West Virginia Public 

Broadcasting.

Participants were approved for varying 

continuing education contact hours 

for licensed social workers, professional 

counselors, and nurses through the WVU 

Division of Social Work and the WVU 

Center on Aging. 

Visit www.wvsioa.org to learn more 

about the Summer Institute on Aging.

Graham Rowles, and Professor Nancy 
Lohmann

 Joanne Dennison
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She is working on the development of ab 

initio-based polarizable and non-polarizable 

classical force fields, and serves as secretary 

of the Theoretical Subdivision of the 

American Chemical Society. She graduated 

summa cum laude with a bachelor’s degree 

in chemistry from WVU in 1995, and 

earned a doctoral degree in computational 

chemistry from the University of Pittsburgh 

in 2001. 

Peoples is a manager of Natural 

Products at NovoBiotic Pharmaceuticals 

in Cambridge, Massachusetts, a start-up 

biotech company focused on antibiotic 

drug discovery using previously uncultivable 

microorganisms as sources of novel 

compounds. He began his career there 

as an entry-level chemist. He received a 

bachelor’s degree in chemistry from WVU 

in 2004, and earned a master’s degree in 

Defining a National 
Standard

Donald Hall, chair of the 

Department of English and Jackson 

Distinguished Chair of British Literature, 

will assist the American Council on 

Education (ACE) on the Common Core 

State Standards Initiative for improving 

English language arts in grades K-12. 

Hall was appointed by the ACE 

and the Modern Language Association 

(MLA) to the ACE/MLA English 

Language Arts Standards Review Panel 

made up of distinguished members of the 

English profession who will assess how 

well newly released standards describe 

the knowledge and skills they believe are 

necessary for college readiness. 

“The Common Core State Standards 

Initiative will be the first set of national 

standards established compared to 

organic chemistry from the University of 

Wisconsin in 2006. 

 The event was sponsored by the C. 

Eugene Bennett Department of Chemistry 

and the Eberly College of Arts and 

Sciences. The program was created as part 

previous standards developed at state 

and local levels,” said Hall. “We hope 

our recommendations will provide 

parents and school systems with common 

expectations for college-bound students 

across the country.” 

Hall explained that while this won’t 

be a set of strict rules or guidelines, it will 

allow for some degree of standardization 

and understanding of how students in 

West Virginia are prepared for what 

out-of-state universities expect. The 

initiative recognizes the reality of high 

school students choosing colleges across 

the nation rather than just in their home 

state.

The Common Core State Standards 

Initiative is a result of governors and 

state commissioners of education from 

across the country committing to join a 

state-led process to develop a common 

core of state standards in English-

language arts and mathematics for grades 

K-12. These standards will be research 

and evidence-based, internationally 

benchmarked, aligned with college and 

work expectations, and include rigorous 

content and skills. 

The initiative is a joint effort by 

the National Governors Association 

Center for Best Practices and the 

Council of Chief State School Officers in 

partnership with Achieve, ACT, and the 

College Board. 

of an endowment established by the 

Bennetts in 1994 in the amount of $1.6 

million. C. Eugene Bennett received a 

bachelor’s degree in chemistry in 1949 

and a master’s degree in 1951 from 

WVU.
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Descending into the once silver-rich 

mines of the infamous Cerro Rico 

(Rich Mountain) in Potosí, Bolivia, you 

get a sense of complete claustrophobia as you 

move lower and lower, finally crawling on 

hands and knees through the carved passage-

ways that lead to the lowest shafts. The heat 

reaches unbearable temperatures as you near 

the mountain’s volcanic core. During Spanish 

colonial times, the Cerro Rico overflowed with 

silver mined by the cartload by native slave 

laborers but now it is practically devoid of 

silver. Despite that fact, generations of native 

laborers still descend into the mines to scrape 

a livelihood off bare rock.

Two of the workers my friend and I 

encountered in the mine were hunched in 

a jagged hole, chipping away at bits of rock 

with small, pointed hammers. In the dark-

ness we could barely see their faces. The 

guide asked them their ages. The first was 

19, and had been working in the mine for 

five years; the second was 15, and had been 

entombed there at 13, an age when many 

of us were feeling sorry for ourselves if we 

did not get a PlayStation II for Christmas.  

In his eloquent article, “Why We Travel,” 

Pico Iyer says, “I know that I travel in large 

part in search of hardship – both my own, 

which I want to feel, and others’, which I 

need to see . . . Travel is the best way we have 

of rescuing the humanity of places, and saving 

them from abstraction and ideology.”

During my time in Bolivia, the poorest 

country in South America, I found this 

quote to be overwhelmingly true. For 

many college students, study abroad and 

independent travel are an incredible op-

portunity to enhance our education and 

experience the world we learn about in the 

classroom. 

Travel to other countries takes us to 

beautiful and inspiring locales. However, as 

we venture beyond our own backyard from 

developed American and European cities 

to the rural dirt roads of underdeveloped 

nations, we must face many unpleasant 

truths. In many cases, these are truths that 

we knew existed – we see statistics about 

global poverty and homelessness, and im-

ages of severely malnourished children on 

television. We read and hear about climate 

change and impending water shortages on 

what seems to be a weekly basis. Putting 

our feet on the ground makes statistics 

come alive. 

So while it can be very inspiring to 

discover new places in the world (and thus 

in ourselves), it is demoralizing and heart-

breaking to face bitter facts like these: there 

are over 1.2 billion people in our world 

who live on less than a dollar a day, 5,000 

children die every day of treatable water-

borne illnesses, there are up to 27 million 

women and girls enslaved in sex trafficking 

. . . the list goes on and on.  

After witnessing the scene in the mine 

and feeling the sense of hopelessness that per-

meated that dark hole, I felt an overwhelm-

ing sense of hopelessness about my ability to 

make any difference in the world. What can 

one person do in the face of such poverty? 

How could I choose to devote myself to a 

single cause when there are thousands more 

all worthy of my time and attention?  What is 

the point of even trying to change the world 

when my own imprint will likely be neither 

visible nor memorable?

I believe that this is a sentiment many 

of us feel as we are made aware of serious 

national and global issues, and looking at 

images and statistics can be as discourag-

ing. I realized, though, that as a student 

of international development and an em-

powered global citizen, there was no sense 

at all in giving up hope. Instead, there are 

two central truths about service that we 

must face: one, we need to accept our own 

limitations, and two, we must recognize 

and embrace our own endless opportuni-

ties to make this beautiful world we live in 

a better place for others.

Primarily, when seeking a service op-

portunity or an issue to try and tackle, it is 

necessary that we recognize our own limits 

as an individual or even as an organization. 

Recognizing limits means setting goals that 

are reasonable and achievable without hav-

ing an overly-idealistic idea of what we can 

by Alanna Markle
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accomplish, otherwise any end result will 

be seen as a disappointment rather than an 

accomplishment and we will be less likely 

to continue even worthwhile efforts. We 

have incredible potential to reach out and 

change lives, but we cannot save the world 

as singular individuals; there is always 

someone who we did not reach, but that is 

not where our focus should be.

Second, being born in the United States 

gives us an incredible opportunity to make 

our own individual global impact. By virtue 

of our status as Americans, we have inher-

ited a certain amount of “social capital” that 

most people will never have. Even the poor-

est Americans have infrastructure – technol-

ogy, facilities, communication networks, 

government institutions – that facilitates 

opportunities that the young Bolivian min-

ers I met could never dream of. It is these 

advantages that make us more capable of 

changing the world than we realize.  

In harnessing these networks, we have 

unlimited resources and access to global 

movements that are going on right now all 

over the world – a very exciting opportu-

nity for everyone! Just on the West Virginia 

University campus we have chances every 

day to become more educated in classes 

and at lectures, to join campus organiza-

tions that have a mission to work for a 

better world, attend fundraising and aware-

ness events that contribute to a myriad of 

causes, and more. All you have to do is put 

yourself out there and find your passion.

As individuals working together we can 

collectively change the course of the future, 

and if we each played our own part, imag-

ine what a world this could be! So do not 

be discouraged by incomprehensible sta-

tistics and heart-wrenching stories, instead 

look around for chances to make your own 

small impact in your own community and 

across the world. Feel good about your 

accomplishment even if it seems small in 

the face of a troubled world, because any 

positive effort is a change for the better, 

and the world could use your help.

Alanna Markle is a Morgantown native 

and rising senior in the Honors College at WVU, 

where she is pursuing a double major in politi-

cal science and international studies with a 

focus in development and a minor in Spanish. 

She is the oldest of seven full, half, and step 

siblings, and works part-time as a server at the 

Richwood Grill, as well as engaging in a number 

of extracurricular activities at WVU.  

Markle’s first experience abroad was a 

yearlong exchange in Brazil with Rotary In-

ternational, which sparked her love for Latin 

America. Her semester in Bolivia was spon-

sored by Amizade, a nonprofit organization 

that hosts service-learning trips for students in 

many sites around the world. In addition to 

academic studies, Amizade students engage in 

regular community service work while abroad.

Following graduation, Markle hopes to 

attend law or graduate school and to work for 

either the government or for a nongovernmental 

organization that deals with development studies 

and implementation in Latin America. 

Vox
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6° of Separation
Amizade’s Third Annual Water Walk 

for Women’s Rights was held at WVU on 
April 10. The event raised funds for water-
harvesting systems in Amizade’s partner 
site in Tanzania, where women and children 
often walk up to four hours a day just to col-
lect water for their daily needs.  

Alanna Markel was a participant and 
organizer for the event. This is the first year 
Amizade has hosted a Walk on the West 
Virginia University campus.

To learn more about Amizade’s global 
service programs visit, amizade.org. 



“Can you feel it?!” 
said the guy on the porch. At first, it was just 
another beautiful early morning on the island, 
with turquoise waves crashing against the cliff 
wall and a balmy breeze. What I felt was hap-
piness and the laid-back atmosphere. Then, 
I did feel it … at first, quick bursts of energy 
and then a gentle rocking of the earth beneath 
my feet, which quickly gave way to all out 
swaying. It was an earthquake: my first. 

“Wow! Does this happen often?! This is 
so cool,” my business partner and I said. And 
then, realization: I’m on a tiny island jutting 
up into the middle of a big ocean. “Are there 
tsunamis here?” we asked the owner of the 
small inn where we were staying. The answer 
he gave was no, but reality hit when he 
returned from a short trip up the road saying 
the airport runway was under water. It was 
September 26, 2009, and the first wave of a 
tsunami had just hit American Samoa. 

The first question most people ask when 
they learn I experienced the tsunami is what 
were you doing there, of all places? It has been 
my privilege to work with the people of 
American Samoa and other Pacific Island 
nations for several years. First in my role as  
a  public health adviser for the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention in their 
Division of Cancer Prevention and Control 
and now as the co-owner and vice president 
of a public health consulting company, 
Strategic Health Concepts. 

In my role as a consultant, along with 
my business partner Karin Hohman, I work 
with a variety of government, nonprofit 
and for-profit organizations to help them 
achieve their goals in public health program 
planning, implementation, and evaluation. 
We specialize in assisting organizations with 
strategic planning and in managing their 
organizational growth and development. If I 
were to think of all our clients as children we 
work with to grow and make self-reliant, then 
the Pacific Island jurisdictions are my favorite 
children: the people we work with there are 
kind, smart, and resourceful and have a great 

sense of humor as well as a passion for what 
they do. And there is much to do. 

We were in American Samoa to help the 
American Samoa Community Cancer Coali-
tion and the Department of Public Health’s 
Comprehensive Cancer Control Program 
move forward with continuing to implement 
a comprehensive cancer control plan that 
addresses the full continuum of cancer care, 
from prevention to survivorship, and identi-
fies priorities in addressing American Samoa’s 
unique cancer burden. This was our third trip 
there and we had only just begun our work 
when the tsunami hit. Generally speaking, the 
earthquake and tsunami came at a bad time 
as it was the same week that one of the tuna 
canneries closed, leaving many who worked 
in the island nation’s second-largest industry 
without jobs – roughly 2,000 people. If there 
is anything good about the timing, the earth-
quake and tsunami did hit when the roads 
were not packed with cars and makeshift 
buses, as they would be one half-hour later 
when people were making their way to work 
from the villages along the one main road 
circling the island. 

The day that followed was eerie. The 
weather was beautiful, but the tranquility of 
the island was shattered as rescue teams with 
sirens blaring tried to reach those who were 
injured amongst the mass exodus of people 

making their way to higher ground, fearing 
additional shocks and killer waves. The first 
tsunami wave hit about 15 minutes after the 
earthquake, and while many knew to head 
to higher ground right away, many did not 
have time. There was no siren or tsunami 
warning system. As is the case after most 
natural disasters, there was chaos and a lack of 
information about the extent of the damage. 
Electricity and phone lines went down, leav-
ing many parts of the island cut off for some 
time that day, and in some areas for weeks to 
come. We managed to get e-mails off to our 
families saying we were okay and heading to 
higher ground, which was quite lucky because 
it would be some time before we would be 
able to talk with our families in person. The 
good news – we were unharmed, the place we 
were staying was intact, and it appeared that 
the airport was not too badly damaged. We 
would be able to leave on the next scheduled 
flight out, one of the two flights going to 
and from the island each week. However, the 
devastation to the American Samoan people 
was unprecedented. 

In fact, it was the strongest earthquake 
recorded worldwide in 2009, at a magnitude 
of 8.1. Tsunamis generated by the earthquake 
that day killed 192 people in American 
Samoa, Samoa, and Tonga. Having seen the 
devastation, it seems a miracle that only 34 

Health Care a World Away:
                     Working with the People of the Pacific
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people in American Samoa were among the 
dead. As we left the island late in the night 
on October 1, we knew we would be back to 
finish our work. And we knew that the health 
challenges in American Samoa just got more 
difficult. Not that delivering health care in the 
Pacific is ever easy. 

The U.S.-associated Pacific Islands consist 
of three Flag Territories – American Samoa, 
Guam, and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands – and three Freely 
Associated States – the Federated States of 
Micronesia (which includes the states of Yap, 
Pohnpei, Kosrae, and Chuuk), the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of 
Belau (also known as Palau). Between my 
business partner and me, we’ve travelled to 
all but one of these nations. The area covered 
by these island nations is vast, covering five 
time zones and crossing the International 
Date Line. The area, though mostly ocean, 
stretches across an area that is twice the size of 
the continental United States. The total popu-
lation is approximately 450,000.

Each island nation is unique, with varying 
political systems, languages, and cultures. 
American Samoa itself is a study in contrasts: 
miniscule seashells washed up on a tiny 
“beach” 15 feet above the ocean and huge 
fruit bats as large as bald eagles. There is a 
governor and a legislature, called the Fono, 
yet there is also a system of village “mayors” 
or chiefs who preside over their own village’s 
system of decision-making, including use of 
communally owned land. 

American ties to the region are compli-
cated at best. American Samoa, Guam, and 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands are territories, just like Puerto Rico, 
and their citizens are U.S. citizens; however, 
they cannot vote in U.S. elections. Amercan 
Samoa and Guam are represented in Congress 
by nonvoting members. All the Flag Territory 
citizens are eligible for Medicaid and 
Medicare, but those of the Freely Associ-
ated States are not. 

The Freely Associated States are sovereign

nations with representation in the United 
Nations. These nations have separate com-
pacts with the U.S. government that allow 
them to participate in some U.S.-sponsored 
programs, such as grant health programs. For 
the most part the funding provided by the 
United States through the compacts has been 
dwindling. Early on, U.S. interests in these 
islands centered on their strategic locations, 
especially in times of war. Now, strategic loca-
tion is still part important – for example, one-
third of the land on Guam is controlled by 
the U.S. military – but U.S. commitment to 
ensure the health and well-being of the people 
in the Pacific has increased. It is a delicately 
balanced codependence. 

The issue I most often work on in 
the Pacific Islands is cancer. Many people, 
including my public health colleagues, are 
surprised to find out that the United States 
tested nuclear weapons in the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands in the 1950s. Cancer rates 
are significantly higher in this area. There 
is only one oncologist in the whole Pacific 
region and no radiation oncology facilities. 
Chemotherapy services are available but only 
on two of the islands. Most cancer care is 
done off island, in Hawaii, the Philippines, 
New Zealand, or the mainland United States. 
The flights are long and expensive. But it is 
not all bad news. 

With funding and assistance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
and the University of Hawaii, all of the U.S.-
associated Pacific Island nations, including the 
states of the Federated States of Micronesia, 
have developed comprehensive cancer control 
plans, programs, and coalitions of diverse 
partners to help with implementation of the 
plans. They are making strides. The people of 
the Pacific know that acting alone as individu-
al nations will not make a dent in their cancer 
burden. So they have joined together to create 
a regional cancer plan that, if implemented, 
will benefit all of the islands. 

Things are improving in American Samoa. 
The people immediately began rebuilding 

homes, bridges, and lives. The loss of 275 
homes in the tsunami was a huge blow, but 
with the help of private and government as-
sistance, including the United States through 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
the people of American Samoa are moving 
forward. 

We are going back to help with a new 
program they just received funding for, fo-
cused on physical activity and nutrition. And 
we’ll pick up where we left off with helping 
the American Samoa Community Cancer 
Coalition implement their priorities to ad-
dress the burden of cancer. I never imagined 
when I was completing my master’s in public 
administration at West Virginia University 
that I would be working on cancer issues a 
world away, in the Pacific. But I wouldn’t 
trade my tsunami experience or my career for 
anything. I urge you to learn more about our 
fellow citizens in the Pacific region. And if 
you get the chance, go. Be ready to gain more 
than you give. And make sure you make plans 
for the next time, because you’ll be back. 

Leslie Given is co-owner and vice president 
of Strategic Health Concepts, Inc. a national 
consulting company based in Atlanta, Georgia, 
and Denver, Colorado. Prior to joining SHC, 
Given was a team lead for the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, the Division of 
Cancer Prevention and Control, Comprehensive 
Cancer Control Branch in Atlanta. She was 
with the CDC for nearly ten years, working pri-
marily in the area of comprehensive approaches 
to cancer prevention and control, colorectal 
cancer initiatives, and in national partner-
ship development. She was instrumental in the 
development and growth of CDC’s National 
Comprehensive Cancer Control Program and in 
the establishment of CDC’s Colorectal Cancer 
Screening Demonstration Program. 

Given, a WVU alumna, received a BA de-
gree in English, with a minor in political science, 
in 1989. She received her MPA, with a con-
centration in health administration, in 1992. 
She lives in Roswell, Georgia, with her husband 
Steve Russell. She grew up in Upper Glade, West 
Virginia, and travels back “home” as often as she 
can to visit family and friends.  
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ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
OF ENGLISH KATY RYAN 
is planning a prison break.

She and several other WVU students 

and community members are grouped 

around a table with files, pens, paper 

bags, and packing materials, but they are 

not sketching out an elaborate and daring 

escape. They are packing books. 

She and the others in the room are 

members of the Appalachian Prison Book 

Project (APBP). Since its inception in 2004, 

the organization founded by Ryan has 

collected 6,000 books and periodicals for 

men and women in prison in West Virginia, 

Virginia, Maryland, Ohio, Kentucky,    

and Tennessee. 

Each of us has probably spent a lost 

weekend locked in the house devouring a 

stack of novels, crime fiction, or the latest 

bestsellers on the New York Times nonfiction 

title list (depending on our personal 

reading proclivities). 

I know I have walked into my neighbor-

hood Barnes & Noble, gotten lost in the 

aisles, and then emerged into the light of day 

with mild sticker shock having dropped a 

bundle on a stack of books. Of course, the 

shock always dissipates when I think about 

the prospect of getting lost in the world of my 

new treasures. 

Even if one doesn’t have the resources for 

the (in my case bank-breaking) trip to the 

bookstore, we all have access to the wonderful 

WVU libraries or our community libraries. 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
OF ENGLISH KATY RYAN
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“How many a man 
has dated a new era 
in his life from the 
reading of a book.”

—Henry David Thoreau

The funding of libraries, I think, is one of 

the great accomplishments of our govern-

ment and a wonderful benefit of being an 

American. I cannot imagine my life without 

the inspiration, nourishment, and escape of 

books and reading and I bet most of you can’t 

either. Imagine how sweet those few hours of 

reading are to someone in prison.

This spring, the Appalachian Prison Book 

Project shipped its 5,000th free book to an 

inmate. 

APBP, which grew out of Ryan’s 

graduate course on prison literature, is now 

composed of undergraduates, graduate 

students, service-learners from the WVU 

Center for Civic Engagement, faculty, 

staff, and community members who work 

together to respond to individual requests 

for books. In addition to the primary work 

of putting books in the hands of imprisoned 

readers, APBP builds important connections 

between people involved in literacy efforts, 

prison reform, and violence prevention.

“One of every 100 adults in the United 

States is in prison, and West Virginia’s prison 

population is expected to grow. We’re talking 

about a large population that in most cases 

will re-enter society at some point,” said Mark 

Brazaitis, associate professor of English and 

an APBP member, who believes the power 

of a book to transform a life shouldn’t be 

underestimated.

In fact, a report by the National Institute 

of Justice to the US Congress states that 

prison-based education is the single most 

effective tool in reducing recidivism.

Run from a tiny, former bedroom in a 

historical home owned by the Morgantown 

Public Library, the organization is primarily 

funded by an annual West Virginia Public 

Service Grant that covers mailing costs and 

support for a part-time graduate assistant, 

Heather Frese. This year the program 

received $5,200. In addition to the grant, 

the APBP relies on gifts of books from 

community members and funds raised 

from various annual bake sales, readings, and 

local concerts to fulfill its mission. 

Requests from prisoners range from the 

simple to the sophisticated, as evidenced by 

two recent letters from inmates.

“Thank you so much for sending me a 

book that was exactly what I requested. You 

might recall that I wrote to say I’m the proud 

owner of the complete works of William 

Shakespeare but wanted some help under-

standing it. You provided me with a book that 

gave an in-depth analysis of Hamlet, Othello, 

King Lear, and Macbeth! BULLSEYE!”

Petersburg, Virginia
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“Please send me an elementary 

dictionary. I am learning to read. Also, 

please send me a large-print Bible. I am 

diabetic and losing my eyesight.”

Whiteville, Tennessee 
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Ryan says that APBP can’t keep up 

with the approximately 120 requests per 

week that the organization receives.

“The response to the project has been 

overwhelming. The positive impact is evi-

dent in every letter we receive,” said Ryan.

APBP’s immediate needs include 

books about diabetes and HIV/AIDS 

and brown paper bags for packing 

books. Other genres that are popular are 

mysteries, poetry, religious texts, novels, 

dictionaries, thesauruses, and history. 

Ryan also needs hands on deck for 

packing parties and help organizing the 

annual fund-raising activities. 

“This program combines my belief in 

social justice and love of literature,” said 

Ryan. “I have great faith that the APBP 

can create the catalyst for a new era in 

these prisoners’ lives.”

To become a part of the Appalachian 

Prison Book Project, contact Katy Ryan at 

kohearnr@mail.wvu.edu.

Books for the Project can be dropped 

off at Room 100 Colson Hall on the 

downtown campus. 
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Zac Comie, Mark Brazaitis, Heather Frese, Cari Carpenter, and Katy Ryan at 
Garlow House, home of the Appalachian Prison Book Project office. 
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Inmates Speak
“I am a mother of three and I need the following: Parenting, Parents, Child, Family 

Fun, Family Circle, Working Mother, etc. in magazines. Old is fine . . . potty 

training—anything for 2 to 5 years old—help!”            
                Virginia

“I stayed up and read the book all night. I really did enjoy the book and I thank 

you again. I love reading . . . I have one more request, for a Scrabble dictionary that 

would stop a lot of fighting here, when they are playing the game.” 

West Virginia 

“Since I am in a 9 × 2 cell 24/7 with no television or Walkman, I have very little to 

do but read … I sleep 18 to 24 a day, give or take a few. And I have nine years to 

go. So, I want to learn a few things.” 
Virginia 

“I received your book, To Kill a Mockingbird, one week ago today. It was an 

excellent book, one I had never read before. I was unaware of all the awards it had 

won, which made the reading all the more enjoyable. I have passed the book along 

to another already, and look to continue so until I donate it to our library.” 
Ohio

“I was quite surprised, and very pleased, to hear back from you so quickly . . . I 

have passed the first book I received on to two others so far, and plan to do so until 

the cover falls off! (The library here can fix it up when I donate it.) I am thrilled to 

hear that you are hoping to start up a pen-pal program! As a child growing up in 

the suburbs of Cleveland, our neighbors were of West Virginia descent. The best 

neighbors I have ever had!” 

Ohio

“I love to read but due to a lack of finances, I cannot order books from a publishing 

house. I greatly admire James Herriot and I have a hard time finding his work.” 

Maryland

 “As an inmate doing time I pass my time by reading because it keeps me out of 

trouble and it opens my mind to new things. When I get in to a good book I am 

transported away from this place to the places in the books. I read about two to 

three books a week.” 
West Virginia 

“I was advised to contact you regarding receipt of ‘puzzle books.’ . . . I have been 

confined for more than 35 years and this is the first such organization that I have 

known, or heard of, that provides any type of books to inmates. Most of my family 

members have passed away during my confinement.” 
Virginia 

“I am 41 years old and I am trying to get my GED since I never went to 

school. I want to better myself and be a more prepare [sic] person. I think that 

it never is too late.” 
Pennsylvania
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Imagine being a parent of a child who is unable to speak, and 

knowing that there is not a lot of help available to her. Being unable 

to communicate is one of the most frustrating things a person can 

feel, and it is a very real problem for many children with autism.

The methods used by behavior analysts have been empiri-

cally proven to help autistic children with their behavior and 

communication deficiencies. There are only nine practicing 

certified board behavior analysts in West Virginia, while 

there are over 1,000 documented cases of autistic children in 

the state, according to fightingautism.org.

there are such limited resources 

in the state,” said Claire St. Peter Pipkin, 

coordinator of the Behavior Analysis for Teachers 

Program. “As more teachers become educated about 

the methods of behavior analysis, they will in turn be 

able to help other teachers, producing a generative effect.”

“I entered the program because I think it is a great 

opportunity, not only to advance my own knowledge base, 

but to bring the techniques to our general education and special 

education teachers. As the economy worsens and more parents 

are forced to work when they can, behaviors and issues for 

children can arise. It is nice to know how to help children and 

classroom teachers with issues in a constructive manner,” said 

Caron Vilasuso, special educator at Mountainview Elementary 

School in Morgantown.

Eight teachers from Monongalia County are currently 

enrolled in the four-semester program and will be the first 

round of students to graduate in the summer of 2010. After 

completing the course work, the teachers will be eligible to 

take the exam to become fully-certified behavior analysts.

“This program is unique because instead of the teachers having 

to enroll in graduate classes at a university, we are able to go to 

them,” says Pipkin.

The teachers began the five-course program in summer 2009, 

where they attended class for two-and-a-half-hours every day. 

When school is in session, they have class once a week, along 

with working on completing the 750 hours of their required 

practicum. During the practicum they must demonstrate 

what they have learned in class under the supervision of 

program instructors.

Kara Samaj, special education coach for Monongalia County schools and 
Caron Vilasuso, special education teacher at Mountainview Elementary, 
participate in behavior analysis certification training.

At the end of the summer, the number of practicing board-

certified behavior analysts in the state will be almost doubled, 

thanks to the board certification program Behavior Analysis 

for Teachers, created by the WVU Department of Psychology.

“It’s heart wrenching when I get calls from distressed 

parents, asking me if I know who can help their children when 

by Elyse Petroni 
Photos by M. Greg Ellis and Dan Friend
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A New Behavioral Analysis Program 
                           Helps Train West Virginia Educators
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Resources for Families Affected by Autism*

Autism Society of America: They support research and programs and 
provide tips, help with living with autism, autism news, resources, and 
even sensory-friendly film showings. www.autismsociety.org

Autism Speaks: This organization is promoting public education as well 
as research for a cure. They include information on early signs as well as 
additional information, report on autism in the news, sponsor walk events, 
and offer family support through social networks and outreach. www.
autismspeaks.org

TalkAutism: With a database of professionals, a place for those seeking 
help to reach out with their requests, and online presentations offering 
information on a variety of topics, this group offers support for parents 
and caregivers. www.talkautism.org

Organization for Autism Research:This group was organized by 
parents and grandparents with autistic children and focuses on educating 
parents, teachers, and caregivers about autism through applied science. 
www.researchautism.org

National Autism Association: Educating and empowering families 
while funding research for autism are the goals of this organization. Learn 
about research projects, find help for families, and more. This site also has 
grants to help alleviate the financial burden of autism. www.nationalau-
tismassociation.org

The Arc of the United States: This national group offers information 
and support for families and adults living with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities and has local chapters that offer services such as 
advocates to attend ARD meetings at your child’s school, case manage-
ment services, and respite care. www.thearc.org 

Support and Social Networks
Parent to Parent USA: This nationwide organization has local chapters 
that link parents with other parents who have children with similar medical 
or behavioral issues. They have a section specifically for autism spectrum 
disorders. www.p2pusa.org

Moms Fighting Autism: Create your own profile to meet others or 
browse through the posts on this social network of mothers fighting 
autism. www.momsfightingautism.com

Autism Parents: This site is specifically for single parents who have a 
child or children on the spectrum and offers a place for support and social 
connection. www.iheartsingleparents.com/group/autismparents 
*Excerpt from “100 Useful Sites, Networks, and Resources for Parents of 
Autistic Children” by Meredith Walker.

Claire St. Peter Pipkin in the lab at the WVU Life Sciences Building.

6° of Separation
Claire St. Peter Pipkin received the 2010 Eberly College 
Outstanding Service Award for her leadership role in the 
creation of the Behavior Analysis for Teachers Program. 

Mike Mays, professor of mathematics, also received the 
award for service for his contributions to K-12. He serves as 
director of the Institute for Math Learning, which provides 
math education services to approximately 1,500 high school 
students in West Virginia. Additionally, Mays works closely 
with the West Virginia Department of Education to develop 
math education plans.

The program maintains a partnership with the Monongalia 

County School District and classes meet at Mountainview 

Elementary. Though the program is open to all teachers, 

it is competitive, and only top candidates are selected for the 

rigorous course work.

The methods used by behavior analysts are the only  

empirically based mechanisms that are proven to help    

children with autism. The behavior analysis program at 

WVU is working to make those resources more available.

To learn more about the program, contact Claire St. Peter 

Pipkin at claire.stpeterpipken@mail.wvu.edu. 
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Mike Mays in the Math Institute Laboratory.
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by Ashley Wells

 A SAFER COMMUNITY: 
VISUALIZING
Grant Money 
Allows for 
Crime Mapping 
Collaboration

allows our officers to deal with problems 

proactively,” said Scott. 

His University counterpart, Chief Bob 

Roberts added, “I’d rather prevent a crime 

and not have a victim than solve a crime. 

If you’re out at 3:00 a.m., in an altered 

state, alone, or with strangers, then you’re 

putting yourself at risk, and that’s our 

biggest challenge.”

The idea for this partnership arose from 

a class that has been taught at WVU since 

2006. Crime Mapping and Geographic 

Profiling is an upper-division course taught 

to both undergraduate and graduate 

students. According to Elmes, the class 

teaches the fundamentals of computer 

mapping and crime analysis. In order to 

give the techniques context and meaning, 

they used real data from on campus and 

around Morgantown. From that grew the 

idea that the data they were using could be 

applied to benefit the community.

“The project is oriented toward 

Greg Elmes, professor of geography, 

received a $150,000 grant from the 

National Institute of Justice to develop 

a crime mapping system using GIS 

technology. Data from both police 

departments will be used to provide 

valuable information.

This new multi-agency collaboration 

will help law enforcement visualize crime 

trends and take note of areas where a 

significant number of crimes or similar 

crimes are occurring. 

In the past, crime trends may have 

gone unnoticed until statistics were 

compiled for yearly reports. As for 

Morgantown, City Police Chief Phil 

Scott hopes that this collaboration will 

allow for a more bottom-up approach in 

which officers can take the initiative in 

community policing without having to 

wait for annual data to make a move.

“We are excited to be working on this 

project. It’s refreshing to have a tool that 

Every day, people in Morgantown 

leave their homes for work or school with 

thoughts of the day ahead, and most 

of them are not worrying about crime. 

Luckily, there are people at West Virginia 

University and in the city and campus 

police departments ready to make sure 

they do not have to. Researchers in the 

Department of Geology and Geography 

are partnering with city and campus police 

in a unique collaboration to identify and 

stop crime.  
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bringing this technology into the police 

world and to transfer some of the crime 

mapping expertise from the University 

into a work environment,” said Elmes.

So far, several students who have 

taken this course have been placed in 

police departments. Elmes hopes that 

students can become more aware of the 

opportunities that geography can offer 

and that knowledge of GIS mapping 

techniques can be a marketable skill in a 

number of fields. 

Elmes’ inspiration for the course came 

to him while he was working with data 

and maps in epidemiology. 

“GIS has practical applications in 

fields such as forensics and criminology, as 

well as others,” said Elmes.

For example, Seth Cox is a former 

WVU student who took the class. He is 

now in training to work with the United 

States Park Police and has recently 

finished his training at the Federal Law 

Enforcement Training Center in Glynco, 

Georgia. He will complete the Uniformed 

Police Training Program under Homeland 

Security before finishing five more weeks of 

training. 

The crime mapping initiative is only 

in its first stages, but it represents the 

type of academic service initiative that 

is the mission of WVU and the Eberly 

College. George Roedl, a doctoral student 

studying land use cover changes is 

working on the project. 

“I liked the idea of working on 

something that was cutting edge,” said 

Roedl. “It’s a way for me to give back to 

the University, the city, and the state and 

to show the country that West Virginia is 

forward-thinking in its approach to crime 

prevention.”

The biggest challenge facing both 

police departments every day is protecting 

people from themselves. A large campus 

such as the one at WVU poses unique 

safety risks, and parents have high 

expectations. These expectations are met 

with determination, and in 2008, Reader’s 

Digest named WVU as one of the safest 

campuses in America. The University was 

ranked #18 out of the 135 participating 

schools and received an A for its readiness 

to handle on-campus threats.  However, 

while Morgantown is a relatively safe city, 

the best protection against all forms of 

violence is being aware of surroundings and 

taking necessary precautions.  

Law enforcement officials believe that 

the visual aid of a map will provide more 

context and carry more weight than simple 

statistics. For the public, the new way of 

visualizing information will give them a 

better idea of what to expect and how to 

respond in certain environments. 

“I hope it will put to rest some 

preconceived notions that the community 

and students may have about some 

neighborhoods being more prone to crime 

than they really are,” said Chief Scott. 

“And conversely that people will notice 

areas that may be dangerous and respond 

accordingly.”

The chiefs were quick to point out that 

most of the things you need to know in life, 

you have learned by kindergarten: strength 

in numbers, don’t talk to strangers. Crimes 

of opportunity, like unlocked cars being 

burgled, represent a large number of the 

crimes investigated, and they are ultimately 

the most preventable. 

The other big part of the new crime 

maps will be resource allocation. The law 

enforcement departments will be better 

equipped to efficiently allocate resources 

to areas that need it most. Right now, the 

people involved with the project are working 

on deciding what information to put in 

to the new system. They need enough 

information to be effective, but too much 

could bog them down in useless details and 

prevent people from seeing a larger picture.

Other universities that have similar 

programs include Eastern Kentucky 

University, the University of San Bernadino, 

and Temple University’s Department of 

Criminology. Since the first steps in crime 

mapping in the late 1990s, the technique has 

been growing rapidly and becoming more 

widely used.  

“It is very interesting to see how different 

disciplines have recognized the value of 

spatial data,” said Elmes.

When it comes right down to it, nothing 

will ever be able to replace the “nuts and 

bolts” of police work, but this technology 

can help to more efficiently manage 

resources and make cities safer places.

Doctoral student George Roedl, Professor Greg Elmes, 
Morgantown City Chief of Police Phil Scott, and WVU Chief 
of Police Bob Roberts at Morgantown’s police headquarters.
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Park Service (NPS) is working on com-

memorating the sesquicentennial, or 

150th anniversary, of the outbreak of 

the American Civil War, and much of 

the work on this project is being done 

at West Virginia University. A group 

of students at WVU is working on 

content development to be used on an 

interactive website, and so far, they have 

catalogued a list of 2,000 sites that meet 

the criteria for inclusion. These sites will 

be part of an interactive map using Geo-

graphic Information Systems, or GIS, 

technology. Visitors to the site will then 

be able to do research pertaining to the 

war or plan trips to historical locations.

“Street signs and billboards are no 

longer the best way for advertising where 

things are located,” said Kati Singel, the 

GIS specialist working on the project for 

the NPS. “This is a great way for people to 

build an itinerary, not just to get where they 

PastA Uncovering the
Singular 
  Dedication to

by Ashley Wells

Everyone has heard of Gettysburg and 

Antietam, but do you know who Anna Jarvis 

was and how her house ties in to the Civil 

War? General George McClellan and his 

troops were headquartered there during part 

of that same war. Anna Jarvis was the woman 

who went on to inspire Mothers’ Day.

All of this information and more will 

soon be accessible to the public for re-

search or just for planning an interesting 

vacation. An initiative of the National 
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are going, but to see lots of sites along the 

way.”

The project is part of a cooperative with 

the NPS to commemorate the anniversary 

by identifying locations around the United 

States that were significant during the war. 

The theme of the project is “Civil War to 

Civil Rights.”

In order to be eligible for inclusion in 

the project the sites must meet the following 

criteria: 

• Fall within the general theme and/or 

time period: 1854-1877.

• Be extant, meaning that the site is still 

in existence and has not been destroyed 

or built over.

• Be interpreted, meaning that the site is 

recognized by a sign, pamphlet, histori-

cal center, etc. that gives verified informa-

tion and background on the site.

• Be publicly accessible.

• Be approved for inclusion by the owner.

• Have a verified GPS location.

Because the Civil War had such long-

lasting repercussions, mappers have been 

able to include sites that are a legacy of the 

Civil War and the fight for civil rights as 

well, adding some sites that were not estab-

lished until much later than 1877.

Including Civil War sites and sites that 

were important to the civil rights movement 

on the same map allows people to see how 

history is layered. There is no real cutoff date 

for relevant events from the civil rights move-

ment, but most of the events occurred during 

or before the 1970s.  The one stipulation is 

that civil rights sites must already be on the 

map.  For instance, if a site is on the map for 

its historical importance during the Civil War, 

and something of significance during the 

campaign for civil rights also occurred there, 

then those details would also be included.

Singel and her team really want to show 

the legacy of the Civil War – its lasting con-

sequences for reconstruction and the west-

ward movement of people. However, some 

of the sites that they want to include do not 

meet the criteria for inclusion in the project 

due to their lack of recognition or transient 

nature. For example, many lynching sites 

are not recognized or verified.  There are no 

signs marking them, and in some cases, the 

location may not be very specific. 

The team is having the same problem 

with the locations of contraband camps. 

During the Civil War, any slaves who 

escaped from the South were still considered 

property, and were referred to as contraband. 

The camps that they stayed in often formed 

around wherever the Union soldiers were 

camping at the time. They moved around at 

lot, and very few of the locations were ever 

documented. This is making it very difficult 

to form a map of this historically important 

piece of Civil War history. One of the few 

camps documented existed at Arlington 

House on the grounds of the Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery. The location is marked by 

a sign, meeting the criteria of interpretation, 

and allowing it to be included on the map.

“We must encourage the public to 

think critically about these lesser-known 

sites or the sites that no longer exist,” says 

Singel. “The importance of this project is in 

making historical sites and cultural heritage 

more accessible to the general public.” 

She goes on to explain that African 

American history has been neglected for 

nearly 150 years, in large part due to a lack 

of documentation. Much of African Ameri-

can history was never written down, and 

the stories of their history were passed down 

orally, from one generation to the next.  Sin-

gel and her team hope to add to the general 

awareness of African American history, 

as well as the history of the Civil War, by 

working on this large-scale project.

Kati Singel has been involved in the 
“Civil War to Civil Rights” mapping project 
since 2007. She serves as the program 
coordinator of the Civil War project and the 
National Park Service’s GIS specialist. She 
received her master’s degree in history with a 
concentration in public history in May. 

PastUncovering the
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Kati Singel at the National African 
American Civil War Memorial on 
Washington, D.C.’s historic U Street 
Heritage Trail.
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Division of Social Work Assumes Responsibility for Certificate in Gerontology

According to the US Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, gerontology-related jobs will increase 

by more than 36 percent in two years, but the 

emphasis won’t be on illness and loss – it will 

shift to marketing toward and serving older 

adults in ways that help them stay productive 

and independent while aging comfortably in 

the place of their choice. 

The health care job outlook will 

continue to grow as aging expands into a 

multidisciplinary industry that integrates 

several fields of study, like biology, sociology, 

public policy, humanities, and economics. 

These jobs will lead aging specialists to 

a broader range of professional settings, 

including health care, academic and research 

institutions, government agencies, retirement 

communities, businesses, and a variety of 

organizations.

Some professionals work directly with 

older persons, while others work on their 

behalf to educate others, or investigate issues 

in the field of aging. WVU’s certificate in 

gerontology trains a variety of specialists 

and helps candidates land jobs in aging 

services administration, financial planning, 

elder law, senior real estate, fitness and 

nutrition, physical therapy, alternative 

medicine, art therapy, assisted and 

communal living, home security and safety, 

architecture, intergenerational childcare, 

parks and recreation, advocacy, demography, 

cosmetology, pet therapy, special needs 

transportation, and travel and tourism.

Countries are experiencing unprecedented 

growth in the population of older adults, and 

by 2025, nearly 20 percent, or one in five 

people, in the United States will be age 65 or 

older. 

 “The expected demographic shift 

has already reached West Virginia, which 

maintains the second-largest aging population 

in the nation, and our elderly are experiencing 

unique issues, like increased poverty, obesity, 

disability, lack of transportation, and limited 

access to medical and social services,” said 

Kristina Hash. 

She believes reaching the needs of our state 

begins in aging education. Having earned a 

master’s degree in social work and a graduate 

certificate in gerontology from WVU, she 

is now a professor teaching courses in both 

programs to encourage service outreach in our 

changing society.

WVU’s part in this movement comes 

from the Division of Social Work, which now 

offers a graduate certificate in gerontology that 

allows students to gain an interdisciplinary 

perspective of aging. It explores the biological, 

psychological, and sociological processes of 

aging, including the needs and experiences of 

older people and the impact on social policies 

to human aging. Emphasis is on the unique 

challenges of Appalachia and rural elders, and 

the historical and cultural perspectives that 

influence status. 

The 19-credit certificate offers course 

work in gerontology, the rural elderly, public 

policy, culture, diversity, and aging, but this 

program isn’t just for social work students. 

The certificate attracts undergraduate and 

graduate students from diverse backgrounds 

in medicine, nursing, pharmacy, speech 

pathology, dentistry, occupational therapy, 

psychology, and more. 

by Lauren Peretti
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“These interdisciplinary courses are an 

opportunity for students to collaborate with 

classmates from other areas, as well as learn 

about the roles of each discipline in geriatric 

care,” said Hash. “This mix of students is 

beneficial to learning since the majority of 

helping professionals can expect to encounter 

older adults in their work settings.”

Hanna Thurman was drawn to the WVU 

Division of Social Work’s focus on geriatric 

care in rural areas and the Certificate in 

Gerontology’s inclusion of students from 

many different disciplines. She earned both 

master’s of social work and master’s of public 

administration, and a graduate certificate in 

gerontology in May. 

Thurman has a sociology and 

anthropology background, and previously 

worked with folklorists in Pendleton County, 

West Virginia, where she interacted with many 

older residents and became drawn to the way 

they spoke about their heritage and culture.

“The aging industry gives professionals 

an opportunity to be advocates at all levels, 

from individual clients to their families and 

caregivers,” said Thurman. “Our system is not 

prepared to handle this growing population, 

and there are multiple points of entry where 

we can do better to improve the quality of care 

and make it more accessible.”

After graduation, Thurman plans to work 

in health care, or human services, where she 

wants to develop intergenerational programs 

that enrich elderly lives and help keep older 

adults living in rural areas in their homes 

longer before needing institutional care. 

A recent report issued by the Institute of 

Medicine noted a “crisis” in the current and 

future health care workforce for older adults in 

terms of inadequate number of professionals 

who are also unprepared and not competently 

trained in geriatrics. 

“The study of gerontology is a valuable 

way to enhance the professional careers of 

those in a variety of industries,” said Karen 

Harper-Dorton, chair of the Division of Social 

Work. “The graduate certificate program offers 

specialized training to ensure that various 

programs, products, and services are delivered 

in a way that is sensitive to the needs and 

preferences of elders.”

Moving from Health Sciences to Social Work 
In fall 2009, coordination of the graduate 

certificate in gerontology was returned to the 

WVU Division of Social Work after being 

housed in the WVU Center on Aging at 

the Robert C. Byrd Health Sciences Center. 

Kristina Hash says transfer to the Beatrice 

Ruth Burgess Center for West Virginia 

Families and Communities made sense, 

because that’s where the gerontology program 

was originally developed in the late 1970s. 

The Burgess Center has a strong tie to 

the state’s elderly and their families. It was 

endowed in recognition of Reverend Beatrice 

Burgess for her distinguished service as a 

social community organizer, church worker, 

minister, and lobbyist. She dedicated her life 

to families and communities throughout the 

mountains and coal regions, and was active in 

aging issues, becoming president of the West 

Virginia Coalition on Legislation for the Aged. 

“It was a good move to transfer the 

certificate back to social work, because it is 

part of a larger initiative the Division has to 

recruit and competently train students in 

aging. Our three geriatric education grant 

projects funded by the John A. Hartford 

Foundation have already led to increased 

enrollment in certificate courses on campus 

and online, as well as additional sections due 

to rising interest and demand,” said Hash.

To learn more about the graduate certificate 

in gerontology, visit socialwork.wvu.edu and 

select the Center Certificates option.

• One in eight Americans is over the 
age of 65. 

• Older women outnumber older men 
by nearly 6 million. 

• Persons reaching age 65 have an 
average life expectancy of an additional 
19 years.

• Among non-institutionalized older 
persons, nearly 8 million women and 3 
million men live alone. 

• About 450,000 grandparents aged 65 
or over have primary responsibility for 
their grandchildren who live with them. 

• The 65-and-over population will 
increase 36 percent in just a decade from 
40 million in 2010 to 55 million in 2020.

AGINGOutlook on 
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THE WEST VIRGINIA HIGHER 

EDUCATION POLICY COMMISSION 

formally announced on April 26, 2010, 

that all 12 of West Virginia’s public 

undergraduate colleges and universities 

will team up for the RBAtoday campaign 

to help more adults return to college and 

earn a degree.

Bluefield State College, Concord Univer-

sity, Fairmont State University, Glenville 

State College, Marshall University, Potomac 

State College of West Virginia University, 

Shepherd University, West Liberty State 

Photo by Dan Friend

College, West Virginia State University, 

West Virginia University, West Virginia 

University Institute of Technology, and 

West Virginia University at Parkersburg will 

participate in an initiative called RBAtoday, 

a collaborative effort led by the Commission.

Chancellor Brian Noland said he hopes 

RBAtoday will encourage adults to go back 

to school and complete a degree.

“More than 85,000 adults in West 

Virginia have completed some college, but 

have not earned a degree,” Noland said.

“The RBAtoday and the options 

available through RBAtoday can help those 

individuals return to school and achieve 

a lifelong dream of obtaining a college 

degree.”

RBAtoday markets the state’s existing 

Regents Bachelor of Arts (RBA) pro-

gram, a flexible degree option designed 

to help adults earn a bachelor’s degree 

while juggling other commitments, such 

as work and family. By committing to 

the RBAtoday campaign, WVU agrees 

to provide extra support and services 

to adult students seeking to complete 

RBAtoday Encourages Degree Completion
Finishing Strong:                               

“The best part of the program 
was not being required to go back 
and pick up a lot of the general 
requirements. The RBA staff 
listened to my goals and worked 
exceptionally well in channeling 
credits and life experiences into the 
best possible outcome for my future 
success.” 

— Kathi Edgell ’09
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a bachelor’s degree. Beginning this fall, 

participating institutions will offer new 

courses in compressed time frames, per-

sonalized counseling and support, and 

extended learning and service hours to 

accommodate adult students’ often busy 

schedules.

“Becoming part of the RBAtoday 

campaign to help more people access and 

learn about our RBA degree was a natural 

fit for us. We are very cognizant of the 

demands adult learners face, our entire 

program is designed to maximize their 

valuable time,” said RBA Program Director 

Carol Hando.

“West Virginia University has offered 

an RBA degree since 1975, and we have 

been providing online and compressed 

courses for years through our partnership 

with WVU Extended Learning. Addition-

ally our students have the added bonus 

of access to all of the resources of West 

Virginia’s largest land grant university,” 

said Hando.

Hando goes on to say that free virtual 

information sessions are available for pro-

spective students.

Governor Joe Manchin applauded the 

Commission and the states’ colleges and 

universities for providing innovative strate-

gies to help adults in West Virginia pursue 

higher education.

“West Virginia is filled with talented, 

hard-working, and determined people, 

and there are many opportunities for 

them to harness that dedication for the 

betterment of not only themselves and 

their families, but also the entire state,” 

Manchin said.

“West Virginia’s colleges and universities 

have long provided excellent educational 

opportunities for students. This initiative 

is a chance for adults to pursue quality 

education programs, earn degrees more 

efficiently and develop promising 

careers.”

Suzanne Shipley, President of 

Shepherd University, leads the Commis-

sion’s Adult Learner Task Force, which 

spearheaded the RBAtoday initiative. 

According to Shipley, students will 

now be able to earn their degrees more 

quickly and join the nearly 8,000 West 

Virginians who have completed the RBA 

degree during the past decade. Students 

will have the option to take rigorous 

courses online and during the evenings 

and weekends. Students can even gain 

credit for previously completed course-

work and work experience.

“More than 4,000 adults have earned 

their RBA degree through West Virginia 

University since 1975. With our programs 

in Morgantown, Keyser, Montgomery, 

along with 225 online courses, every 

West Virginian has access to a WVU 

degree,” WVU Provost and Vice President 

for Academic Affairs Michele Wheatly said.

“WVU is extremely pleased to 

participate in the RBAtoday campaign. 

Offering online classes for working 

adults is an important initiative, espe-

cially as nontraditional students embark 

on new career paths because of the 

economy. It’s truly a personalized and 

flexible degree pathway.”

For more information about WVU’s 

RBA degree visit rbatoday.wvu.edu or 

contact Carol Hando at 304-293-5441, 

ext. 4. 

RBAtoday Encourages Degree Completion
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WEST VIRGINIA has one of the highest per capita 

death rates from ATV accidents, and 70 percent of ATV accidents 

occur with underage riders.

Maria Brann, PhD, associate professor in the Department of 

Communication Studies and affiliate faculty with the Injury Control 

Research Center at West Virginia University hopes to decrease 

that statistic. She is currently working on a study to promote ATV 

safety among middle school children. 

The team comprised of doctoral candidates Brandi Frisby and 

Kerry Byrnes, and undergraduate senior Michelle Saint Aubin, all of 

the Department of Communication Studies, has implemented an 

ATV safety education program in local middle schools.  

 “As the school year comes to an end and the weather warms 

up, children have more free time and more possibilities to ride 

their ATVs,” said Brann. “We want to empower them to make safe 

choices and enjoy their riding time.”  

“ATV Safety:  You Make the CHOICE” is the title of the inter-

vention program. The anagram CHOICE is used to explain to the 

students how to be safe while riding. 

Check your gear. 

Handle your machine. 

Observe the environment. 

Ignore peer pressure. 

Coach others to be safe. 

Enjoy the ride.  

The research team visited three middle schools – Rivesville, 

Clay Battelle, and Fairview – in February to test students’ knowledge 

and behaviors on ATV safety and again in April to provide the 

safety education program and conduct a post-test. 

The team has worked with the middle schools and local com-

munity members to develop curriculum and offer participation 

incentives. More than 100 students have been exposed to the cam-

paign to date. Brann and her group plan to return to participating 

middle schools in the fall to follow up with the students and see 

how they were able to use their new knowledge of ATV riding for 

themselves and to help others.

To bring the CHOICE program to your school, contact Maria 

Brann at maria.brann@mail.wvu.edu. 

Graduate 
students Kerry 
Byrnes and 
Brandi Frisby 
flank faculty 
mentor Maria 
Brann.

CHOICE

ATV Safety Facts
• West Virginia’s ATV death 

rate is 8 times higher than the 
national average

• Approximately 33 percent of 
all fatal accidents involve 

 children under 16 years of age

• 92 percent of all accidents are 
caused by things that riders can 
control

Making the Safe
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and are on their way to setting a single 

season record. Both teams expect to make 

the NCAA tournament in March and, as in 

past seasons, bring in a slew of BIG EAST 

scholar-athlete awards. 

The new facilities will help the programs 

to keep that growth and momentum.

“Even with all that our physics and 

basketball programs have accomplished, we 

can and will accomplish more,” Women’s 

Head Coach Mike Carey said.

Department of Physics Chair Earl 

Scime, Men’s Head Coach Bob Huggins 

and Carey believe world-class buildings are 

not only a way to attract the nation’s top 

athletes and faculty members to WVU, they 

are a sign that the University is willing to 

provide its programs with the financial and 

physical support they need to grow, both in 

numbers and in prominence.

“These state-of-the-art facilities tell our 

future players, our professors and students 

that WVU is willing to invest in them, and 

to provide them with the resources they 

need to build a successful career and future,” 

Scime said.

“This University will benefit from these 

facilities for years to come,” Huggins added.

The renovation of White Hall, which 

is expected to cost about $33 million and 

be complete in the fall of 2011, includes a 

rooftop planetarium, sophisticated research 

space and teaching labs, two 175-seat high-

tech classrooms and a generous amount of 

administrative office space.

Clements thanked Gov. Joe Manchin, 

the state Legislature and the West Virginia 

Higher Education Policy Commission, 

led by Brian Noland, for their support in 

making $23 million of this project possible.

The cost of the nearly $19 million 

Basketball Practice Facility is being made 

possible, Clements said, through the 

generosity of more than 40 private donors. 

The facility will feature two separate gym 

areas for the men’s and women’s teams, a 

weight training center, theater-style meeting 

spaces for each program, an athletic training 

room and a Basketball Hall of Traditions. It 

is expected to be complete in May 2011.

Though the programs play different 

roles in the University, Clements said they 

share an ability to propel WVU to even 

greater prestige. “We are proud to make 

these investments in their future,” he said.

Physics students and professors, along 

with student-athletes from the men’s and 

women’s programs were all on hand.

To the delight of the audience, a video 

featuring MARVIN, a robot that high 

school students involved in Mountaineer 

Area Robotics (MARS) built, helped break 

ground and cut a ribbon on the two facilities.

An animated video featuring 

multidisciplinary studies majors and 

basketball stars Liz Repella and Da’Sean 

Butler shooting a basket and dunking, 

respectively, was also shown to illustrate the 

physics of basketball – how matter moves 

through time and space and how a basketball 

moves through the air and toward its target.

See the event on YouTube at  

http://www.youtube.com/user/WestVirginiaU 

and view the video Momentum 

Groundbreaking at WVU.

To contribute to the successful 

renovation of White Hall, 

contact Bonnie McBee Fisher at 

bonnie.fisher@mail.wvu.edu. 

When West Virginia University invited the 

public to attend a joint-groundbreaking 

ceremony for White Hall, future home 

of the Department of Physics, and the 

Basketball Practice Facility, future home to 

the men’s and women’s teams, surely more 

than a few people wondered: What in the 

world do physics and basketball have to do 

with each other?

As those who attended the February 4 

virtual groundbreaking in the Ruby Grand 

Hall at the Erickson Alumni Center now 

know, the answer is: A lot.

“Both our physics and basketball 

programs have achieved national 

recognition for themselves and this 

University,” WVU President James P. 

Clements said at the event.

In the past seven years, the number of 

undergraduates in the physics program has 

doubled and graduate enrollment is up 30 

percent. Professors have garnered the top 

awards in their field, made discoveries that 

are likely to result in scientific innovation 

and been published in preeminent journals, 

including Science, Astrophysical Journal, and 

the Journal of Applied Physics.

The basketball program has made 

similar strides in its march toward 

excellence. Both the men’s and women’s 

teams currently rank in the top 10 

nationally. The women have won 20 games 
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New Book Examines the 
Phenomenon and Cultural 
Impact of Aggressive 
Communication

In the past several months the national 

news media has been full of stories of physical 

attacks, suicide, and murder of children and 

teens brought on by bullying.

At the same time, we have seen a dramatic 

increase in personal attacks and abusive verbal 

rhetoric in our policy debates and elections.

News organizations’ online comment 

sections are filled with baiting, personal 

attacks, and social networking and blogging 

sites are full of a new breed of message posters, 

called trolls, who post hurtful, inflammatory 

material for maximum reaction.

Aggressive communication is at epidemic 

levels in society. Aggressive communication 

includes bullying expressed in schools, the 

workplace, the family, in politics, in health 

care, and non-verbally in other contexts.

Arguments, Aggression, and Conflict: New 

Directions in Theory and Research, a new book 

co-authored by Theodore A. Avtgis, associate 

professor of communication studies at West 

BULLIES, BAITERS, AND TROLLS:
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WVU Press Launches New Series Devoted to 
Important African American Texts 

West Virginia University Press has launched “Regenerations: African American 
Literature and Culture,” a new series devoted to reprinting editions of important 
African American texts that have fallen out of print or have failed to receive due 
attention.

The series will encourage regional and local research to develop and extend 
the understanding of African American literary and cultural history.

To begin the series, WVU Press has printed a new edition of the 1896 novel 
Hearts of Gold by J. McHenry Jones (1859–1909).

Jones was an educator, orator and activist who grew up in eastern Ohio and 
served as the principal of the Lincoln School in Wheeling, West Virginia. He 
later spurred more than a decade of growth as president of the West Virginia 
Colored Institute, now West Virginia State University.

Hearts of Gold is a gripping tale of post-Civil War battles against racism 
and systemic injustice. In this novel, Jones challenges conventional wisdom by 
addressing a range of subjects, from interracial relationships to forced labor in 
coal mines, that virtually no other novelist of the time was willing to approach.

Editors John Ernest, Eberly 
Family Distinguished Professor 
of American Literature in the 
WVU Department of English, and 
Eric Gardner, Saginaw Valley 
State University, have added an 
introduction and appendix to the 
new edition to reveal the difficult 
foundations upon which African 
Americans built a platform to address 
injustice, to generate opportunities and 
to play a prominent role in American 
social, economic, and political life.

The series “Regenerations: African 
American Literature and Culture,” is 
co-edited by John Ernest, Eberly Family 
Distinguished Professor of American 
Literature and Joycelyn K. Moody of the 
University of Texas at San Antonio.

Please visit www.wvupress.com to purchase a copy of Hearts of Gold.

Virginia University, and Andrew S. Rancer, 

professor of communication at University of 

Akron, is the definitive book on aggressive 

communication and the impact of such 

communication in society. Avtgis and Rancer 

are two of the most recognized scholars in 

aggressive communication research.

“We, as a whole, are losing the ability 

to argue and as a result, are prone to resort 

to symbolically destroying one another, said 

Avtgis.

“This book addresses all aspects of 

aggressive communication and ways in 

which people can begin to proactively and 

positively address this disturbing, growing 

phenomenon.”

The book features an exclusive focus 

on two aggressive communication traits: 

argumentativeness and verbal aggressiveness, 

one of the most dominant areas of 

communication research over the last twenty-

five years both nationally and internationally. 

The chapters include cutting-edge issues in the 

field and present new ideas for future research.

Theodore A. Avtgis received his doctoral 

degree from Kent State University. He has 

authored over 45 peer-reviewed articles and 

“books chapters” appearing in Communication 

Education, Management Communication 

Quarterly, Communication Research 

Reports, and the Journal of Intercultural 

Communication, among others. He is co-

author of four books including Argumentative 

and Aggressive Communication: Theory, 

Research, and Application (2006, Sage). He 

is co-founder of Medical Communication 

Specialists.

Avtgis was recognized as one of the Top 

Twelve Most Productive Researchers in the 

field of communication studies (1996-2001) 

and as a member of the World Council on 

Hellenes Abroad, USA Region of American 

Academics. He was named as a Centennial 

Scholar of Communication by the Eastern 

Communication Association.
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vs.
HigH-Quality

Decision Making

g r o u p t h i n k

M a r k  S c h a f e r  a n d  S c o t t  c r i c h l o w

in international Relations

Culture, Class and Politics in 
Modern Appalachia: Essays 
in Honor of Ronald L. Lewis

edited by Jennifer Egolf, Ken 
Fones-Wolf, and Louis C. Martin

Groupthink Versus High-
Quality Decision Making in 
International Relations 

by Scott Crichlow and Mark Schafer

The Other Language 

by Mark Brazaitis
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The Other Language is, appropriately, about language. 

It’s about English and Spanish, as in the title poem; it’s about 

what we say and what we don’t, or won’t or can’t, say; it’s 

about what we can easily find words for and what we cannot. 

The Other Language is about Guatemala, a country ravaged 

by a 36-year-long civil war. It’s about Brazaitis’ encounters in 

Guatemala, with North Americans as well as Guatemalans, and 

about what these encounters inspired him to think, feel, and 

remember. The book is about the redemptive power of words, 

of poetry, of beautiful language, to captivate people and 

bring relief. It’s about the relationship between language and 

music, and how sound, whether from word or instrument, is 

sometimes enough to unite us – or at least bring us closer.  

The Other Language is available at amazon.com.

Scott Crichlow’s research focuses on how group decision 

making dynamics and political leader’s beliefs and personalities 

affect foreign policy.

In Groupthink Versus High-Quality Decision Making in 

International Relations, published by Columbia University Press, 

Crichlow and Schafer (Louisiana State University) identify 

factors that contribute to good and bad policymaking, including 

the personalities of political leaders, the structure of decision-

making groups, and the nature of the exchange between 

participating individuals.

They examine the decision to invade Iraq in 2003, and 

pinpoint the factors that likely lead to successful and failed 

decision making, as well as suggesting ways to improve the 

process. Additionally the book illustrates how staffing of key 

offices and the structure of central decision-making bodies 

determine the path of an administration.

Culture, Class and Politics grew out of the 2007 Rush Holt 

conference that honored the scholarly contributions of Ronald 

L. Lewis. The collection of 11 essays from his former students 

treat themes that were a central part of Lewis’ own work: the 

diverse cultures, the centrality of class, and the importance of 

politics in shaping 20th century Appalachia.  Topics include the 

experiences of immigrants and African Americans, health and 

safety in the coalfields, labor organizing, environmental change, 

and the often unforeseen consequences of political reform. The 

book begins with an essay by Dwight Billings, who summarizes 

the impact of Lewis and his more than 25 WVU graduate 

students in reinterpreting Appalachian history.

available at www.wvupress.com 
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United States Senator Robert C. Byrd’s autobiography 

entitled Child of the Appalachian Coalfields follows Senator 

Byrd’s experiences from his boyhood in the early 1920s to his 

election in 2000, which won him an unprecedented eighth term 

in the Senate. Along the way, Senator Byrd offers commentary 

on national and international events that occurred throughout 

his long life in public service. Senator Byrd’s journey from the 

hardscrabble coalfields to the marbled halls of Congress has 

inspired generations of people in West Virginia and throughout 

the nation. From reading the stories of the Founding Fathers as 

a young boy by the light of a kerosene lamp to the swearing of 

an oath for more than a half-century to guard the United States 

Constitution, Senator Byrd’s life is legendary. Byrd always stood 

by his principles, earning the affection of the people of his home 

state and the respect of Americans from all walks of life. With 

his beloved Erma ever by his side, Robert C. Byrd never forgot 

his roots, harkening back to those early lessons that he learned 

as a Child of the Appalachian Coalfields. 

In the bustling cities of the mid-nineteenth-century 

Northeast, young male clerks working in commercial 

offices and stores were on the make, persistently seeking 

wealth, respect, and self-gratification. Yet these strivers and 

"counter jumpers" discovered that claiming the identities 

of independent men--while making sense of a volatile 

capitalist economy and fluid urban society--was fraught with 

uncertainty.

In On the Make, Luskey illuminates at once the power of 

the ideology of self-making and the important contests over 

the meanings of respectability, manhood, and citizenship that 

helped to determine who clerks were and who they would 

become. Drawing from a rich array of archival materials, 

including clerks' diaries, newspapers, credit reports, census 

data, advice literature, and fiction, Luskey argues that a 

better understanding of clerks and clerking helps make sense 

of the culture of capitalism and the society it shaped in this 

pivotal era.

Published by the West Virginia University Press, Helvetia: 

The History of a Swiss Village in the Mountains of West 

Virginia explores the unique foundation and development of an 

ethnically Swiss community in the Appalachian wilderness. 

From ramp suppers to carnivals, traditional architecture, 

folk music, and cheese making, Sutton's Helvetia documents 

a living community by exploring the ethnic customs, farming 

practices, community organization, and language maintenance 

of local residents. Drawing upon a diverse body of resources 

such as Swiss and American archival documents and local 

oral accounts, his chronicle depicts the everyday social and 

economic life of the village during the past two centuries. 

Long out of print, this reissued edition of the history of 

Helvetia contains a new introduction, a concise index, a 

bibliography, an appendix of foreign-born immigrants, and 

an exquisite photographic essay featuring archival images 

of Helvetia as it appeared during its early growth. Helvetia 

celebrates a small community where residents and visitors alike 

continue to practice a Swiss American culture that binds an 

international history to a local heritage.

On The Make 

by Brian Luskey

Robert C. Byrd: Child of the 
Appalachian Coalfields

Helvetia: The History of 
a Swiss Village in the 
Mountains of West Virginia

by David H. Sutton

Robert C. Byrd
November 20, 1917 – June 28, 2010
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Much has changed since 1980 when small 

women’s studies unit within West Virginia 

University’s Eberly College of Arts and Sciences 

offered a handful of humanities courses.

Today, the WVU Center for Women’s 

Studies has nearly 100 faculty associates 

teaching and conducting research in women 

and gender studies in 15 colleges and schools 

across campus, including athletic coaching 

education, biology, community health 

promotion, disability studies, family and 

consumer sciences, geography, journalism, 

public health, resource management, and law.

More than 2,000 students enroll in 

women’s studies courses each year and there 

are currently 40 students with a declared 

undergraduate major or minor in women’s 

studies. At the graduate level, the Center has 

ten students from a wide variety of disciplines – 

geography, education, law and history to name 

a few – adding a women’s studies emphasis to 

their degree.

The Center’s year-long 30th anniversary 

celebration began on January 27 with a 

reception, “Women Leading Change at WVU,” 

honoring Provost Michele Wheatly and former 

Interim Provost Jane Martin. 

“The event and the celebration as a whole 

is an opportunity to highlight and venerate the 

research and policy work being done at WVU 

under the umbrella of women and gender 

studies,” said Ann Oberhauser, director of the 

Center.

Oberhauser attributes much of the 

success of the Center to the goodwill of the 

Mountaineer community, as well as a strong 

group of supportive faculty, administrators 

and local businesswomen who have given their 

time and money to ensure the growth of the 

program.

As the 30th anniversary arrives, some 

positive developments include the growing 

diversity of students in the program and 

especially an increase in the number of men 

taking women’s studies classes and choosing to 

add a minor or declare a major in the discipline.

Women’s Studies Program at WVU Celebrates 30 Years  by Liz Dickinson

Provost Michele Wheatly and Jane 
Martin at the anniversary kick-off 
event. 

In order to celebrate this 30 year 
milestone, the Center would like you 
to submit writing, artwork, or videos 
about your experience with women’s 
and gender studies at WVU and in 
your everyday life. 

The work might be about how 
feminism has impacted your life, 
changing gender roles, the future 
of women’s studies, a woman who 
inspires you, topics that intersect 
areas of race, gender, or sexuality — 
anything that celebrates women’s and 
gender studies, diversity, or social 
justice. 

Writing must be submitted as a 
pdf or Microsoft Word document. 
Artwork must be photographed 
or scanned and submitted as a 
high resolution jpg or tif document 
(300 dpi). Video must be YouTube 
ready, and mp4 is recommended. 
Large images or video will need 
to be compressed in a zip file for 
submission via e-mail.

The work will be featured on the 
Center for Women’s Studies website, 
wmst.wvu.edu.

Send submissions to wmst@mail.
as.wvu.edu. 

“
Standing 8.25” high, this solid bronze 
statue inspired by Mountaineer Rebecca 
Durst is available in a limited edition, 
exclusive run.  

Burl Jones, renowned sculptor, created 
the piece to commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of the Women’s Studies 
Program at WVU. A portion of the proceeds 
of each sale will provide scholarship and 
programming support to the Center for 
Women’s Studies. 

Own a piece of Mountaineer history 
while supporting the work of the Center. Contact wmst@mail.as.wvu.edu for 

more information, or to purchase this 
beautiful work of art. 

”
Limited Edition  •  Run of 50

Lady Luck
$2,000

30th Anniversary 
Silent Auction

Preview
September 14-27, 2010

Online Auction Dates
September 28-October 8, 2010

wmst.wvu.edu
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Clark succeeds outgoing Chair Sharon 
Ryan. Under Ryan the department 
developed the successful and widely 
publicized program, The Question; an 
undergraduate research journal, Think; 
and two successful student conferences. 
Ryan will be on sabbatical following her 
tenure as chair.

J. Steven Kite succeeds longtime 
Department of Geology and Geography 
Chair Trevor Harris. 

“The department’s faculty members 
are well respected in their disciplines 
and are deeply committed to the 
intellectual and professional growth of 
our undergraduate majors and graduate 
students. Our alumni track record loudly 
proclaims that the geology, geography, 
and environmental geoscience programs 
prepare students for professional 
positions, academic research, and the 
responsibilities of resource stewardship.” 
said Kite. “I look forward to continuing 
and building upon that track record.”

Kite has been at West Virginia 
University since 1983, teaching courses in 
freshman geology, geomorphology, field 
geology, and professional development 
workshops on stream processes and 
ecology. 

He received his PhD from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison in 1983. He 
has authored two lab manuals and 27 
refereed articles, mostly focused on 
Appalachian landforms and recent 
geologic history. He has supervised 40 
WVU master’s theses and PhD degree 
dissertations.  

Kite’s research interests include 
applied geomorphology, environmental 
restoration, geoarcheology, and the 

New &
Notable

Ralph W. “Bill” Clark officially 
assumed the position of chair of the 
Department of Philosophy on August 
1, 2010.  His specializations within the 
realm of philosophy are workplace ethics 
and the philosophy of time, including 
metaphysics and the philosophy of 
language.

 “WVU has a strong Philosophy 
Department and Humanities Program,” 
said Clark. 

“I look forward to the opportunity to 
help my colleagues do their jobs well, 
and help WVU students appreciate and 
benefit from the world of ideas.”

Clark received his PhD in philosophy 
from the University of Colorado in 1971. 
He has authored or coauthored several 
books and numerous journal articles, 
including his most recent article, “A Good 
Day’s Work: Sustaining Ethical Behavior 
and Business Success.” 

Clark also teaches several philosophy 
classes, including Problems of Philosophy, 
History of Ethics, Ethical Theory, and 
Topics in Medieval Philosophy.

late Cenozoic history of the Appalachian 
Mountains. He was a founder of the 
Southeastern Friends of the Pleistocene, 
and former Chair of the Quaternary 
Geology and Geomorphology Division 
of the Geological Society of America, 
2007-2008 chair of the WVU Faculty 
Senate, and the 2007-2009 Faculty 
Representative to the WVU Board of 
Governors.

Tracy L. Morris succeeds Michael 
Perone, who has served as department 
chair in Psychology for the past 12 years.

Morris received her doctorate in 
clinical psychology from the University 
of Mississippi in 1992 and completed 
her internship training and postdoctoral 
fellowship in clinical child psychology at 
the Medical University of South Carolina. 
She joined the faculty at West Virginia 
University in 1993. 

Morris said, “The most rewarding 
aspect of my academic life is observing 
and contributing to the professional 
development of my students.  I look 
forward to new challenges and 
opportunities to extend the outstanding 
work being conducted by all members of 
my department in my new role as chair.” 

Morris’ research focuses on social 
anxiety, developmental psychopathology, 
social behavior, and parenting. She 
received the Eberly College of Arts and 
Sciences Outstanding Researcher Award 
in 2002 and the Benedum Distinguished 
Scholar Award in 2006. In 2009, she was 
named Eberly Distinguished Professor of 
Teaching. 

New Chairs in Departments of Philosophy, Geology and Geography, and 
Psychology

Ralph W. “Bill” Clark, J. Steven 
Kite, and Tracy Morris have been 
named chairs of the Departments of 
Philosophy, Geology and Geography, 
and Psychology, respectively. 

“We are fortunate to have each of 
these talented faculty leaders accept 
administrative assignments in their 
respective departments,” commented 
Interim Dean Rudolph P. Almasy. “Each 
brings a high level of scholarship 
and professionalism to their new 
appointment, and all have a strong 
collaborative vision and commitment to 
student access and success.”
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Combating
Cyber Attacks

Jonathan Boyd 
Receives 2009 DARPA 
Young Faculty Award 
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Awards & Honors

As technology evolves, combating cyber attacks becomes 

a greater risk for the United States. 

Enemies try to exploit vulnerabilities in the nation’s critical information 

systems, and the Department of Defense has called for new ideas to enhance 

security measures and develop solutions that combine traditional research and 

unorthodox approaches. 

Jonathan Boyd, professor in the C. Eugene Bennett Department of 

Chemistry, has already developed techniques that could be used to design 

faster, more efficient and effective network security measures with fewer false 

alarms and failures. 

His approach capitalizes on the network threat assessment and mitigation 

strategies employed by the human cell. 

Boyd’s research has landed him a competitive seat in the Defense Advanced 

Research Projects Agency’s (DARPA) Young Faculty Award Program. He will 

receive a grant valued at $300,000 over two years to develop and validate his 

research, called “Natural Designs for Network Threat Analysis.” It examines a 

novel means of securing business and military computer and data networks that 

may have an increased risk of cyber attacks. 

Typical defense mechanisms for cyber attacks, like insider threats, social 

engineering, viruses, worms, phishing, and malware, use intrusion detection 

sensors to detect suspicious activities on the network. Traditionally, they apply 

rule-based policies to block the attack from further damaging the network. 

Currently, Boyd’s examination of the dynamic activity of cell signal-

ing cascades provides a framework for improved network threat assessment 

processes by identifying key mechanistic features of a potentially harmful ex-

posure and linking them to evolutionary mitigation strategies, like localization, 

amplification, and hedging. With the help of DARPA, he hopes to improve 

this process by tackling a fundamental problem in the field, which is the lack 

of knowledge pertaining to the overall structure of cell signaling networks.

“Understanding the defense mechanisms of biological systems could greatly 

enhance future network systems and software applications by incorporating novel 

‘secure by design’ techniques learned from nature,” said Boyd. He hopes to use 

signal transduction networks to understand the threat assessment decision process 

of cells in response to toxic exposures. He will then decipher key networks that are 

capable of early prediction of the significance potential threats may have.

Boyd is one of 33 participants selected from nearly 300 research proposals 

submitted. Applicants must be untenured faculty at U.S. institutions who 

are within six years of appointment to a tenure-track position. In addition to 

research, recipients participate in military base visits or exercises that provide 

them with in-person perspectives of current issues faced by war fighters in 

hopes their work will positively affect the future of the U.S. defense community.

The DARPA Young Faculty Award Program identifies rising junior faculty 

researchers in academia and introduces them to Department of Defense (DoD) needs 

and DARPA’s program development process. The goal is to develop the next generation 

of academic scientists, engineers, and mathematicians in key disciplines who will 

focus a significant portion of their career on DoD and national security issues.

Jonathan Boyd in the lab with Holly Williams. 



34     SUMMER    2 0 1 0    Eberly College of Arts and Sciences Magazine

Scott Cushing, a junior studying physics with an area of emphasis in materials science, 

has been named a 2010 Goldwater Scholar.

The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship pays tribute to Senator Goldwater’s 56 years of 

service and leadership to the United States as both solider and statesman through an endowed 

recognition program that encourages outstanding students to pursue careers as advanced 

scientists, mathematicians, and engineers.

Cushing joins 32 other Goldwater Scholars who hail from WVU. In fact, the University 

is a leading land-grant institution in the number of students being honored, with at least one 

Goldwater Scholar from WVU named in each of the past 20 years, except 2008. 

Eberly students have received 26 of those 33 awards, with the Department of 

Physics taking 13.  

“President Clements called me to tell me I had won, which was a big 

surprise,” Cushing said.

“I am deeply honored to be chosen. I think this award speaks to the 

academic quality of WVU – especially the talented students, faculty, and staff 

the University attracts.” 

“I’m very proud of Scott and his remarkable achievement,” said President 

James P. Clements.

“I told him when I gave him the good news that being named a Goldwater 

Scholar puts him in the ranks of the best young scientists in the nation – and is an excellent 

example of the high caliber of undergraduate research being undertaken here at WVU.”

The Goldwater Scholarship is the most prestigious undergraduate award of its type 

and recognizes the commitment and potential each winner has to make a significant 

contribution to science. 

Cushing is no exception. He is working on developing a visible light activated photo-

catalyst. Usually titanium (IV) oxide photocatalysts are only activated by UV light, but by 

combining nanoscale features and surface plasmon resonance, Cushing has been able to make 

the photocatalyst useful in the visible light range. 

Devices that are currently only effective with special UV lamps can now be efficiently 

powered by visible light – sunshine, household lights, and other common lighting sources.

His photocatalyst could be used to break down water into its component parts of hydro-

gen and oxygen as an energy-efficient way to power hydrogen fuel cells. Or it could be used as 

an eco-friendly cleaning solution, breaking down harmful viruses on commonly used surfaces.  

Cushing has been successfully working on this project since he was a freshman with Dr. 

Nick Wu, assistant professor of mechanical and aerospace engineering.

“It has been an honor and extremely fulfilling to work with Dr. Wu all this 

time,” Cushing said.

“He’s been able to support me and set me up in my own research lab in Engineering 

Sciences, and for that I am truly grateful.”

Cushing plans to continue working in the lab, and eventually earn a PhD in physics so he 

can teach, conduct research, and mentor at the university level.

Cushing is one of 278 sophomore and junior mathematics, science, and engineering 

majors from across the United States selected from over a thousand applications, and is the 

only West Virginia resident to win a Goldwater Scholarship this year.

Each scholarship covers the cost of undergraduate tuition, fees, books, and room and 

board up to $7,500 annually.

Physics Student Named  
     Goldwater Scholar by Liz Dickinson

Past WVU Goldwater Scholars
1989 Robert McTaggart
1989 Tamara Henry
1990 Eric B. McDaniel
1991 Kimberly Bush
1991 James Gifford
1992 James J. Lyons
1992 Danny O. Cline
1993 Tina L. Johnson
1993 Jason F. Chipps
1994 Westley D. Cox
1994 Susan P. Lewis 
1994 Misty K. Trent
1995 Jared C. Gump
1995 L. Jeremy Richardson
1996 Trisha L. Kalbaugh
1997 Anna L. Blobaum
1998 Robert Lee Clem
1999 Aletha J. Lee
2000 Richard C. Soulsby
2001 Matthew C. Lechliter
2001 Callee McConnell
2002 Brian Kent
2003 Anna Zaniewski
2003 Brendan McGeehan
2004 Forrest Doss
2005 Ryan Murphy
2006 Rebecca McCauley
2006 Eli Owens
2006 Kerri Phillips
2007 Kellen Callinger
2009 Emily Calandrelli
2009 Andrew Higgins

“I love teaching. I help my friends all the time 

with their physics and math, and I want to 

continue this process within academia. I also 

want to continue and expand on my research, 

so becoming a professor is truly my calling.” 

– Scott Cushing 
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Ref of a Different Stripe

He may not wear a 
striped shirt and blow a 
whistle, but West Virginia 
University Physics 
professor Mohindar 
Seehra is one of the best 
referees around.

Seehra, who has been 
a member of the WVU faculty since 1969, 
has been named an Outstanding Referee by 
the American Physical Society, which annually 
recognizes only about 150 out of its 42,000 
active referees.

The Society’s recognition, which is a 
lifetime award, recognizes scientists who 
have been exceptionally helpful in assessing 
manuscripts for publication in the APS journals.

“APS expresses appreciation to all referees, 
whose efforts in peer review not only keep the 
standards of the journals at a high level, but in 
many cases also help authors to improve the 
quality and readability of their articles – even 
those that are not published by APS,” said Amy 
Halsted, spokesperson for the organization.

The selection is made based on two decades 

of database records on over 
50,000 referees who have 
been called upon to review 
manuscripts. The basis 
for selection is the quality, 
number, and timeliness of 
their reports, without regard 
for membership in the APS, 

country of origin, or field of research. 
The 2010 honorees come from 30 different 

countries, with large contingents from the 
United States, Germany, United Kingdom, 
Canada, Spain, and France. 

Seehra studies the structural and magnetic 
properties of nanoparticles. The goal of his 
research is to produce particles of transition 
metals in desired shapes and sizes and with very 
narrow size distributions. These nanoparticles 
have practical applications in catalysis and in 
medicine for diagnosis and treatment of disease. 
His other area of expertise and current interest 
is coal science.

Seehra joined WVU as an assistant 
professor after receiving his doctoral degree 
from the University of Rochester in 1969. He 

is a Fellow of the United Kingdom’s Institute of 
Physics and the American Physical Society. 

The names of all Outstanding Referee 
honorees are listed at http://publish.aps.org/
OutstandingReferees.  

The American Physical Society is one 
of the world’s largest professional body of 
physicists, representing over 45,000 physicists 
in academia and industry in the United States 
and internationally. It has offices in Ridge, New 
York and College Park, Maryland. For more 
information, visit www.aps.org. 

Awards & Honors

“It is great to see a faculty 

member recognized for the 

countless hours of work 

that go into the peer review 

process,” said Earl Scime, 

chair of the Department of 

Physics. “It’s hard to convey 

to someone not involved in 

refereeing just how much 

work it takes, and there is 

rarely any way to reward 

faculty for such efforts.

Professor Seehra has had 

a long and distinguished 

career here at WVU and it 

is wonderful to see him so 

honored.”

Mohindar Seehra
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Pat Conner

Patrick W. Conner revitalized the WVU 

Press during his tenure as director, making 

it a vibrant academic publishing house 

that shines a bright light on the culture of 

West Virginia and the Appalachian region. 

For his exceptional dedication to the state 

of West Virginia through his directorship 

of the West Virginia University Press 

from 1999-2008, Conner received the 

2010 Ethel and Gerry Heebink Award for 

Distinguished and Extended State Service.

He began as chair of a small task force 

that restructured the Press by appointing 

an editorial board, setting up a strong peer 

review system, and aligning operations with 

professional scholarly publishing standards.

Although the process may seem dull to 

some, Conner’s first brush with the internal 

workings of an academic press sparked his 

creativity. 

“At the time, I think my selection had 

mainly to do with the fact that one of my 

fields of study is the history of books, but 

I realized that as director of the Press, I 

would be working with people who were 

masters of their fields, shaping their work to 

its best advantage for public presentation,” 

he said.

He was also attracted to the day-to-day 

challenges of learning about contemporary 

book printing, design, and editing while 

building and running a new venture from 

scratch. 

And he ran with the challenge, creating 

two important imprints, “Vandalia 

Press,” which promotes creative work by 

Appalachian writers and “The West Virginia 

Sound Archive,” which conserves various 

types of Appalachian music. 

Conner also established several highly 

regarded research series, including “West 

Virginia and Appalachia” and “Medieval 

European Studies,” as well as growing the 

number of WVU Press scholarly journals 

from one, the internationally renowned 

Victorian Poetry, to five, including West 

Virginia History, all of which are now 

available digitally via Johns Hopkins 

University Press’s distinguished journals 

distribution system, Project Muse.

In addition, Conner acquired and 

published many texts important to the state, 

including Davitt McAteer’s Monongah: 

The Tragic Story of the 1907 Monongah 

Mine Disaster, which won an Independent 

Publisher Book Award for 2008, and Glenn 

Taylor’s fictionalized history of the state, 

The Ballad of Trenchmouth Taggart, which 

was a finalist for the National Book Critics 

Circle Award. 

“Without a doubt, the highlight of 

my service to WVU and West Virginia as 

director of the Press was the publication 

of Senator Byrd’s autobiography, Robert C. 

Byrd: Child of the Appalachian Coalfields.” 

Conner said.

“The Senator’s book is long, but then, 

he had a lot of experiences, and when it 

comes time for historians of the future to 

evaluate his work as well as the way West 

Virginia filled its niche in the nation’s 

history, Senator Byrd’s own story will be a 

primary source of information for them. 

Thus, its publication is an exceedingly 

important document, and represents the 

best kind of work an academic press does 

for its region or state,” he added. 

It is Conner’s work beyond the bounds 

of campus and his dedication to West 

Virginia as a whole that inspired the 

selection committee to honor him this year.  

“The people of West Virginia have, 

in fact, always been immensely kind to 

my family and me, and I am very proud 

of having helped along an enterprise they 

value,” Conner said.

“The work of the Press is never the 

work of a single person, and the Heebink 

Award honors everyone who has labored on 

behalf of the Press since 1999: its staff, the 

members of the editorial board, a number 

of freelance artists and, surely, my successor, 

Carrie Mullen,” he remarked with great 

humility on this esteemed honor.   

Conner is currently the Eberly 

Centennial Professor in the Humanities, 

teaching medieval English literature, British 

literature, linguistics, and research methods 

in the WVU Department of English, where 

he served as chair from 1994-2000.

Conner was formally recognized during 

the WVU Weekend of Honors, April 9-11.

The late David Heebink created two 

Heebink Awards in memory of his parents 

Ethel, a longtime WVU English professor, 

and Gerry, an Extension dairyman in the 

WVU Agricultural Extension Service. 

WVU presents the award for extended 

service every year and the award for 

beginning service every two years.

Building a 
Better Press
by Liz Dickinson

 “How do you encourage sales of something 

you believe is important? How do you get 

people to expect high value from a book that 

says West Virginia University Press on its 

title page when readers don’t know anything 

about us as a publisher? This struck me as a 

fascinating thing to try,” Conner said.
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Awards & Honors

by Liz Dickinson

“In fiction and, to a lesser extent, 
poetry, I’m attracted to pursuing truths 
that can’t adequately be explored by 
relying on the facts. It’s the truth, as 
Faulkner described it, of the human 
heart in conflict with itself.”

Brazaitis Receives 
Benedum Distinguished 
Scholar Award

IN PURSUIT OF TRUTH:

Mark Brazaitis’ skillful and illuminating 

writing has earned the director of creative 

writing the 2010 Benedum Distinguished 

Scholar Award, West Virginia University’s 

premier faculty research honor.

 “The sole criterion for receipt of this 

award is excellence in creative research,” said 

C.B. Wilson, associate provost for academic 

personnel.

“The committee determined that Professor 

Brazaitis’ writing over a decade demonstrated 

such a standard, as evidenced by his books and 

other publications of stories, essays, and poems 

in prestigious literary journals.”

Brazaitis is an accomplished and prolific 

author, having published four award-winning 

books, including The Other Language, 

winner of the 2008 ABZ Poetry Prize and An 

American Affair, winner of the 2004 George 

Garrett Fiction Prize.

His work, including 40 short stories, 

50 poems, and numerous essays, has been 

published in a wide range of prominent 

literary magazines. He has also written pieces 

for top newspapers and was the screenwriter 

for the award-winning Peace Corps 

documentary, How Far Are You Willing to Go 

to Make a Difference?

Brazaitis’ work has been reprinted in a 

dozen anthologies and has been taught in 

classrooms from Texas to Washington D.C. 

He has given more than 75 public readings of 

his work throughout the United States and has 

been featured on National Public Radio.

A recipient of the National Endowment 

for the Arts Literature Fellowship, Brazaitis 

has also been named a Peace Corps Notable 

Returned Volunteer in recognition of his 

literary success.

Brazaitis shared his creativity with the 

WVU community when he presented the 

annual Benedum Lecture on April 13. His 

talk, “The Incurables,” explored portrayals of 

depression and mental illness in his fictional 

work.

“The title of my talk, ‘The Incurables,’ is 

also the title of one of my short stories, and 

it alludes to the powerful but deceptive sense 

of hopelessness depression engenders in those 

who suffer from it,” Brazaitis said.

Brazaitis is a Harvard graduate who twice 

served in the Peace Corps and received an 

MFA in creative writing from Bowling Green 

State University. His Peace Corps assignment 

landed him in Guatemala to instruct farmers 

on the particulars of grain-storage and crop 

improvement techniques. While there, he was 
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Three faculty members in the Eberly 

College of Arts and Sciences at West 

Virginia University are being honored with 

the 2010 Outstanding Researcher Award. 

This year’s honorees are Robert 

Mnatsakanov, PhD, professor in the 

Department of Statistics, Sherman 

Riemenschneider, PhD, professor in the 

Department of Mathematics, and Maura 

McLaughlin, associate professor in the 

Department of Physics. 

Recipients are selected by a committee 

appointed by the dean of the College. A 

faculty member must be nominated to 

be considered. Following nomination, 

the faculty member’s research, scholarly 

activity, and letters of recommendation are 

submitted for peer review. 

“Our outstanding faculty gain national 

and international attention from the level 

of research they bring to WVU, and give 

students the opportunity to study with 

experts in their fields,” said Interim Dean 

Rudolph Almasy. “It is important to 

remind the University community of our 

quality faculty members by rewarding these 

scholars for their achievements.”

Robert Mnatsakanov is 

internationally known for research in 

increasingly challenging areas of probability 

theory and mathematical statistics. 

Scientific decisions are often based on 

statistical probability, and the distribution 

of data must be known in order to 

compute a probability. That is where 

Mnatsakanov’s work in the reconstruction 

of distributions from moments becomes so 

important to advancing the national energy 

infrastructure and molecular medicine. 

His research has led to several externally 

funded research grants. One is with the 

National Energy Technology Laboratory 

(NETL) that will determine the effect of 

hurricanes on oil and gas production in the 

Eberly College 
Outstanding 
Researcher Awards 

Mark Brazaitis

recruited to teach English to school children in 

his village.

“I had never taught in a classroom. 

For supplies, I had a piece of chalk and a 

blackboard. I had three classes of 40 students 

each. I couldn’t do anything but improvise. I 

improvised every day, and it was a little scary 

but also exciting,” Brazaitis said.

He may not have envisioned a life of 

teaching, but Brazaitis knew from an early age 

he wanted to become a writer.

“My grandmother talked about poets as 

if they were gods, and my father was a fine 

journalist with an economical and engaging 

style, and, for a long time, I thought I would 

follow in his footsteps,” Brazaitis said.

“Ultimately, I had different ambitions 

for my writing. I wanted to write the kind of 

stuff that had wowed me as a reader – Tolstoy, 

Turgenev, Camus, Hemingway, Steinbeck, 

Kafka – these were writers who had shaped the 

way I saw the world.”

Brazaitis shapes the world of his fictional 

subjects through the lens of his own 

knowledge. Many of his poems and short 

stories draw on his experiences in Guatemala 

but are re-imagined to examine differing and 

unexpected points of view.

“In fiction and, to a lesser extent, poetry, 

I’m attracted to pursuing truths that can’t 

adequately be explored by relying on the facts. 

It’s the truth, as Faulkner described it, of the 

human heart in conflict with itself.”

Critics have expressed delight with this 

honest, luminous, and complex approach to 

storytelling. These sentiments were echoed by 

Brazaitis’ colleagues in his nomination for this 

year’s award.

“In writing An American Affair, Brazaitis 

has opened the field of contemporary 

American fiction to new topics and 

perspectives, or at least blown the dust off 

what used to be more frequently visited 

literary terrain,” noted Kathleen Ryan, WVU 

associate professor of English.

“He is a fantastic writer, colleague, and 

teacher. It is our great fortune to have him 

here,” she added.

The Benedum and Distinguished 

Professors of WVU established the Benedum 

Distinguished Scholar Awards in 1985 to 

honor and reward faculty for excellence in 

research, scholarship, and creative endeavors. 

The awards recognize either a single recent 

achievement of note or a long, distinguished 

career that is still ongoing. The program is 

funded by the Claude Worthington Benedum 

Foundation and coordinated by the Office of 

Academic Affairs and Research. 
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Maura McLaughlin is known for 

her sharp insights, wide-ranging scientific 

accomplishments and resilient good humor. 

She is a leading researcher in a multi-

wavelength study of neutron stars and 

transient radio sources, and is involved in 

the study of double pulsars through radio, 

X-ray, and gamma-ray observations. Both 

of her studies on radio transient sources 

and high magnetic field pulsars are areas 

that are relatively unexplored and yielded 

groundbreaking results. 

Neutron stars are physical laboratories for 

general relativity, studies of the interstellar 

medium, high-energy particle and plasma 

physics, and astrophysical evolution. As a 

member of the NANOGrav collaboration, 

one of McLaughlin’s research aims is to use 

neutron stars to detect gravitational waves 

through timing an array of ultraprecise 

millisecond pulsars. 

Her recent work on the double pulsar 

system reemphasizes her leadership role in 

a wide range of studies, starting with the 

double pulsar discovery and continuing with 

discovery of the perturbation of one pulsar’s 

emission beam on the magnetosphere of the 

other.

McLaughlin earned a bachelor’s degree 

in astronomy and astrophysics in high 

honors from Penn State University in 1994. 

She earned master’s and doctoral degrees in 

astronomy and space science from Cornell 

University in 1997 and 2001. Prior to joining 

WVU in 2007, McLaughlin taught at the 

University of Manchester. 

Her research experience has awarded 

her an Alfred P. Sloan Fellowship and a 

Cottrell Scholar Award from the Research 

Corporation, as well as a National Science 

Foundation Math and Physical Sciences 

Distinguished Research Fellowship at Jodrell 

Bank Observatory at the University of 

Manchester, United Kingdom. She is also an 

adjunct staff scientist at the National Radio 

Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank, West 

Virginia, where she runs the Pulsar Search 

Collaboratory, which involves West Virginia 

high school students in her research. 

   

Gulf of Mexico and could serve as a model 

for the consequences of a terrorist attack 

on the nation’s energy delivery system. He 

has also stirred interest in medical science 

with research that will allow for estimation 

of entropy of macromolecules that discover 

the nature of diseases, like mad cow, cystic 

fibrosis, Alzheimer’s, and some forms of 

cancer. 

Specifically, Mnatsakanov studies 

nonparametric estimation of density 

function, the rates of convergence 

of moment-recovered distribution, 

multinomial schemes with a large number 

of rare events, the estimation of the mixing 

distributions and the reconstruction of 

distributions. Advances in these areas will 

lead to additional practical and important 

areas of molecular physics and biology, 

forensic science, geophysics, and survival 

analysis.

Prior to joining WVU in 2002, 

Mnatsakanov became a faculty member 

of mechanics and mathematics at Tbilisi 

State University after graduating from 

there in 1975, and later taught at Texas 

Tech University. He earned a doctorate in 

physics and mathematics from the Moscow 

Institute of Electronics and Mathematics 

in 1984. He also conducted research at the 

A. Razmadze Mathematical Institute at the 

Georgian Academy of Science. 

Sherman Riemenschneider is 

said by his mathematical colleagues to have 

pioneered the area of cardinal interpolation, 

interpolatory subdivision scheme, and 

multivariate wavelets. The aim of cardinal 

interpolation is to use simple functions that 

serve as fundamental building blocks used 

in a large majority of today’s computational 

simulations in science, engineering, and 

medicine. 

Many of these functions construct a 

good approximation of more complicated 

multivariate functions used in other areas, 

including computer graphics, where his 

research is also applicable to imaging 

and signal processing. His study of 

approximation theory has had impact in 

areas as diverse as digital signal processing, 

the modeling of the airflow over automobile 

bodies, and the representation of objects in 

computer-generated image environments 

used for movies and video games. 

Riemenschneider graduated magna cum 

laude with a bachelor’s degree from Hiram 

College in Ohio in 1965, and received 

master’s and doctoral degrees from Syracuse 

University in 1967 and 1969. Before joining 

WVU in 1999 as professor and chair of 

the Department of Mathematics, he taught 

at the University of Alberta, Universitat 

Erlangen, Universitat Bonn, the University 

of South Carolina, the University of Texas, 

and the University of Washington. 

Maura McLaughlin

Sherman Riemenschneider

Robert Mnatsakanov
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A MAN OF      
    SUBSTANCE 

andCLASS

“I am grateful 
that I have been 

a role model 
to children 

and have had 
a positive 

impact on the 
community.”
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West Virginia 
University forward 
Da’Sean Butler received 

the Lowe’s Senior CLASS 

Award. The award, chosen by a 

nationwide vote of Division I men’s coaches, 

national basketball media, and fans, is 

awarded annually to the most outstanding 

senior student-athlete in NCAA Division I 

men’s basketball. 

The announcement and trophy 

presentation were made by Lowe’s, an 

official Corporate Partner of the NCAA, 

during the 2010 NCAA Men’s Final Four in 

Indianapolis. 

“Da’Sean has been a vocal leader in 

his team’s locker room throughout his 

career at West Virginia, but he’s also taken 

the opportunity to be a vocal leader on 

his campus and in the community,” said 

Tom Lamb, Lowe’s senior vice president of 

marketing. “By competing and excelling at 

the highest level, Da’Sean has proven that he 

has what it takes to succeed after graduation 

in whatever field he chooses.” 

An acronym for Celebrating Loyalty 

and Achievement for Staying in School, 

the Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award focuses 

on the total student-athlete and encourages 

students to use their platform in athletics 

to make a positive impact as leaders in their 

communities. The award identifies personal 

qualities that define a complete student-

athlete, with criteria including community 

service, excellence in the classroom, 

outstanding character, and competition on 

the court. 

“I am truly honored to receive such a 

prestigious award. This award would not 

be possible without my teammates. I want 

to thank my teammates, the staff, and our 

great Mountaineer fans everywhere,” Butler 

said. “I am grateful that I have been a role 

model to children and have had a positive 

impact on the community.” 

Butler has participated in several public 

service projects on behalf of his school, the 

Big East Conference, and the state of West 

Virginia. He has been in an anti-smoking 

campaign for the state and has filmed a 

public service announcement about respect 

Da’Sean Butler, a multidisciplinary 
studies major in the Eberly College, 
was the recipient of this year’s Lowes 
Senior CLASS Award. Also pictured are 
Dick Enberg, Tom Lamb, Lowe’s senior 
vice president for marketing, and West 
Virginia coach Bob Huggins. 
Photo by Don Larson.

and sportsmanship for the conference. In 

addition, he has spent many hours in the 

community volunteering with elementary 

school children and visiting local hospitals. 

“This award could not go to a more 

deserving young man. As good a player as 

Da’Sean is on the floor, he is a far better 

person off the floor,” West Virginia Head 

Coach Bob Huggins said. “Rarely, if ever, do 

you see a young man immerse himself into a 

community and a state the way Da’Sean has.” 

Awards & Honors
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Department of Foreign 
Languages Assistant Professor 
Lisa M. DiBartolomeo is building 
WVU’s Russian and Eastern European 
language and literature program from the 
ground up, increasing enrollment on the 
strength of her engaging and entertaining 
teaching style.

In revamping the program, she has 
developed six new courses in vampires, 
science fiction, Polish cinema, Holocaust 
literature, and Russian literature and folklore. 
DiBartolomeo is also the Russian Program 
coordinator and associate coordinator for Slavic 
and East European Studies.

She initiated the Russian Club and Russian 
Table to keep students involved and speaking 
the language outside of the classroom. And she 
finds time each year to take students abroad to 
study Russian and Eastern European cultures 
first hand.

DiBartolomeo received her doctorate 
from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and her master’s degree from the 
University of Glasgow, after graduating from 
WVU as the University’s first British Marshall 
Scholar.

Department of Mathematics 
Assistant Professor Mary Ann 
Clarke believes in bare bones teaching: love 
the topic you teach and make it relevant to the 
learner.

She also makes it fun, even becoming 
a “math pirate” to keep students listening 
and involved while imparting advanced 
mathematical ideas through the lens of personal 
and practical experience, thus bridging the gap 
between theory and application.

As a way to make math matter to 
the learner, Clarke engages her classes in 
mathematical conversations, much like 
a language teacher. In fact, she believes 
mathematics is a language which is best learned 
by using it in real-world situations.

She received her doctorate in applied 
mathematics, master’s degree in mathematics, 
and bachelor’s degree in materials engineering 
from Virginia Tech.

Department of English Professor 
Dennis Allen has been a forward-thinking 
teacher and mentor since arriving at WVU 
in 1982, developing new courses and tools to 
foster student learning and professional success.

He teaches innovative literary theory to 
undergraduates and graduates in the WVU 
Department of English. He also instructs the 
rigorous but popular senior thesis course, as well 
as courses in cutting-edge lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender studies.

In addition to his outstanding teaching, 
Allen serves as the department’s doctoral 
program supervisor, imparting his wisdom and 
know-how to graduate students as they embark 
on lives as teacher-scholars.

He received his doctorate from the 
University of Minnesota, his master’s degree 
from the University of New Mexico, and his 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Kansas.

Eberly Faculty Sweep 
Foundation Outstanding Teaching Awards
They may represent different subject areas, but all are committed to making sure 

students at West Virginia University receive a high-quality, sophisticated education. This year five of the six 

faculty members honored with the 2010 WVU Foundation Award for Outstanding Teaching are members of the Eberly College. Each honoree receives 

a $5,000 stipend and was recognized during the University’s Weekend of Honors.
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In her own quiet way, Gerry 
Bindernagel has a small part in 
nanotechnology, coal technology, 
biosensors, lasers, cancer research, and 
biofuels research. 

“By contributing my accounting 
skills, knowledge, and abilities to our 
researchers, I am a small participant in 
developing new technologies, processes, 
and equipment that will outlast me and my 
lifetime. I find that very satisfying,” she 
said.

Bindernagel, an accountant to the 
Grants Accounting Unit in the Eberly 
College’s Expert Business Office, 
provides accounting support such as 
monthly reports, reconciliations, and 
suggested solutions to 125 principal 

Associate Professor in the 
Department of Radiology Dr. 
Robert J. Tallaksen is dedicated to 
making sure his students receive a well-rounded 
education, and believes that a well-rounded person 
is a better and more compassionate physician.

Dr. Tallaksen joined WVU is 2001. 
He currently serves as the section chief of 
cardiopulmonary radiology, vice chair for 
education in the Department of Radiology, 
and is the director of the Diagnostic Radiology 
Residency Program. In addition to working 
with students in the WVU School of Medicine, 
he is an adjunct professor of Latin in the 
Department of Foreign Languages.

He received his medical degree from 
the University of North Carolina’s School of 
Medicine in 1976, and his bachelor’s degree from 
North Carolina State University in 1969. He has 
also studied at the US Naval Hospital, completed 
a fellowship on chest radiology at the Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology, and earned his 
master of arts degree in art from WVU in 2005. 

Department of Physics Assistant 
Professor Duncan Lorimer’s 
students have described him as “the best 
professor I’ve ever had,” “very knowledgeable,” 
and “always willing to put in the extra time.”

Lorimer teaches a variety of courses on 
descriptive, radio and galactic astronomy. Each 
summer he works with the National Radio 
Astronomy Laboratory to teach high school 
teachers and students the fundamentals of 
pulsar research.

Since he began his appointment at WVU 
in 2006, Lorimer has developed curricula 
for eight new courses. He has received many 
grants, and has published research in prestigious 
journals including Science, Astrophysics Journal, 
Astronomy and Astrophysics, and Monthly Notices 
of the Royal Astronomical Society.

He received his doctorate in 1994 and his 
master’s degree in 1991 from the University 
of Manchester, United Kingdom, and he 
received his bachelor’s degree in 1990 from the 
University of Wales, Cardiff, United Kingdom.

Gerry Bindernagel

2010 Departmental Alumni 
Awards
Dr. David Bailey, Department of Biology 

Virginia Broaddus, Department of English 

Linda Culp, Department of Geology and 
Geography

James Galford, Department of Physics

Kelley Harris, Forensic and Investigative 
Science

Kevin E. Howard, C. Eugene Bennett 
Department of Chemistry 

Fred Hutchinson, Department of Political 
Science

Robert Totterdale, Department of 
Statistics  

Jay Wolvovsky, Division of Social Work

Thelma West, Department of Mathematics

To nominate an alumni member for 
an award, visit eberly.wvu.edu/
alumni/awards. For more information 
about Departmental Alumni Awards, 
contact Bonnie Fisher, director of 
development, at  
bonnie.fisher@mail.wvu.edu.

Eberly Accountant Receives Outstanding Staff Award for 22 Years of Service
investigators on 500 grant lines amounting 
to approximately $49 million in funded 
research. For her 22 years of service, 
hard work, and dedication to WVU, 
she received the Eberly College of Arts 
and Sciences’ annual Outstanding Staff 
Award.

She joined the University in 1988, first 
working in Housing and Residence Life, 
which is now Student Affairs, obtaining 
all nonfood items needed to maintain the 
residence halls and apartments. Then, she 
worked in the Controller’s Office, now the 
Finance Division, reconciling the revenue 
and expenditures for WVU’s funds to the 
State Auditor’s Office records. 

Prior to that she worked for the School 
of Pharmacy and School of Nursing, 

providing 
accounting, 
budgeting, 
and research 
support. 
She also 
worked for 
the Extension 
Service’s 
Energy 
Express 
Program, 
which 
provides 
reading and nutritional support to 
elementary students during the summer. 

For the past nine years, Bindernagel has 
been with the Eberly College. 
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Edward Keller, Jr., PhD, ScD, 
FAAAS, age 77, died on Thursday, 
March 18, 2010.

Keller joined WVU in 1968 as the 
chair of the Department of Biology. 
After five years as an administrator, 
he became a full-time teacher and 
researcher, teaching thousands 
of students and graduate students 
over a 40-year career. During that 
time he published over 110 research 
articles, abstracts, and reports and 
was awarded 52 government grants.  
Keller contributed greatly to science 
education in the state, and served as 
the past president of the West Virginia 
Academy of Sciences.

His areas of research expertise 
included taconite pollution in Lake 
Superior; the ocean dumping problem 
of Philadelphia; EPA air and water 
pollution monitoring criteria; impacts of 
stress on bio-regeneration systems in 
the Apollo project; oil pollution projects 
for the EPA and industry; wastewater 
guidelines; nuclear, synfuel, and coal 
plant impact statements; the impact 
of acid mine drainage and acid 
mine drainage remediation; and the 
environmental influences in human 
cancer and cardiovascular mortalities 
and their spatial distributions in West 
Virginia. 
      Keller received many awards in his 
life. Among those he was most proud 
of were an honorary DSc from Salem 
College (1978), the WVU Social Justice 
Award (1991), Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Science, Mathematics, 
and Engineering (1997), a Distinguished 
Service Award from the National 
Science Teachers Association (1997), 
and his 2002 induction into the Hall of 
Fame for Persons With Disabilities for 
his lifetime achievements. 
       A survivor of childhood polio, 
Keller was known as a champion 
for the disabled. He obtained NSF 
funding and taught for several years 
at a unique summer program designed 
to expose high school juniors to the 
marine sciences in a laboratory setting 
(Wallops Island, Virginia), and to other 
students with differing disabilities than 
their own. An award-winning film was 
made about this successful program. 
He spent his later years as a National 

Science Foundation expert on disabled 
persons in the science and engineering 
fields, and was the coordinator of the 
West Virginia Department of Education 
for Equity and Access in Education.  
       Ed Keller, Jr., is survived by his son, 
Edward C. Keller III and his wife, Diana; 
his daughter Kim and her husband, S. 
Craig Stamm, PhD; two grandchildren, 
Lauren V. Stamm and Nicholas Edward 
W. Stamm;  and Lauren Stamm’s 
fiancé, John Michael Barone, all of 
Morgantown.
 

Carl A. Rotter, PhD, taught physics at 
West Virginia University for 37 years. 
       He was a well-known and well-liked 
professor, and received numerous 
honors in recognition of his teaching 
skills. He was named an Outstanding 
Teacher in the Eberly College of Arts 
and Sciences in 1971, 1980, and 1987, a 
WVU Foundation Outstanding Teacher 
in 1987, West Virginia Professor of the 
Year in 1988, and received a National 
Silver Medal from the Council for the 
Advancement and Support of Education 
in 1988. He served as an undergraduate 
adviser in the Department of Physics 
for 27 years and served one year as 
the campus president of Sigma Xi, the 
Scientific Research Society. He retired 
as an Emeritus Eberly Distinguished 
Professor of Physics in 2002.  Following 
retirement, he taught and served as 
treasurer of the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute. 
      Rotter began his career as a 
high school teacher of physics and 
mathematics before pursuing his 
career as a researcher and educator 
of university students. His later years 
were devoted to the furthering of 
teaching methods for high school physics 
teachers. He was also involved in the 
development of several programs to 
provide better educational opportunities 
for students. One such program 
was C3P, which works to provide a 
conceptual curriculum to high school 
students by integrating the best possible 
educational materials into a three-level 
program. He was serving as associate 
director of the C3P Program at the time 
of his death on January 29, 2010.

       Carl Rotter is survived by his wife, 
Mary Ann Hayes-Rotter, two adult 
children, and one granddaughter.

Harvey Jay Wolf, DPA, 74, died on 
March 29, 2010. 
     A professor of public administration 
at WVU, he also co-owned and 
operated Morgantown’s Wolf’s Head 
Books in Morgantown (1980-1992) and 
St. Augustine, Florida (1988-present). 
He was a distinguished professor and 
lifelong learner, with three distinct 
careers: physicist in the aerospace 
industry, professor, and antiquarian 
bookseller.   
      As many of his students will 
remember, Wolf often talked of retiring 
somewhere close to the ocean.  In 1995, 
he and his wife, Barbara E. Nailler, PhD, 
(previously a professor of educational 
psychology) realized their dream and 
moved to St. Augustine.  
      Students of public administration 
at WVU who were fortunate enough 
to experience Wolf  as one of their 
professors will remember his hearty 
laughter, his insistence that they 
learn to think for themselves while 
maintaining their sense of community, 
and his willingness to explore unique 
and avant-garde ideas. He was involved 
in research for the Morgantown 
community that included improving 
local government and libraries, and 
appraising special book collections for 
WVU. He was one of the first members 
of the Council for Women’s Concerns 
(appointed by former President Gene A. 
Budig in 1977). He was pleased to be a 
member of the Antiquarian Booksellers 
Association of America and to be 
on the board of the Miami Book Fair 
International.
      Wolf earned a bachelor’s degree 
from California State University in Los 
Angeles in 1958. He received a master’s 
in 1971 and a DPA in 1975, both from 
the University of Southern California. 
In total, he attended 11 colleges and 
universities including West Point for two 
years, and served in the US Army.
      Harvey Wolf is survived by his wife, 
Barbara Nailler, his son, David, one 
brother, and his grandchildren.

Eberly Remembers

*

*
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