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At a young age, she was fascinated with the environment,
exploring the effects of carbon dioxide, measuring
countless tiny roots of plants, analyzing data and
formulating results. In middle school, he passionately
started pursuing a successful career in politics when he was
elected student body president. In college, she was invited
to study in Brazil; he was elected an important political
figure of his community, and they both became two of the
nation’s elite students after receiving prestigious
scholarships.

Winning a scholarship of a substantial value is desired by
many but achieved by few. Dedication and perseverance
are essential for success, and qualities of the Eberly College
of Arts and Sciences top students, Kellen Calinger and
Matthew Delligatti, who are 2007 recipients of two premier
academic awards.

When describing a 21-year-old senior at West Virginia
University, it is rare that the title consists of Fairmont City
Councilman and Truman Scholar; however, political
science major Matthew Delligatti is proud to say he is both.

On November 7, 2006, Delligatti, then 20, was elected a
member of the Fairmont City Council, beginning his
career in public service as the youngest councilman in
Fairmont history. Additionally, his decision to apply for
the scholarship resulted in his becoming WVU’s 18th

Truman Scholar.

The Truman Scholarship, named after U.S. President Harry
S. Truman, is awarded to students who plan to pursue a
career in public service. Dr. Robert DiClerico, professor of
political science, suggested that the Fairmont, W.Va. native
apply and submit a proposal for a change in government,
nonprofit sector, or education.

“When I was selected as councilman, I rededicated myself
to public service,” Delligatti explained. “It was the
motivation I needed to take my standards to the next level.”
Delligatti’s proposal for the scholarship was to level out the
imbalance in mandatory minimum sentences for
trafficking powdered cocaine and crack cocaine.

“Matt is a bright young man committed to improving the
daily lives of West Virginians by helping to shape public
policy. He is already serving as the youngest official ever
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elected to the city council of Fairmont, and aspires to be
governor of our state. Given his talents, that goal is well
within reach,” commented Dr. DiClerico.

Many Truman Scholars who are awarded $30,000 towards
graduate expenses have the opportunity to attend the top
law schools in the nation. However, Delligatti plans to
attend the WVU School of Law to retain his current office.

Delligatti was the only student from a West Virginia college
or university to be awarded the Truman Scholarship in 2007,
and one of only 65 students from a field of 585 applicants.

“This award is an honor for my city, my state, and West
Virginia University,” Delligatti commented. “I intend, like
President Truman, to use the opportunities I have to give a
voice to the voiceless.”

Achieving success comes easy for Kellen Marie Calinger,
whose list of accomplishments is already lengthy. The
double major in biology and chemistry now proudly accepts
the title of a Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship recipient.

“Winning the Goldwater Scholarship is a major step in being
accepted to graduate school and ultimately achieving my
career goals,” stated the junior from Wheeling.

The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship, named after the
former Senator, is a two-year award for up to $7,500 for
students who excel and plan to pursue a career in science,
math, or engineering.

Calinger has worked with WVU Biology Professor Dr.

Richard Thomas for two summers in the Student
Undergraduate Research Experience (SURE), an 8-week
program that provides participants with valuable research
experience.

“The SURE program has provided a forum for learning 
new lab techniques and procedures which will make me
competitive for future research programs,” Kellen
commented.

Currently, she is examining the effects of differing carbon
dioxide and nitrogen levels on leaf tissue, which is
extremely relevant to her real passion: global warming.
Following graduation, Calinger plans to pursue a doctorate
in environmental biochemistry.

“Most undergraduates who work in my lab are pre-med
students,” stated Dr. Thomas. “Kellen is highly unusual
because she is concerned about what climate change might
do to our world. It’s very gratifying to have an under-
graduate in my lab who is interested in this complex
subject and has the drive and ambition to conduct her own
research project.”

Calinger is one of 317 students out of 1,110 applicants who
were awarded the Goldwater Scholarship in 2007, and the
only student from a West Virginia college or university,
increasing the total of WVU recipients to 30.

In addition to being honored as a Goldwater Scholar,
Calinger is a WVU Foundation Scholar, a West Virginia
Promise Scholar, an Albert Christ Scholar, and an Eberly
Scholar. As the list continues, she has received an Eberly
College Certificate of Achievement and been on the Dean’s
List every semester. She is also a member of the National
Society for Collegiate Scholars, the National Exemplary
Scholars in Service, the American Chemical Society, and
Chimes Academic Honorary Society.

“The Goldwater Scholarship opens doors and hopefully
will help me as I try to better the environment through my
research,” stated Calinger.

The Eberly College of Arts and Sciences strives to mentor
exceptional students; and with the outstanding
accomplishments of Kellen Calinger and Matthew
Delligatti, the administration and faculty are proud to say
they are continuing to achieve this goal.
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