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In it the mundane becomes marvelous, the 

terrible and sublime coexist in equal magnifi-

cence side by side, time shifts backward and 

forward in inexplicable ways, and the imag-

ined is as real as the tangible. It sounds like 

an escapist fantasy, but it is actually a world 

that demands rigorous analysis and intellec-

tual questioning. 

Ogunfolabi recently joined the Depart-

ment of English and lives and works in the 

field of new world literature. His research 

centers on literature from Latin America, 

the Caribbean, Africa, and Southern India—

specifically the genre of magical realism.

Magical realism uses elements of fan-

tasy and myth alongside the mundane and 

normal events of everyday life. Characters 

experience a reality that includes fantasy 

and myth as fact, miracles as ordinary, and 

the mundane as miracle. Men and women 

are both beast and god and emotion is a 

powerful force that can manifest as action. 

Ogunfolabi describes it as literature of hope 

that translates shared values across cultural, 

religious, and geographical lines.                                                                                                                                          

 “As our world shrinks through global-
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ization, our worldview must become more 

expansive and inclusive,” said Ogunfolabi. 

“The study of new world literature exposes 

students to different voices and cultures 

while illuminating the undeniable common-

alities of all humankind.”

To experience the power of magical 

realism and voices of some of new world 

literature’s best authors, Ogunfolabi rec-

ommends adding the following books to 

everyone’s must-read list: Shame by Salman 

Rushdie, Autumn of the Patriarch by Gabriel 

Garcia Marquez, The God of Small Things by 

Arundhati Roy, Nervous Conditions by Tsitsi 

Dangaremhga, and The Seven Solitudes of 

Lorsa Lopez by Sony Labou Tansi. 

Kayode Ogunfolabi received his bach-

elor’s degree with honors in English stud-

ies, and his master’s degree in literature in 

English from Obafemi Awolowo University 

in Ile-Ile, Nigeria, in 1992 and 1998, respec-

tively. He received a second master’s degree 

in comparative literature in 2003, and re-

cently earned a doctoral degree from Michi-

gan State University. Prior to joining WVU, 

he taught English and literature courses at 

Michigan State University and Obafemi 

Awolowo University. He is a member of the 

Association of Nigerian Authors, African Lit-

eratures Association, and the Midwest Mod-

ern Language Association.

In his free time, Ogunfolabi enjoys writ-

ing poetry and reading the occasional airport 

novel (crime and adventure paperback). He 

also enjoys playing soccer and chess. 

Kayode Ogunfolabi 
wants you to join 
him in rediscovering 
our world. It is a 
world populated by 
strange, mythical 
characters.
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In addition to books, 
consider renting films that 
incorporate magical realism 
like Amelie; Big Fish;
Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon; O Brother Where 
Art Thou?; or What Dreams 
May Come.

For a list of more books 
and movies with elements 
of magical realism, visit   
http://eberly.wvu.edu
and select the Alumni link.
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