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by Lauren Peretti

    Maja Holmes, PhD, and Karen Kunz, 

DPA, two new assistant professors in the 

Division of Public Administration at West 

Virginia University, plan to engage students 

and policy makers in the community, state, 

and beyond.

Holmes’ knowledge of citizen participa-

tion in policy speaks to the importance and 

presence of the public’s voice in government 

decision-making and leadership positions at 

all levels. With the rise in retiring govern-

ment employees, a leadership gap is project-

ed to occur in the public sector. For Holmes, 

coming to WVU presented an opportunity 

for her to make a greater impact within pub-

lic administration and engage public leader-

ship and participation.

“The University does strong work with 

local organizations and the community, and 

my interest in supporting policy leadership 

and public participation seemed like a great 

fit,” says the St. Louis native. 

Growing up, Holmes belonged to two 

worlds. She traveled between Missouri and 

Croatia with her parents, both from the for-

mer Yugoslavia. Living among diverse cul-

tures inspired her to work in nonprofit or-

ganizations, like AmeriCorps, and she soon 

took on a career within public administra-

tion, community service organizations, and 

government agencies. 

Holmes’ hands-on learning experience 

translates to the classroom in her capstone 

course at WVU. Students work as consult-

ing teams for community organizations and 

social services by evaluating management 

issues and offering applicable recommenda-

tions based on their client’s needs. 

At a time when federal spending, pub-

lic budgeting, and finance issues are at the 

forefront of the political conversation, Kunz’s 

knowledge of infrastructure funding is para-

mount to state and federal officials who are 

considering strategic investments in revitaliz-

ing transportation systems, dealing with the 

housing crisis, and working with service or-

ganizations to maximize budgets during the 

economic downturn.

“Management for public administration 

is not just about running organizations, it’s 

determining who the public is and how ser-

vices can best be provided,” says Kunz, whose 

political science background has taught her 

to examine both the numbers and the ideol-

ogy of financing. 

Kunz extends her years of work in finance 

to the classroom by tying in real-world expe-

riences and applying course work to current 

topics. Students learn public financial man-

agement through the stock market game, 

team analyses of financial decision-making 

within companies, and student-organized de-

bates. She believes communication between 

service professionals and the public is vital, 

“Both Holmes and Kunz have expertise in some of the most 
pressing matters of public policy and governance today,” says 
Chris Plein, assistant dean of the School of Applied Social 
Sciences and chair of the Division of Public Administration.

New Faculty Tackle Tough Issues in 
the Public Policy Arena

and encourages students to get involved by 

writing articles and editorial pieces. 

Coming from the straight roads and flat 

plains of Springfield, Illinois, Kunz thinks 

West Virginia holds a special kind of beau-

ty in its rolling hills and scenic landscapes, 

and the University offers a productive and 

encouraging atmosphere. In the future, she 

plans to research the executive earmarking 

process and extend her work on the increas-

ing use of Congressional earmarks to fund 

local infrastructure, as well as teach civil 

disobedience for public managers, a course 

designed to introduce alternatives for public 

administrators when faced with constitu-

tionally and ethically challenged mandates.

Karen Kunz

Maja Holmes



New &
Notable
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Creating Sustainable 
Communities
Kevin Leyden, professor of political sci-

ence and coordinator of the Institute for 

Public Affairs, contributed to a book of 

essays on urban design.

New Urbanism and Beyond: Design-

ing Cities for the Future integrates topics 

i n c l u d i n g 

soc io logy, 

economics, 

ecology, ar-

chitecture, 

e n g i n e e r -

ing, global 

politics, and 

urban plan-

ning.

The complex challenges facing cit-

ies today – scarcity of resources, growing 

economic divisions, and rampant sprawl, 

among others – are forcing a reconsid-

eration of urban design. Best defined 

as the art of shaping the built environ-

ment, urban design seeks to understand 

and analyze the variety of forces – social, 

economic, cultural, legal, ecological, and 

aesthetic – that affect how we live. 

The theory of New Urbanism advo-

cates a return to small-town urban forms: 

human-scale, pedestrian-friendly streets, 

a reinvigoration of cities, and a stop to 

suburban sprawl. This new volume, 

drawing on a conference and debates 

at the Royal Institute of Technology in 

Stockholm, Sweden, includes the voices 

of proponents and detractors of New Ur-

banism, comprehensively examining the 

theory and speculating about its future. 

Navigating the Political 
Landscape
Members of the Department of Political 

Science and the Division of Public Admin-

istration have released a new publication, 

West Virginia Politics and Government. This 

second edition book combines new empiri-

cal information about political behavior in 

West Virginia 

with a close ex-

amination of the 

capacity of state 

government. Co-

authors include 

Richard A. Bris-

bin Jr., associ-

ate professor of 

political science; 

Robert Jay Dil-

ger; Allan S. Hammock, professor emeritus 

political science; and Chris Plein, chair of the 

Division of Public Administration.

Maja Holmes earned a bachelor’s degree in 

business administration from Washington Uni-

versity in St. Louis, Mo., in 1997, and went 

on to receive a master’s and doctoral degree in 

public administration from Syracuse University 

in 2000 and 2005, respectively. Her research in-

terests include organizational theory and man-

agement, public and nonprofit management, 

collaborative governance, conflict resolution, 

environmental policy, and intergovernmental 

relations.

Prior to joining WVU, Holmes taught at 

American University in Washington, D.C., and 

launched the Executive MPA Center at the Na-

tional Association of Schools of Public Affairs 

and Administration to support the education of 

public service professionals. She also performed 

research at the Campbell Public Affairs Institute 

and was a consultant for the US Department of 

Agriculture.

Karen Kunz received both a bachelor’s and a 

master’s degree in political science in 2002 and 

2004, respectively. She obtained her doctoral 

degree in public administration in 2008 from 

the University of Illinois at Springfield. Most 

recently, she taught at the University of Illinois 

as an adjunct professor teaching contemporary 

ideologies. Other interest areas include federal 

and state budget and finance, public adminis-

tration theory, political economy, and American 

government.

Prior to joining WVU, Kunz was chief fi-

nancial officer and director of administration 

and compliance at Franklin Financial Services 

Corporation, a full-service investment firm and 

division of American General Corporation. She 

developed a consulting business in Los Angeles 

called Brokerage Development Company that 

provided advisory services to corporations within 

the investment industry for nearly ten years. She 

also worked at Taxpayers’ Federation of Illinois, 

the State University Annuitants’ Association, 

and was a member of the US Army signal corps 

in Germany.

MALAWI REVISITED: CATCHING UP WITH KAT FICHTEL
Did you enjoy reading about Brent 
McCusker’s and Joe Hodge’s 
National Science Foundation-
funded research in Malawi on 
climate change in our last edition? 
Read more about it in doctoral 
student Kathleen Fichtel’s “Summer 
Trip to Malawi 2,” blog post at 
history.wvu.edu.


