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As I reflect on my two years as Dean of the Eberly College of Arts
and Sciences, I am pleased to report to you on the significant
progress we have made toward building greater national and
international recognition of our academic programs, faculty, and
students. This year’s freshman class is the most academically-
accomplished in WVU history, with a record 29 National Merit
Finalists, an average high school grade point average of more than
3.3, and considerably higher ACT and SAT scores than in past
years.

Even as we celebrate the rising status of our undergraduate
students, we must remember that the quality of our graduate
programs is essential to providing those undergraduates with an
outstanding education. More than 500 graduate assistants are
involved in teaching undergraduate courses offered by the Eberly
College, as well as earning their own advanced degrees that will
prepare them for careers in industry, government, and academia.
All too often, the importance of our graduate programs is not well
recognized, so we are devoting this issue of The Eberly College
Magazine to Graduate Education.

At a time when the College boasts record enrollment – more than
7,000 undergraduate and graduate students who are majoring in
the disciplines that fall under the purview of arts and sciences  –
we have continued to increase our external funding. This past
year our faculty generated more than $9 million from
competitively-based federal grants, private industry, and
individual donations. These grants not only make it possible for
our faculty members to pursue their own research; they also make

it possible for the College to recruit academically-competitive
graduate students and then to provide them with the hands-on
research experience necessary to complete a top-quality master’s
or doctoral degree.

Tom Wilson, Professor of Geology, is an excellent example of an
Eberly College faculty member whose initiative, paired with
important research, has gained significant funding from private
industry. Tom’s work attracted the donation of software from
Landmark Corporation and Schlumberger Corporation valued at
more than $8 million. Experience with this software well prepares
our students for a competitive labor market upon graduation
from WVU.

Adding to the successes of some of our long-time faculty
members, we are pleased to add new faculty who are competing
successfully for  external funding. For example, Jim Belanger, a
new associate professor of biology who joined us this year from
Louisiana State University, brought NSF funding with him. The
arrival of Dr. Peter Carmichael, the new Eberly Family Professor
of Civil War Studies, drew a major private donation that will help
to build our national reputation in his field and attract new
graduate students to the history department. Our goal is to
continue to recruit faculty who bring the research portfolio and
funding that will continue to enhance our national standing as a
research university 

As we work toward increasing the number of graduate students,
we plan to offer more 3+2 and 4+1 programs. These specially-
designed programs enable undergraduates to do a 3 or 4 year
undergraduate program which is linked to a master’s degree
program that they can begin early, before completing the
bachelor’s degree. These options will appeal to students who seek
to earn both undergraduate and graduate degrees in an efficient
five years.

Our applied Master’s programs such as Public Administration and
Social Work play a major role in serving the citizens of West
Virginia. I am pleased to report that the Master of Social Work
program is now admitting students to the program located in
Charleston, W. Va. on an annual basis. Dr. Betsy Randall has done
an excellent job of implementing this new admission procedure,
and we have 32 new students this year.

As graduates and friends of WVU, I hope you will assist us in
recruiting both undergraduate and graduate students to this great
institution. Some things about WVU have not changed since my
day: I received exceptional instruction here, both as a bachelor’s
student and a master’s student, and I know that our current
students do as well.

Mary Ellen Mazey, Ph.D.
Dean of the College

LETTER FROM THE DEAN

Graduate Students Enrich the College
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West Virginia University is at a crossroads when
it comes to graduate research programs. Over the
last five years, faculty and staff have worked hard
to bring in more research dollars and attract
more graduate students. Why is it so important
for WVU to continue to increase the number of
students and graduate degrees being offered?  

Graduate programs offer not only undergraduate
students the opportunity to be mentored and
trained, but they also enable university rankings
to climb to the next level of recognition, and
attract more funding and more collaborators.
Today, collaboration in research is key for many
of the multi-disciplined programs being funded
by federal agencies and private foundations. At
WVU, faculty members are more than just
dedicated to providing the right experience for
their graduate students. They are passionate
about training young leaders for our country. At
a time when global competition is so keen and
fewer and fewer American students enter
graduate school, providing incentives and an
enhanced integrated learning experience that
prepares one to enter the job market as a leader
and general problem solver is more crucial now
than ever.

Most undergraduates teeter on a seesaw after
graduation as to whether an advanced degree
should be in their future. They have a degree
and there should be many opportunities to find
a fulfilling job with career advancement, right?
The students are ready to celebrate and take on
the world. Do they really need more education
and training to fulfill their career goals?  

Many fields such as biology, computation, and
psychology do require advanced degrees.
Technological advances are occurring at a rapid
pace and the amount of information needed
today to be competitive in any field is almost
overwhelming. The advantage of graduate
studies is that the environment in which
students study and are mentored is different

from what they experienced as an under-
graduate. They are taught how to leverage the
resources they have already developed and how
to apply them to solve problems, address big
questions, communicate ideas, opinions, and
data effectively to their peers, stakeholders and
advocates. In many instances, graduate students
become more focused and experienced in being
able to contribute to advances in a given field
and/or learn to integrate different disciplines or
aspects of related thoughts, processes or
technologies. Students are taught how to keep
on top of all the latest discoveries and exciting
changes in their field. They can also join
professional societies, which can be a rewarding
personal experience as well as gain them
recognition in their field.

Graduate school broadens one’s mind and
horizons. Individual strengths and weaknesses
are identified. You are taught how to supervise
as well as lead. You become expert at time
management and multi-tasking, two important
tools for success in any career. It is also a
fulfilling experience to be in charge of a project
that is totally yours to design, explore, research,
and publish. It represents the one time in your
life that you are really calling the shots and
making the decisions as to what to do next to
answer a question, solve a problem or create
something of great beauty and value. It is an
exciting moment when you are defending your
thesis. You respond with total confidence since
you just spent the last few years living with the
research project day in and day out. You will
never be as close to this research or project
again. It is a once in a life-time experience and
one worth going after with your whole being.

An advanced degree opens more doors for
students with prospective employers as well as
opportunities they might not have considered or
been considered for with only an undergraduate
degree. Often an undergraduate degree will
allow one to join a company or firm at the entry

level position. An advanced degree will enable
one to start at a higher salary and with more
responsibilities. An individual’s level of
confidence is greater from the graduate school
experience and it will show in all endeavors that
he or she undertakes. An advanced degree earns
one more respect and greater opportunities for
advancement or moving laterally within an
institution.

For anyone in the biological or chemical
sciences, a Ph.D. is definitely recommended. It is
almost like a union card that says, “I have paid
my dues, I have completed my advanced degree.
I am a member of the club. Bring it on!  I am
ready.” For the arts, a Master’s degree enables
one to obtain a higher paid teaching position as
well as be placed in a different – more
accomplished – circle of colleagues. It creates a
young writer or professional who went the extra
mile to refine his or her techniques and talents.

The Eberly College of Arts and Sciences at West
Virginia University provides a well rounded
graduate experience for those students who want
to be on the cutting edge of their disciplines and
become future leaders, movers and shakers. The
mentoring that faculty provide is second to
none. Eberly College faculty members have a
world-renowned reputation of excellence in
research and teaching. If graduate school is
something your soon-to-be or recent graduate is
considering, I encourage you to visit with the
department chairs and learn more about the
curriculum, the opportunities for discovery and
creativity through research, and the hands-on
mentoring that cannot be captured from any
classroom or textbook. It is a great opportunity
to find out what one is really made of, who one
really is, and who can become a leader. The
Eberly College offers graduate students a chance
to blaze new trails rather than just follow tried
and truth paths. After all, isn’t that what being a
Mountaineer is all about? 

ImportanceThe

of

by Jennie C. Hunter-Cevera, Ph.D.

Graduate Education
Dr. Jennie C. Hunter-Cevera is President of the University of Maryland Biotechnology Institute
and a member of the Eberly College of Arts and Sciences Advisory Board. She received the
Eberly College’s Alumni Recognition Award in 2001. She is a 1970 graduate of the Department
of Biology.
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After five generous Appalachian winters and countless hours of cozy
textbook reading, I finally have reached the end of my undergraduate
education. Like many seniors with a new degree in hand, I am
contemplating the next step in my life.The Eberly College’s nationally-
accredited graduate programs seemed like a good place to start. I
contacted Dr. Fred King, Associate Dean for Research and Graduate
Studies, for his expertise and advice.

Q: How long have you been associate dean for
research and graduate studies and how did you
become interested in that position?
A: Before I became associate dean in the Eberly College in 1998,
I was director of graduate studies in the Department of
Chemistry.While I was there, I became interested in how
research, scholarship and graduate education work together to
provide different dimensions to the graduate programs and how
they support one another.

Q: What are some of the things you do as associate
dean for research and graduate studies?
A: Part of my job is to make sure the graduate programs comply
with University standards for such programs, but I help match
graduate students and faculty with multi-disciplinary research
opportunities. I want to be sure that research projects integrate
with the academic growth of participating students.

Q: How do the graduate programs in the Eberly
College differ from programs at other schools?
A: A successful graduate program has faculty who work with
graduate students as junior colleagues.Any research university
has the advantage of faculty who are active in their fields,
working with the students.WVU is unique because it is
somewhat smaller than most research universities and therefore
allows for a more personal interaction between faculty and the
students whom they mentor.

Q: What are the benefits of graduate teaching and
graduate research?
A:The graduate students learn how to communicate to others
through teaching. From an undergraduate perspective, the
graduate students are closer in age and experience than the
professors, and it allows for a better connection. In graduate

research and scholarship, students begin to understand their
discipline on a new level and communicate their own discoveries,
not those found in a textbook. Graduate research opens a new
frontier for the students and makes their discipline more
realistic.

Q: How do graduate studies prepare students for
their futures? 
A: Students take the problem solving skills they have developed
in graduate school and effectively transfer them to real problems
in their career.Whether they are preparing for a future in
academics, private industry or government, the problem solving
and communication skills they develop as graduate students will
serve them as they grow in their careers and become experts in
their fields.

Q: How was your graduate experience and how has
it prepared you for life?
A: I was fortunate enough to work with a graduate instructor
who treated me as a colleague and taught me how to become a
professional. I learned that to work within an organization you
need to work cooperatively with your colleagues to achieve
common goals.

Q: Do you have any advice for students interested
in pursuing a graduate degree?
A:Think very carefully about what you are most interested in
and pursue a degree because you enjoy that field of study.The
graduate program you choose will shape the rest of your life.
Once you have decided on the right program, pick a research
advisor who matches your field of interest and your personality.

Sometimes we are led in the right direction through perseverance and
good timing, but most of the steps we take in our lives involve difficult
decisions. Graduation is one of those times when we must choose how
we will shape our futures.Those of us who have the desire and
interest to enrich our knowledge and fine-tune our expertise may
decide on graduate school. And if that is the direction you want to take
in your life, then you may want to consider the advice of Dr. King:
“Find a field of interest for which you have a passion and then pick a
mentor who help you pursue your passion.”

by Katherine E. Kline

Q & A with 
Dr. Fred King
Associate Dean for Research 

and Graduate Studies



among human service providers
throughout the area,” Dr. Randall
said. “It is exciting to see the
effects of our graduates entering
the field and sharing their
knowledge.”

Dr. Randall has extensive practice
experience in the field of
behavioral health, including
inpatient and outpatient work with
individuals, couples, and groups.
She completed a year-long
doctoral-level internship in the
Department of Psychiatry and
Health Behavior at the Medical
College of Georgia. She began her
career in social work education in 1994, when she moved to
West Virginia from New Jersey.

The graduate program in social work is nationally-recognized in
the area of rural social work practice and non-profit
management. Currently, the Division supports Fields of Practice
in Aging and Health Care, Children and Families, and Mental
Health.As part of their education, students intern in one of
250 social service agencies in West Virginia, Maryland,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Virginia.

Dr.Virginia Majewski, Chair of the Division of Social Work,
noted that,“Our off-campus programs enable human services
workers who are place-bound to achieve the professional
credential in social work, which benefits public sector programs
and populates regions of the State with professionals
committed to enhancing the quality of life for West Virginians.”

“I am enthusiastic about the future of the program and its
students,” said Dr. Randall. “Off-campus life is great and off-
campus students are great. I look forward to many more years
of working with them and the consumers they will serve in
their social work careers.”

Public Administration
More than 1,100 alumni have graduated from WVU’s Master of
Public Administration Program since its establishment in 1969.
Until recently, the program was available in Morgantown only,
but it became increasingly clear that some West Virginians could
be served more effectively off-campus.The obvious location
was Charleston, where a critical mass of professionals working
in state and local government and the non-profit sector
welcomed the opportunity to pursue graduate education.

In 2002, the Division of Public Administration launched an off-
campus MPA program in Charleston in cooperation with

There’s a new generation of graduate students across West
Virginia.They get up early, maybe get their children to school,
and then head off to work, but they are also pursuing graduate
degrees on top of everything else.The Eberly College
recognizes that these residents needed different options in
order to continue their education.They need to be close to
home and they need flexibility.The School of Applied Social
Sciences offers master’s degree programs in Public
Administration, Legal Studies, and Social Work for residents
around the State who are already working in public service.

Social Work  
The Division of Social Work offers a part-
time Master of Social Work (MSW)
degree in Beckley, Charleston, Keyser,
Martinsburg, and Wheeling, and there is
new a full-time coordinator located in
Charleston, Dr Betsy Randall. Dr. Randall
will oversee the MSW programs in
Charleston and Beckley. The initiative

grew out of dialogue with the professional social work
community about the need to support the education of human
service professionals where they live and work. The Eberly
College’s current off-campus program opened in Charleston in
1995 and has since expanded to serve residents throughout the
state.

“Since coming to Charleston to teach these hard-working and
dedicated students, it has been my quiet pleasure to witness
gradual gains in the general level of skill and professionalism

Arts & Sciences | 4 | Fall 2007

& reach   out to all West Virginians

Social
Work

Public
Administration

Dr. Betsy Randall

Dr. Chris Plein
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Marshall University.The program’s core classes are offered in South Charleston at
Marshall’s Graduate Campus; students can take elective credits from either
university.

Sammy Gray, a May graduate of the program, emphasized the importance of
location.“Most of the professional employees of the state government work in
Charleston. It is important to have an in-field master’s degree program that is
available without having to quit employment and go back to graduate school full-
time.”

“The convenience of being able to complete my degree while continuing with my
current agency was a deciding factor,” said MPA graduate Kris Richmond. Richmond
was employed as an executive assistant at the West Virginia Courthouse Facilities
Improvement Authority when she enrolled in the program.After Authority executive
director David Joliffe died, Richmond was tapped to succeed him.

“The Board indicated that much of their decision was based on my completing the
MPA program,” she said.“They felt my striving to improve myself would be a great
asset to the Authority.”

To date, more than thirty students have graduated from the Charleston MPA
program, furthering the legacy of  MPA education and public service in West Virginia.

Legal Studies
Another flexible option for professionals is the online Master of Legal Studies (MLS)
program, also offered by the Division of Public Administration.The program is
designed for those who are in careers that interface with the legal system, such as
family counseling or regulatory compliance.

In the late 1990s,WVU pioneered an off-site Master of Legal Studies Program in
Charleston. As demand increased and opportunities opened for distance education,
the MLS was converted to an online program.“This was an exciting opportunity to
enter into a new model of instruction and to offer the program nationwide,” Plein
said. Introduced in January 2007, the program currently has 28 students enrolled.
“We are very enthusiastic about its potential,” Plein stated.

For more information on these programs, contact Dr. L. Christopher Plein at 
304-293-2614 ext 3157 or at Chris.Plein@mail.wvu.edu

h   out to all West Virginians
by Sarah Braswell

Administrative
Appointments

Dr. Jonathan Cumming, Professor
and former Chair of Biology, has been
appointed as the new Assistant Vice
President for Graduate Education. He
succeeds Dr. Robert E. Stitzel, the long-
time WVU professor, researcher, and
administrator, who passed away on
September 1, 2007 after more than 42
years of honored service at WVU. Dr.
Stitzel was the husband of Dr. Judith
Stitzel, the founder of the Women’s
Studies Program and Professor Emerita
of English in the Eberly College. Dr.
Cumming became Chair of Biology in
2004 after nearly 10 years of teaching
and research at WVU.

Dr. Jeffrey Wells,Associate Professor
of Biology, entomologist and instructor
of forensic biology in WVU’s Forensic
and Investigative Science Program, has
been appointed chair of the Department
of Biology.

The Eberly College welcomes Drs.
Cumming and Wells to their new
positions, and congratulates the following
faculty members on their recent
appointment to chair of their respective
departments:

Dr. Donald Hall, Department of
English

Dr. Terry Gullion, C. Eugene Bennett
Department of Chemistry

Dr. Keith Morris, Forensic and
Investigative Science Program

Dr. Angel Tuninetti, Department of
Foreign Languages

Dr. Steven Zdatny, Department of
History



“When I applied to WVU, I was interested in psycho-
pharmacology,” described Mirari Elcoro, graduate student in
WVU’s behavior analysis program, “but the program was
undergoing a transition and I started working with Andy Lattal
instead.

He asked me, ‘Are you sure you are going to be able to do what
you want to do here?’ No one in any of the other schools I looked
at had cared enough to ask me that question. This was what made
me decide to come to WVU.”

Before Mirari joined WVU’s Department of Psychology, she was
studying psychology with an emphasis in psychoanalysis at the
Universidad Católica Andrés Bello in Caracas, Venezuela.

“During my second year, certain professors captured my attention
because they viewed psychology as a science, even though the
school of psychology was part of the College of Humanities and
Education at UCAB,” Mirari continued. “I began reading
translations of Skinner and Reynolds and immediately loved the
laboratory work and study of animal behavior that was required
for the degree.”

Right before her graduation in 2000, Mirari’s advisor
recommended the behavior analysis program at WVU, and with
good reason. Due to the contributions of Dr. Andy Lattal, Mirari’s
mentor and Eberly College Centennial Professor of Psychology,
and his colleagues, the Society for the Advancement of Behavior
Analysis named the WVU Department of Psychology as the 2004
recipient of its Award for Enduring Programmatic Contributions
to Behavior Analysis.

“The real satisfaction for me is all of the interactions I have been
privy to over the past 35 years with my exceptional colleagues and
students in the Behavior Analysis program at WVU,” said the
newly appointed Fellow of the Association for Behavior Analysis
International.

“Andy has always listened and considered his students’ suggestions
very seriously,” said Mirari. “He has helped me to become an
independent thinker and has made me feel confident about my
ideas.”

After working at the New York State Psychiatric Institute and
Columbia University, Mirari decided to go back to school and

earn a Ph.D. She chose WVU because of the support she received
from the faculty who treated her as a colleague. In fact, the
Department of Psychology is known for its support of students
through the junior-colleague model in which students work
within several programs and with various faculty members to
achieve a similar level of training.

In February 2006, WVU’s Department of Psychology earned the
American Psychological Association’s Award for Innovation in
Graduate Education for the junior-colleague model.

“The model enables open communication and accessibility among
professors in order to facilitate knowledge,” Mirari explained. “It
helps me to express my ideas because I feel comfortable asking
questions as a colleague.”

As a member of the behavior analysis training committee, Mirari
has been involved in the process of selection and admission of
students to the Ph.D. program in behavior analysis.

“I enjoy being a part of the administrative experience and I know
that students’ ideas are taken seriously,” Mirari continued.

The junior-colleague model not only helps the graduate students
but the undergraduates as well. The graduate students are teachers
and mentors to the undergraduates and assist them in their
capstone projects and other assignments.

“We serve as an intermediary between the advisor and the
student,” said Mirari. “Even though they meet with their advisor,
they sometimes feel more comfortable speaking with us because
we are closer in age and experience level.”

Therefore, the caring and assistance that the advisor shows to the
graduate student reaches students on the undergraduate level.

“My relationship with Andy has been very positive and
constructive since the beginning,” Mirari reflected. “Our
communication has grown as we get to know each other better.
He primarily is my advisor, but I also think of Andy as a colleague
and friend.”

Mirari’s ambition and independence is a lesson in learning to
achieve greatness. She has followed her dreams and surrounded
herself with the people who will reinforce them.

Reinforcing
Your

Dreams
by Katherine E. Kline
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Mirari Elcoro and 
Dr. Andy Lattal
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Many years from now, Jenny Smith may be recognized as one of
the Eberly College’s many notable graduates. For now, though,
she’s perfectly happy in her current role as a graduate teaching
assistant in the Department of English. Smith is one of
approximately 40 departmental GTAs who play a significant role
in the delivery of undergraduate courses while gaining essential
skills that will serve them in good stead after completing their
WVU education. She teaches a section of English 101 –
composition and rhetoric – a course which nearly every WVU
student must take in order to meet graduation requirements.

This is her second year in the program, and counting her four
years of undergraduate work in Professional Writing and Editing,
the 2007-08 school term is her sixth year overall in the Eberly
College. One of Smith’s favorite things about the program
is that, while she must stick to a core of learning
objectives, GTAs are given the freedom to use their own
creativity during class.

“The administration offers a number of suggestions for
class plans, activities, and assignments, which many GTAs
adopt,” she explained. “I, however, like to come up with
my own ideas or collect ideas from other GTAs and my
own class experiences. I choose Reading and Writing
Journals that I think students can have fun with. I tell
them to go to movies and write about set designs or
subliminal advertising – subjects that can actually teach
them something about critical thinking and analysis
without making them yawn.”

English 101 is a course populated mainly by freshmen
and other first-year students. Thus, the impressions they
take with them at the end of the class factor into their
overall first impressions of the Eberly College and West
Virginia University in general. By finding common ground with
the students while at the same time accomplishing the learning
objectives, graduate teaching assistants can help tremendously
with the very difficult transition many students have during their
first year of college.

“I don’t want to hold a strictly regimented class: I like to have fun
with my students,” said Smith, a native of Charleston. “We discuss
a lot of contemporary issues that I know they have strong
opinions on and that won’t cause any serious conflicts between
students. We even talk about Britney Spears for one class – her
status as a cultural icon and what that means for young women or
standards of celebrity today.”

GTAs in the English Department normally teach two classes,
determined by their degree program, training, availability, and
other factors that would enable everyone involved to benefit the
most. The job roughly averages twenty hours per week, or equal to
one part-time job. The assistants may substitute one class – or ten
of the 20 hours – in order to take on an additional role inside the

department. In Smith’s case, she substituted one of her in-class
teaching sessions for a position as coordinator and tutor at the
WVU Writing Center. In that role, GTAs assist students by
tutoring and supervising, while also performing routine
maintenance to the Center’s website. In addition, GTAs in the
WVU Writing Center publish a regular newsletter.

The other ten hours of the assistantship is spent preparing class
lesson plans, grading, and the actual in-class instruction. The
latter ten hours certainly gives Smith and her fellow GTAs a
greater appreciation for teachers and professors with whom they
have studied.

“The workload piles up when you have forty-four papers to grade
in only a week of time, especially when you are also taking classes

of your own,” she says. “I really appreciate all the time teachers
take now. It’s really a full-time job, despite the fact that we’re only
supposed to work 20 hours a week.”

In the long run, all of these young people will be better off for
their experience as Graduate Teaching Assistants. Smith, for
example, wants to get into publishing. If and when she does, she
will undoubtedly use her experience from the past two years as an
asset.

“Teaching is dealing with the unknown,” she says. “You never
know how students are going to react, what questions they might
ask, or what their problems/difficulties will be. Anticipating all
these problems and scenarios will also help me edit texts for
readers and their needs. As an editor, you always have to anticipate
what problems a reader might encounter.”

On a daily basis, Graduate Teaching Assistants do exactly that for
their students.

Anticipating
by Christopher Richardson

GTA Jenny Smith teaches English 101 in one of the newly-
renovated classrooms in Oglebay Hall.
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History is all about change. Studying the past
helps us to change the future, and the events
of each day change the course of our own
history, a little at a time.The hallowed halls of
Woodburn are not exempt from this change,
though one might not immediately recognize
it.This change has occurred not so much in
the building’s physical appearance but in the
ideals of the people who inhabit it.

Dr. Ronald L. Lewis has noticed the changes—
in fact, he has been the driving force behind
some of them— and after 22 years at WVU,
Dr. Lewis is retiring, leaving the Department
of History in the hands of those who will
continue to change the future and the
Department.

Dr. Lewis truly believes that teaching history
is an important service to the public, which is
something he says has not always been the
case in academia.“Faculty didn’t think that
communicating their expertise to the public
was their responsibility,” he said.

However, Lewis has striven to change this
mentality through the founding of the Journal
of Appalachian Studies and by serving as
president of its parent organization, the
Appalachian Studies Association, which was
headquartered at WVU from 1994-2001. He
also worked to revive the WVU Press and to
bring West Virginia History to WVU.These
efforts are important to WVU, says Lewis,
because they give West Virginians a chance to
write their own history and to disseminate

real scholarship on Appalachia to
counter the pervasive stereotypical
writing about the region. “It
doesn’t matter what ‘they’ say
about us,” Lewis said.“It’s what we
say about us.” 

The WVU Press, which moved
from the WVU Library to the
Eberly College in 2000, has taken
on a public education role by
publishing many works on
Appalachia, particularly West
Virginia history and Appalachian
music, fiction, and poetry. Lewis is
the editor of the “West Virginia
and Appalachia” series for the
Press.

“When I came here, what passed for
Appalachian scholarship was truly astounding.
Much of it was based on fiction. People who
were not from the region looked down on
West Virginia and Appalachia. Rather than
allow myself to be irritated, I decided to do
something to turn negative to positive.

Writing your own heritage is what a flagship
university should be about,” Lewis said.

He also worked to change West Virginia
stereotypes through his history classes, where
he often spent the first few weeks of class
deconstructing what had previously passed for
West Virginia history. He explained that the
journal and the Press serve the same purpose
for West Virginia history as his classes do.
“Research and teaching are inseparable;
they’re just different aspects of the same
learning process.”

While Lewis may be retiring, he knows that
the Department will continue to focus on
history as outreach.The newest member of
the History Department, Dr. Peter
Carmichael, feels just as strongly about the

public service component of his job.“We are
partners with the people of West Virginia. It is
key for us to reach out to them, to bring out
our knowledge and make it accessible,” he
said.

Carmichael is the Department’s first Eberly
Family Professor of Civil War Studies, a
position that requires him to focus on a
combination of research, teaching, and service.
He hopes to bring Civil War history to the
public through giving talks and by placing
graduate students at historical sites and
battlefields. He also wants to coordinate with
the College’s Public History program to find
ways to integrate 19th century history.

“I can’t think of a better person for the job,”
Lewis said of Carmichael.“The Civil War is
one of the most prolific fields in history, but
people don’t know about West Virginia and
the Civil War.This is an important position
and Pete knows both worlds— he can
communicate specialized scholarship to the
public in a way they can understand.”

Carmichael also recognizes the contributions
that Lewis has made to the Department of
History.“Dr. Lewis has a way of quiet
leadership. He’s been positive, productive, and
has helped people with diverse interests come
together to achieve goals. He has a way of
uniting people, and I hope we don’t lose sight
of his style and approach,” Carmichael said.

Though Lewis will no longer walk the halls of
Woodburn, he can rest assured that those
changes he has started within the
Department, the College and the University
will continue.With another renowned scholar
carrying the torch for American history and
public outreach, it is certain that these
positive transformations will continue for
many years to come.

The Legacy of Lewis:
History for the People, by the People

by Sarah Braswell

Dr. Ron Lewis

“Writing your own heritage
is what a flagship university

should be about.”



It all began when the Department of History identified the
need to strengthen the area of Civil War and Reconstruction
studies, particularly for its graduate program. All would agree
that this period in American history is tremendously
fascinating and  important to students, scholars, and citizens.
The nation still feels the repercussions of this conflict nearly a
century and a half later. West Virginia, with its many cultural
and historic associations with the Civil War, is uniquely
positioned to explore this field of study. What was needed was
a special professorship appointment, an individual who would
help the department, the University, and the State prepare for
the 150th anniversary of the war in 2011, and the 150th
anniversary of the creation of the State of West Virginia.

The dean of the college, Mary Ellen Mazey, decided to create
an Eberly Family Distinguished Professorship in Civil War
Studies from the continuing resources that resulted from the
gifts given to the College through the Eberly Family Charitable
Trust and the Eberly Foundation of Uniontown, PA. Those
gifts were given in the early 1990s, and their value as
endowments to support teaching and research continues to
increase.

It was not long afterwards that the Department of History
and the Eberly College undertook a national search for an
imminent scholar and engaging teacher to serve as the first
Eberly Family Civil War Professor. That search resulted in the

appointment for Fall 2007 of
Peter Carmichael, author of
several books concerning
southern history, including
Lee’s Young Artillerist: William
R.J. Pegram and The Last
Generation: Young Virginians in
Peace, War, and Reunion. As he
comes to WVU from the
University of North Carolina
at Greensboro, he is working
on Black Rebels, an
examination of slaves who
served as Confederate soldiers
and their relationships with
their owners, a topic that has
remained unexplored.

Dr. Carmichael pursued his graduate studies at the
Pennsylvania State University, and is delighted to return to

Things are Coming Together

Arts & Sciences | 9 | Fall 2007

this area. “There is striking enthusiasm about WVU from the
students, and the students have passion for what they are
learning,” Carmichael remarked. He feels that WVU offers
him an opportunity to bring scholarship and service not only
to his students but also to the community.

Engaging that community is the next development in the
ongoing need to support Civil War Studies at WVU. Through
the generosity of many, the Eberly College is working to
endow a Civil War Studies Enrichment Fund to support
Carmichael and his students in the work of teaching,
researching, and engaging Civil War enthusiasts throughout
the State and the region. We thank you for your support to
date. And for you Civil War buffs out there, whether re-
enactor or not, donations continue to be accepted to this
fund. Send donations to the WVU Foundation, PO Box 1650,
Morgantown 26507-1650 with Civil War 2U146 written on
the memo line.

Two special donors affiliated with J.S. Walker Realtors in
Morgantown have stepped forward to establish a separate
endowment in support of Civil War Studies. Steve Walker
(BA ’71, MA ’73 History), a long-time resident of
Morgantown, and his spouse Laura (BS ’74, MS ’78 Social
Work) wanted to memorialize two of Mr. Walker’s West
Virginia ancestors who were brothers and who fought in the
Civil War. This couple established the Wellington F. Morrison
and Sheldon C. Morrison Civil War Program Enhancement
Fund. The Eberly College salutes the support and generosity
of Steve and Laura Walker and hopes their example will
inspire others. For more information, please contact
Associate Dean Rudolph Almasy at ralmasy@mail.wvu.edu or
call 304-293-4611.

Many needs remain as Peter Carmichael moves forward with
establishing a national reputation for Civil War Studies in
WVU’s Department of History. Students are being recruited,
especially graduate students, courses developed, field trips
planned (one October 14 to nearby Antietam), and contacts
are being made in the State and region. Those individuals
interested in learning more about Dr. Carmichael’s work can
post him at Peter.Carmichael@mail.wvu.edu.

Please help us bring this effort to fruition. Learn what is
happening. Participate whenever possible. Share your
enthusiasm and knowledge. And consider supporting the
program with your dollars.

Civil War Studies

by Rudolph P. Almasy, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Development

Dr. Peter Carmichael
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Academics
Industry

by Sarah Braswell

As any recent college graduate can attest, the real world is not
much like college. There are no exams, no spring breaks, and
certainly no extra credit. However, one Eberly College professor is
working hard to prepare his graduate students for the transition
from academics to industry.

Dr. Tom Wilson advises graduate geology students in the
College’s Department of Geology and Geography. An industry
geophysicist turned professor, Wilson has been a member of the
Department for 24 years. One of the primary ways that he is
preparing his graduate students for work in the energy industry is
by training students to use software that they might encounter in
the field.

Through his contacts in the industry, Wilson procured two
major software grants from industry giants Schlumberger and
Landmark. Both of the software programs will help students and
faculty to analyze subsurface environments for the purpose of oil
recovery and carbon sequestration, the practice of storing carbon
dioxide underground in order to reduce the amount of CO2 in the
atmosphere.

“It is essential that we understand the nature of subsurface
environments to ensure that we can reliably and safely sequester
CO2 for long time periods. These software resources—as we
explore and develop their potential—will help us prepare our
students to take on non-traditional but critical roles in our
country’s and the world’s energy future,” Wilson said.

Dr. Alan Brown, a WVU geology alumnus and Schlumberger
employee, helped to secure the $180,000 donation for the program
from Schlumberger Information Solutions, a world leader in
geophysical and subsurface technology development.

The software will be used initially as part of an academic/
government research/industry collaborative study to evaluate the
role fractures play in oil production from the Teapot Dome field in
Wyoming. This joint study originated in continuing collaboration
with the National Energy Technology Laboratory in Morgantown
and is continuing through a grant from the Petroleum Research
Fund of the American Chemical Society. The study will help in the
design and implementation of long-term enhanced oil recovery
and carbon sequestration efforts at the Teapot Dome field.

The Petrel software donated by Schlumberger is a powerful
package of geophysical and subsurface investigation tools. It works
with a Windows operating system and, unlike other software tools,
is fully integrated into a single software platform. Because of its
versatility, Wilson believes that the software will be beneficial to
many students and faculty within the Department of Geology and
Geography.

“I can’t overemphasize what a relief it is to see these kinds of
advances in the integration of various software tools. Petrel brings
the analytical efforts of the geophysicist, geologist, well log analyst,
and petroleum engineer together on a single software platform,”
Wilson said.

Landmark Graphics of Houston, Texas, a leading supplier of
software for the oil and gas industry and a brand of Halliburton’s
Digital and Consulting Solutions division, also provided the
department with state-of-the-art software valued at more than $8
million. Landmark’s software solutions contribute significantly to
the potential for sophisticated energy research and education and
will help attract top-notch applicants for future faculty positions
and high quality graduate students in the energy field, Wilson
said.Wilson has also incorporated several of Landmark’s software
tools into a computer-aided subsurface interpretation class that he
developed for the graduate and upper division undergraduate
curriculum. The software has helped students to learn concepts
and skills that are essential to the visualization of subsurface
problems associated with a variety of applications in fossil fuels
and mineral exploration.

Wilson’s graduate students have seen first-hand the benefit of
the software as well as the advantages of the assistance and training
that Wilson has provided. “I’ve been very fortunate to have the
funding and oversight that Dr. Wilson provides,” said Valerie
Smith, a student who is pursuing her Master’s degree in geology.
“The graduate experience here is more intense. I’ve had funding
from the get-go and have been able to do research from the
beginning.”

Smith also held a summer internship at Schlumberger’s
headquarters in Houston, Texas, where she had the opportunity to
practice using the software. She also traveled to Casper, Wyoming,
to visit the Rocky Mountain Oilfield Testing Center.

“This program is perfect training for whatever you want to get
into,” said Jamie Tallman, another of Wilson’s graduate students
whose research focuses on coalbed carbon sequestration. “It’s
exactly the way working in a business is. We have to work a certain
amount of hours per week, turn in status reports and updates. It’s
already like going to work.”

Through his commitment to the practical application of
academic study, Wilson has truly helped to equip the graduates of
the Geology program with the skills they need to become leaders
in the energy and environmental sectors. With Wilson’s help,
students like Smith and Tallman will be ready to step into the
world with confidence that they can succeed— without any extra
credit.

From

to

How Software Grants Are
Preparing Grads for Success
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The transition from undergraduate
studies or the workplace to graduate
school is a tough one for any
student.  New places, new faces, a
deeper and more challenging
intellectual endeavor – and the
matter of a dramatic life change –
can be daunting for any student.
Those who are West Virginians or
who hail from surrounding states
such as Pennsylvania, Maryland, and
Ohio have the option of heading
home for the occasional weekend,
academic responsibilities permitting.
They can hop a ride up or down I-79
or across I-68, have a couple of
home-cooked meals and a good
night’s sleep, and return refreshed
and ready to get back to work.

But what about the international
students?  There are no simple cures
for their bouts of homesickness and
adjustment.  It is far more difficult,
expensive, and time-consuming to
take a plane to the UK, Far East,
Middle East, or any other part of the
globe that is represented in the
Eberly College’s graduate student
population.

Of course the distance factor is just
one of many things that students
from other parts of the world weigh
when making their decision to

attend West Virginia University.
Many are excited to see a new part
of the world, just as American
students are when they enroll in
study abroad programs that send
them to places such as Hong Kong or
Italy.

Francesca Zanoni, a second-year
graduate student in the Eberly
College, decided to come to the U.S.
because of an exchange program
between her school in Italy and
WVU.

“There is an exchange program
between my Italian university
(Trento) and WVU,” she explains.
“Moreover, WVU was looking for
Italian teachers.”Teaching a foreign
language is one of many ways that
international students can adjust to
life in the States. By teaching a class
in their first language (be it Chinese,
Italian, French, Spanish, German,
Japanese, or Russian), the students
have the opportunity to introduce
not only the language but also to
introduce their native culture.  A
French class, for example, might
explore traditional French cuisine, or
a Japanese class might learn to eat
sushi. Not only are students learning
a new language, but they are also
gaining a greater understanding of

the context and elements of a new
culture.

Likewise, the instructor is learning a
new culture. As a result, they are
learning just as much from the
students as the students are learning
from them, which makes the
classroom experience beneficial for
everyone involved.

Needless to say, there are plenty of
differences in how classes are
structured in Morgantown compared
to what international students are
accustomed to in their home
countries. 

“The methods are very different,”
Zanoni admits. “In Italy it’s just
lectures.  Students study the notes
and the books. The exams are oral
interviews in my department in Italy.
There are not many written exams.
We don’t have to write papers or do
presentations, but we have about 20
exams every year, so the system is
pretty different.”

Although they are far from home,
international students are enjoying a
once-in-a-lifetime experience, and
making the most of their time at
West Virginia University.

Leaving on a Jet Plane
by Christopher Richardson
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Each of these individuals developed a solid base of knowledge, skill,
and creativity during their education in the Eberly College of Arts
and Sciences, giving them the inspiration and ambition to become
successful members of the community. More importantly, they are
recipients of Departmental Alumni Awards, given by the Eberly
College for their professional achievements.

The Eberly College of Arts and Sciences  honored outstanding
alumni at the Departmental Alumni Awards Recognition Banquet
held on March 16, 2006 at the Erickson Alumni Center.

Established in 2006, the Departmental Alumni Recognition Program
enables college departments and programs to honor a significant
alumnus for his or her civic leadership, community awareness,

Honoring Successful Graduates:
The Departmental Alumni Awards

by Lauren Peretti

What do a chemist, an author, a philanthropist, a geologist, and
a historian have in common with an attorney, a physicist, a
sociologist and a law student?  While some of these individuals
are researching science, others are practicing their art; and
although they may not appear to be connected, in one major way
they are.
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procedures in identifying a nominee.
Recipients are then approved by the
dean, who notifies the individual of his
or her selection. The selection criteria
are similar to that of the College
program.

A banquet is held in the spring, and all
honored alumni are invited to campus,
where they receive a College medallion
specially cast for the event and a
commemorative program. At the
ceremony, the chairs of the academic
departments and programs present the
award to each candidate explaining
how he or she has demonstrated the
value of lifelong learning and
commitment to the diversity of a
liberal arts and sciences education.

“The banquet is an opportunity for
recipients to interact with other
recipients, College administrators,
faculty and students from their
department,” said Dr. Almasy

The following individuals (in the
photo, left to right) were honored at
this year’s Departmental Alumni
Awards Banquet.

Charles Blaine Cecil, honored by the
Department of Geology/Geography;
now retired from the U.S. Geological
Survey, Washington, D.C.

David W. Bott, honored by the
Division of Public Administration; now
the Director of Community
Development for the City of

professional life, and cultural and
intellectual pursuits. The annual
program recognizes individuals who
make important contributions to their
field or community, and whose lives
reflect the commitment and excitement
gained from a broad arts and sciences
education.

“In a college the size of the Eberly
College, it shouldn’t surprise people
how many truly outstanding graduates
we have, and our new program is one
way of finding these individuals and
telling their stories,” said Dr. Mary
Ellen Mazey, dean of the Eberly College
of Arts and Sciences. The new program
was the idea of Dr. Mazey, whose goal
was to broaden the current College
alumni recognition program.

In 1998, the College Advisory Board
developed the College awards program
that recommends and recognizes six
recipients a year on a national level.
However, Dean Mazey wanted to
celebrate the many achievements of the
College’s graduates on a local, state, and
regional level who have contributed to
the community. The purpose of the
program is to encourage units of the
College to identify and salute successful
graduates, allowing individuals the
opportunity to renew or strengthen
connections with their department and
its faculty and students.

“Enlarging the awards program
involves departments and
administrators in identifying and
recognizing more graduates for their
professional lives and contributions on
the department level,” explained Dr.
Rudolph Almasy, associate dean for
development. “In a two-year stretch,
every department will have one
outstanding graduate celebrated.”

Bi-annually, each unit of the College
offering a major has the opportunity to
nominate one individual for
consideration by the Office of the
Dean, determining their own

Morgantown, Morgantown, W.Va.

Patricia Kearney, honored by the
Department of Communication
Studies; now a professor and the
associate chair of the Department of
Communication Studies at California
State University at Long Beach, Los
Angeles, Calif.

Richard M. Kuntz, honored by the
Department of Philosophy; now an
attorney and partner at Bollinger,
Ruberry, and Garvey, Chicago, Ill.

Jacklyn A. Gonzales, honored by the
Women’s Studies Program; now a
student of the WVU School of Law and
employed by Allan Karlin and
Associates, Morgantown, W.Va.

Christopher A. Snyder, honored by the
Interdepartmental Studies Program;
now a professor and chair of the
Department of History and Politics,
and director of the honors program at
Marymount University, Washington,
D.C.

Stephen F. Traynelis, honored by the C.
Eugene Bennett Department of
Chemistry; now a professor of
pharmacology at the Emory University
School of Medicine, Atlanta, Ga.

William E. Wallace, Jr., honored by the
Department of Physics; now a principal
scientist with the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH), Morgantown, W. Va.

John W. Ryan, honored by the
Department of Sociology
/Anthropology; now a professor and
chair of the Department of Sociology
at Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

The upcoming Departmental Alumni
Awards Banquet will be March 14,
2008. If interested in nominating an
alumnus for the 2007-2008 recognition
program, consult the department chair
or program director of the candidate’s
unit.

“In a college the size of the
Eberly College, it shouldn’t
surprise people how many
truly outstanding graduates
we have, and our new
program is one way of
finding these individuals
and telling their stories.”
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Brooks Hall
The 
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Transformation

Out with the old...

A Photo Essay by Michael Winser
and Katherine Kline
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...and in with the new.

The main entrance before and after, now known as Orville Eberly Plaza.



Arts & Sciences | 16 | Fall 2007

Teacher, Mentor, Friend:

Teachers and mentors are important for undergraduate
students, but for a graduate student the mentoring
relationship is crucial. The academic experiences are shaped
as much by one’s advisor as by curricular requirements, and a
graduate student often is directed in research, teaching, and
writing by a single individual who becomes the student’s
mentor and advocate. This is true whether one is pursuing a
master’s or a doctorate, whether one is researching in a
laboratory or a library, whether one is writing and defending
a thesis (usually required for a master’s) or a dissertation
(required for a PhD program).

It is not unusual for students to select a graduate program
based largely on the faculty members in that program,
persons with national reputations, individuals known for
their significant publications or their inspiring work with
students. Such professors attract the best students from across
the nation to come to WVU. They teach, they mentor, they
can become friends, too.

The English Department’s Master of Fine Arts in Creative
Writing is a program with a growing national reputation
precisely because of the writers/teachers who staff the
program, publish their own writing, teach the classes, and
direct the students’ writing in fiction, poetry, or creative non-
fiction. A graduate advisor for a creative writing student

establishes a unique relationship with the novice (and often
vulnerable) writer. That graduate teacher’s role – and
responsibility – is to work closely with the student, criticizing,
encouraging, demanding, praising.

What follows is a testimonial to one of those teachers from
a grateful student. If there were room in this magazine, we
would print hundreds of testimonials from graduate students
who have studied with mentors in biology and chemistry,
political science and psychology, foreign languages and
geography.

The Gift
by Sara Pritchard

We live on the same street – Elysian Avenue (a place of
ideal happiness)– but we don't know each other. From a
distance, from my bare window, I admire the long rope of
hair; the dancer's posture: stem of spine, tap root to
gravity; the small boy holding her hand.

These are the Reagan Years. Big hair, big shoulder pads.
Solid Gold dancers. Unemployment lines. Gil Scott-Heron
singing “The Revolution Will Not Be Televised.” George
Jones at 331/3 rpm, “He Stopped Loving Her Today.” My
IBM Selectric typewriter with its nifty type balls: PICA 10
and SCRIPT; the $10/month ad in the Daily Athenaeum:

The Graduate School Experience

The Department of English Creative Writing Faculty includes, front row, left to right: Ellesa Clay High, Gail Adams,
and Ethel Morgan Smith. Back row: Kevin Oderman, Mark Brazaitis, Mary Ann Samyn, and Jim Harms.



Gail Galloway Adams, professor of literature and creative
writing, will retire in May 2008 after 22 years with the
Department of English. Professor Adams has won every
teaching award the department, the College, and the
University have to offer, in addition to the South Atlantic
Association of Departments of English Outstanding Teacher
Award, and a Professor of the Year Award from the Carnegie
Foundation. For her short story collection, The Purchase of Order, Gail Adams won the prestigious Flannery
O’Conner Award. Her stories and essays have been widely published and anthologized. Although barely five-feet tall,
Gail Adams’s reputation among her students and peers is larger than life—legendary—and the shoes she’ll leave
behind will be very, very big.

Sara Pritchard (MFA Creative Writing, 2004) is the author of Crackpots (2003) and Lately (2007). Sara was 48
years old when she took her first class in creative writing at WVU. The year was 1997, and her teacher was Gail
Galloway Adams. Sara now works for the West Virginia University Press.
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TYPING AND EDITING: $1 PER DOUBLE-SPACED
PAGE. THESES, DISSERTATIONS, TERM PAPERS,
BRIEFS. 292-0281

Fast forward twenty years. George W. Bush years. I had
no idea back then that she—the woman with the braid, the
woman holding the little boy’s hand—would change my
life.

Now and then on the Selectric I try a poem. “Ah, love,” I
type. (I struggle with this stanza so) “lie down among these
trillium and feel / the fat moon stirring underneath / the
__________ horizon.” What kind of horizon? A dark
horizon? A blue horizon? A pale horizon? I don't realize
that the problem is not in finding the perfect modifier of
horizon. The problem, I discover years later—after a class
from her—is those damn trillium. Who on earth would “lie
down among”—on top of, pray tell? —would crush, for
God’s sake!—those sweet little trillium?

It’s in the paper: she has written a book, the woman
with the braid and the little boy. She has won a prize. “If
there is a heaven,” one reviewer writes, “Flannery
O’Connor is in it, looking down on Gail Galloway Adams.”
Up above in a wing chair sits Mary Flannery O’Connor,
smiling, prim in her taffeta Lucy dress and pin-curled hair-
do, a dab of Houbigant Chantilly behind each ear, a little
trained chicken by her side. Down here: Trudy Gail
Galloway Adams. The woman with the long braid, the
ballet slippers, the child!

“I have often walked down this street before,” I hum to
myself, walking down Elysian Avenue to The Book
Exchange, where I have now, miraculously, landed a job in
Accounts Receivable (or is it Accounts Payable?).

She moves to another part of town. Poof! Gone: the
dancer-writer, the braid, the little boy.

But the book: Oh, my, the book!
Then . . . ten or so years —many readings later, I take a
class. My first story she sets on the table, lays her hand
upon it. “This,” she says, “this is wonderful.” My story is on
the table, underneath her palm, and what do I see? I see
Melquiades from One Hundred Years of Solitude.
Melquiades with a braid. Melquiades with a canvas tote bag
bearing the faded Pre-Raphaelite face of Virginia Woolf on
the outside and books, books, books, and a bag of Oreos
inside. Melquiades touching that block of ice.

The magic is this: I trust her. I believe her. I admire her
so. I love her book of stories, The Purchase of Order. And so
I write and write and write. I write for her. I write like
crazy, and always, always, that first affirmation—her hand
on my story—stays with me. One little moment that alters,
forever, my life. Enriches my life beyond belief. One little
moment in a dingy classroom in the basement of
Stansbury Hall, bomber jet airplanes on the wall. I can still
see it. Her hand on my story. I can feel it now. I feel it on
everything I write: Gail’s hand.

To honor Gail Adams—or any other member of the
creative writing faculty— consider a gift to the English
Department’s Creative Writing Endowment 3V272.
This is a fund which supports students, faculty, and
visiting writers. Contributions may be sent to the
WVU Foundation, P. O. Box 1650, Morgantown WV
26507-1650. For more information, contact Dr.
Rudolph Almasy at Rudy.Almasy@mail.wvu.edu or
304-293-4611.



Michael F. Detweiler earned a Ph.D. in psychology from the Eberly
College in 2005, and is currently serving as a staff psychologist with
the U.S. Air Force, stationed in Bagram, Afghanistan. What follows
is an excerpt from an e-mail he sent to Dr. Tracy Morris of WVU’s
Psychology Department and others on February 27, 2007.

Well, guys, it seems I got my wish. The boredom of Bagram has
been broken.

You may know the details already. At around 1000 hrs local time
Tuesday morning, a Taliban suicide bomber strapped with
explosives and ball bearings (to increase the number of shrapnel-
related casualties) acted on a tip that Vice President Cheney was
here and detonated himself at our front gate.

I heard the explosion from about a mile away where I was seeing
a patient who was directly affected by the suicide I mentioned last
time I wrote. He was describing how upset and depressed he was,
then the call came over the loudspeaker and we grabbed our
guns, kicked into soldier mode, and went straight to our
respective work. He’ll come back later and we’ll pick up where we
left off, but what an odd experience that was.

Once you’re here for a while you can tell the difference between
the big booms we make and the big booms they make and this
was definitely one of theirs. Shortly thereafter, the giant voice
came over the loudspeaker and announced a Code Red (i.e., the
base is under attack), the first attack here in about 4 years. Of
course, they came nowhere near Cheney, but the point was made.
Before the Code Red sank in, a dreaded Code Purple, a mass
casualty scenario, was announced. It means patients will show up
on our doorstep very soon, and lots of them. The blast killed
about ten people immediately, mostly foreign nationals who were
coming into the base to work. One was confirmed U.S. military.
About twice that many were wounded, with varying degrees of
severity.

Send more than ten patients at once to your average ER and they
have to shut down. We got at least thirty, not including next of

kin, supervisors, concerned escorts, and translators. Once the
initial wave arrived and the medics got down to business, we
kicked into high gear. We helped out however we could, although
it’s really an excuse for us to keep an eye on our staff and
intervene if necessary.

The hospital scene was as expected – blood everywhere, patients
stacked wherever you can find room and a frenetic yet systematic
chaos unfolding, straight out of M*A*S*H*. In one corner a
group worked on a child (who would not survive); in the other
corner a group worked on a civilian contractor (who is in critical
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Breaking the

Boredom of Bagram
by Michael F. Detweiler, PhD
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condition and expected to die). The uniform of one of my young
coworkers from Travis Air Force Base was so blood-soaked I
thought she was injured, but I soon realized she just hadn’t had
time to don a protective gown. I made a mental note to visit her
later.

I went to the ICU next. The doctors and nurses were busy, mostly
with patients who had lost limbs, but people seemed to be doing
well. What stands out in my mind is a small Afghani boy, about 6
years old, sitting Indian-style on a gurney, contently eating an
apple behind a curtain that blocked his view of all sorts of hell
and carnage. He seemed totally oblivious and his parents
recognized no pressing need to comfort or console him. It was
business as usual for Afghanistan.

I then moved on to the outpatient section. My first true psych
patient was there, easy to spot with the “thousand-yard stare.” He
survived the blast only because his “battle buddy” recognized the
threat in time to shield him. His friend died and he made it. As
serious as mental health conditions are, they pale beside the
medical casualties. By walking him to our clinic, we freed up a
bed for the wounded. It didn’t seem like much, but it helped the
doctors, our other clients.

Later that night, I headed to the laundry to wash clothes and to
decompress. There were a surprising number of hospital staffers
there, trying to get the blood out of their uniforms before it set
in. I can safely say I had more therapeutic interactions in that
laundry room than the whole day in the clinic.

We’ll have our work cut out for us in the coming week. Our
medics accept all patients on the basis of need, not on the basis of
political affiliation. We have a wing of the hospital filled with

insurgents no more than ten yards from the troops they just
attacked and we don’t treat them any differently than our own
people. We follow the Geneva conventions, even if they don’t. I
can’t imagine what it must take for these medics to be able to do
that day in and day out, but I’d better figure it out fast because
I’m going to have to help them with it.

That’s about it from my perspective. The life of a deployed
military psychologist is weeks of boredom punctuated by
helicopter crashes, suicides, and a mass casualty event caused by a
suicide bomber, and . . . we’ll see what else. I’m not sure how well
it comes through in the e-mail, but I’m doing fine over here,
physically and emotionally. If today taught me anything, it was
that this is the job I was born to do. I miss you all and love
hearing from you.

Mike

“I can’t imagine what it
must take for these medics to
be able to do that day in and
day out, but I’d better figure
it out fast because I’m going
to have to help them with it.”
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At a young age, she was fascinated with the environment,
exploring the effects of carbon dioxide, measuring
countless tiny roots of plants, analyzing data and
formulating results. In middle school, he passionately
started pursuing a successful career in politics when he was
elected student body president. In college, she was invited
to study in Brazil; he was elected an important political
figure of his community, and they both became two of the
nation’s elite students after receiving prestigious
scholarships.

Winning a scholarship of a substantial value is desired by
many but achieved by few. Dedication and perseverance
are essential for success, and qualities of the Eberly College
of Arts and Sciences top students, Kellen Calinger and
Matthew Delligatti, who are 2007 recipients of two premier
academic awards.

When describing a 21-year-old senior at West Virginia
University, it is rare that the title consists of Fairmont City
Councilman and Truman Scholar; however, political
science major Matthew Delligatti is proud to say he is both.

On November 7, 2006, Delligatti, then 20, was elected a
member of the Fairmont City Council, beginning his
career in public service as the youngest councilman in
Fairmont history. Additionally, his decision to apply for
the scholarship resulted in his becoming WVU’s 18th

Truman Scholar.

The Truman Scholarship, named after U.S. President Harry
S. Truman, is awarded to students who plan to pursue a
career in public service. Dr. Robert DiClerico, professor of
political science, suggested that the Fairmont, W.Va. native
apply and submit a proposal for a change in government,
nonprofit sector, or education.

“When I was selected as councilman, I rededicated myself
to public service,” Delligatti explained. “It was the
motivation I needed to take my standards to the next level.”
Delligatti’s proposal for the scholarship was to level out the
imbalance in mandatory minimum sentences for
trafficking powdered cocaine and crack cocaine.

“Matt is a bright young man committed to improving the
daily lives of West Virginians by helping to shape public
policy. He is already serving as the youngest official ever

Mountaineers
Take Top

Academic
Prizes

by Allison Brown
& Lauren Peretti 

Matt Delligatti,
Truman Scholar 
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elected to the city council of Fairmont, and aspires to be
governor of our state. Given his talents, that goal is well
within reach,” commented Dr. DiClerico.

Many Truman Scholars who are awarded $30,000 towards
graduate expenses have the opportunity to attend the top
law schools in the nation. However, Delligatti plans to
attend the WVU School of Law to retain his current office.

Delligatti was the only student from a West Virginia college
or university to be awarded the Truman Scholarship in 2007,
and one of only 65 students from a field of 585 applicants.

“This award is an honor for my city, my state, and West
Virginia University,” Delligatti commented. “I intend, like
President Truman, to use the opportunities I have to give a
voice to the voiceless.”

Achieving success comes easy for Kellen Marie Calinger,
whose list of accomplishments is already lengthy. The
double major in biology and chemistry now proudly accepts
the title of a Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship recipient.

“Winning the Goldwater Scholarship is a major step in being
accepted to graduate school and ultimately achieving my
career goals,” stated the junior from Wheeling.

The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship, named after the
former Senator, is a two-year award for up to $7,500 for
students who excel and plan to pursue a career in science,
math, or engineering.

Calinger has worked with WVU Biology Professor Dr.

Richard Thomas for two summers in the Student
Undergraduate Research Experience (SURE), an 8-week
program that provides participants with valuable research
experience.

“The SURE program has provided a forum for learning 
new lab techniques and procedures which will make me
competitive for future research programs,” Kellen
commented.

Currently, she is examining the effects of differing carbon
dioxide and nitrogen levels on leaf tissue, which is
extremely relevant to her real passion: global warming.
Following graduation, Calinger plans to pursue a doctorate
in environmental biochemistry.

“Most undergraduates who work in my lab are pre-med
students,” stated Dr. Thomas. “Kellen is highly unusual
because she is concerned about what climate change might
do to our world. It’s very gratifying to have an under-
graduate in my lab who is interested in this complex
subject and has the drive and ambition to conduct her own
research project.”

Calinger is one of 317 students out of 1,110 applicants who
were awarded the Goldwater Scholarship in 2007, and the
only student from a West Virginia college or university,
increasing the total of WVU recipients to 30.

In addition to being honored as a Goldwater Scholar,
Calinger is a WVU Foundation Scholar, a West Virginia
Promise Scholar, an Albert Christ Scholar, and an Eberly
Scholar. As the list continues, she has received an Eberly
College Certificate of Achievement and been on the Dean’s
List every semester. She is also a member of the National
Society for Collegiate Scholars, the National Exemplary
Scholars in Service, the American Chemical Society, and
Chimes Academic Honorary Society.

“The Goldwater Scholarship opens doors and hopefully
will help me as I try to better the environment through my
research,” stated Calinger.

The Eberly College of Arts and Sciences strives to mentor
exceptional students; and with the outstanding
accomplishments of Kellen Calinger and Matthew
Delligatti, the administration and faculty are proud to say
they are continuing to achieve this goal.

Kellen Calinger,
Goldwater Scholar 
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New Faculty

Among the new faculty members in the Eberly College this year
are, back row, left to right:

Amy Hirshman, Sociology/Anthropology, holds a Ph.D. in
anthropology from Michigan State University. Her current
research is on the emergence of the Prehispanic Tarascan State in
western Mexico. Before coming to WVU, Dr. Hirshman taught
at the University of Michigan-Flint and at Michigan State
University.

Jim Siekmeier, Political Science, holds a Ph.D. in the history of
U.S. foreign policy from Cornell University. He previously
taught at Cornell; Luther College in Decorah, Iowa; Angelo State
University in San Angelo, Texas, Universidad Mayor de San
Andres, La Paz, Bolivia; Universidad de San Simon,
Cochabamba, Bolivia; and George Washington University in
Washington, D. C.

Peter Carmichael, Eberly Family Professor of Civil War Studies,
Department of History, holds a Ph.D. from Penn State. His field
is 19th century U.S. history, with special interest in the Civil War,
Reconstruction, and Southern history. He comes to WVU from
the University of North Carolina-Greensboro.

Angel Tuninetti, Chair, Department of Foreign Languages,
comes to WVU from Lebanon Valley College in Pennsylvania.
His Ph.D. is from Washington University in St. Louis, and his
field is travel literature of South America.

Eberly College Welcomes

Middle row:

Tim Carr, Marshall Miller Energy Professor of Geology,
focuses on energy research. He comes to WVU from the
University of Kansas where he was co-director of the Kansas
University Energy Research Center. He holds a Ph.D. from the
University of Wisconsin.

Erin Cassese, Political Science, holds a Ph.D. from Stony Brook
University with a specialization in political psychology.

Joseph Baltimore, Philosophy, specializes in philosophy of the
mind, metaphysics, and philosophy of religion. He holds a
Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison

Rita Rio, Biology, holds a Ph.D. from Yale University. Her
fields are symbiosis (interspecific associations) and evolution
of benevolence versus virulence. She did a postdoctoral
fellowship at the University of Connecticut.

Marjorie Darrah, Mathematics, earned her Ph.D. at WVU,
with a specialization in graph theory. She is the former chair
of Natural Sciences at Alderson-Broaddus College where she
taught for ten years.

Front: David Westerman, Communication Studies, holds a
Ph.D. from Michigan State University where he specialized in
mass communication and computer-mediated
communication.
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Back row, left to right:

Helen Hartnett, Social Work, holds a Ph.D. from The Ohio State
University and taught previously at the University of Kansas. She
specializes in community organizing, and political advocacy and
homelessness.

Rosemary Hathaway, English, is a specialist in folklore, 20th century
American literature, and English education. She comes to WVU from
the University of Northern Colorado where she was on the faculty for
11 years. Her Ph.D. is from The Ohio State University.

Matthew Talbert, Philosophy, previously taught at the University of
California, San Diego. He holds a Ph.D. from the University of
California, Riverside. His research focuses on ethics, moral philosophy,
and philosophy of action.

Not pictured:

Elisa Krackow, Psychology, studies children’s
cognition and emotion. Her Ph.D. is from
Binghamton University/State University of New York.
She taught at Northern Illinois University before
coming to WVU.

Michael Zakour, Social Work, holds a Ph.D. from the
George Warren Brown School of Social Work at
Washington University in St. Louis. His research
focuses on volunteers and social work in disasters.

Mark Culp, Statistics, holds a Ph.D. from the
University of Michigan. His field is machine learning
and computational statistics.

Middle Row:

Brian Ballentine, English, did his graduate work at
Case Western Reserve University where he also
served as Director of Technical Communication. At
WVU, he is Coordinator of the Professional Writing
and Editing Program in the Department of English.
He researches rhetoric, and professional and
technical writing.

Xiangying Jiang, Foreign Languages, holds a Ph.D.
in applied linguistics from Northern Arizona
University.

Michelle Withers, Biology, earned a Ph.D. in
neuroscience from the University of Arizona, which
she followed with a post-doctoral fellowship at
Brandeis University. Before coming to WVU, she
taught at Louisiana State University. Her fields of
study are neuroscience and biology education.

Front row:

Amy Gentzler, Psychology, taught at the University
of Pittsburgh before coming to WVU. She holds a
Ph.D. from Kent State University and did a
postdoctoral fellowship at George Washington
University. She specializes in developmental
psychology with a special interest in social
development.

Jim Belanger, Biology, holds a Ph.D. from the
University of Toronto. Before coming to WVU, he
taught at Louisiana State University. His research is
in neurobiology, with special interests in the neural
basis of behavior, adaptive behavior, and
comparative physiology.



College
The Eberly College, the Department of English, the
Department of Foreign Languages, the Center for Women’s
Studies, the Department of History, the Africana Studies
Program, the Office of International Programs, and the Center
for Black Culture and Research sponsored the 33rd

Annual Meeting of the African Literature
Association, in Morgantown, March 14 to 18, 2007. The
meeting’s theme was “African Literature and the Cultural
Dynamics of Globalization.”  Dr. Janice Spleth of the
Department of Foreign Languages was the conference’s lead
organizer.

The Eberly College Advisory Board welcomes three new
members this fall. Robert H. McNabb is Executive Vice
President of Korn/Ferry International, one of the world’s
leading providers of human capital and executive personnel
solutions. He is also Chief Executive Officer of Futurestep,
Korn/Ferry’s outsourced recruitment subsidiary. A 1970
graduate of the Eberly College, he holds a bachelor’s degree
in political science. He has also completed post-graduate
studies at the Executive Management Program of the
Wharton School of Economics at the University of
Pennsylvania. A native of Charleston, McNabb now lives in
Houston,Texas. Amanda Walker is counsel to the Office
of the Inspector General at the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services in Washington, D. C. She holds
bachelor’s degrees in biology and French from the Eberly
College and a law degree from Tulane University’s School of
Law. While at WVU,Walker was selected for the Order of
Augusta, the highest honor bestowed upon WVU
undergraduates. She was also honored as the top 2001
graduate of the Department of Foreign Languages. Dr.
William Coleman holds a BS and a PhD in physics from
the Eberly College. He recently retired as Vice President of
Photo Stencil LLC. He and his wife, Bonniegail Kucan
Coleman, have established a scholarship fund for female West
Virginia residents who are physics majors at WVU. The
Colemans reside in Colorado Springs, Colorado.
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One of the most famous books by one of WVU’s most
beloved professors is coming back into print.A new edition of
Dr. Patrick Gainer’s 1975 classic Witches, Ghosts, and
Signs: Folklore of the Southern Appalachians, will be reissued this
year. Gainer, the renowned folklorist and WVU English
professor from 1946 to 1972, spent more than five decades
collecting tales of the strange and supernatural from southern
Appalachia.The book also includes fascinating material about
Appalachian superstitions, planting by signs of the moon,
weather forecasting, and mountaineer doctoring. Witches,
Ghosts, and Signs is available through the WVU Press for
$18.95. For ordering information on this book and other
fiction and studies of Appalachia, contact the WVU Press at
www.wvupress.com or by phone at 1-866-WVUPRESS.

Dr. John Ferling, professor emeritus of history at the
University of West Georgia, and an Eberly College alumnus,
recently published a new book, Almost A Miracle:The American
Victory in the War of Independence. It is an alternative selection
for the Book of the Month Club. Dr. Ferling received the
Eberly College Alumni Recognition Award in 2006. He is
regarded as one of the nation’s leading scholars on the
Revolutionary period of U.S. history.

Dr. Sophia Blaydes, professor emerita of English, was
inducted into WVU’s Order of Vandalia in May. During her
34-year career, Dr. Blaydes taught hundreds of courses, both
undergraduate and graduate, in Shakespeare and Restoration
and 18th century British literature. She served a term as chair
of WVU’s Faculty Senate, founded the Committee of Retired
Faculty, and served as program coordinator for Retired and
Senior Faculty. Dr. Blaydes is a former faculty representative
to the WVU Board of Trustees, a past president of the WV
Association of College English Teachers, a former chair of the
WV Shakespeare and Renaissance Association, and was a
delegate to the 1995 White House Conference on Aging.
“The Order of Vandalia is reserved for those who have
demonstrated extraordinary service, loyalty, and dedication to
WVU,” said President David C. Hardesty, Jr. “[Sophia
Blaydes] is a valued friend of this University who has given of
her time and energy to make WVU an outstanding institution
of higher learning.”

EBERLY COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Around the



ge Meagan Birmingham, a junior from Chatham, Ontario,
Canada, was named a Collegiate All-American Scholar by the
U.S.Achievement Academy earlier this year.The honor
recognizes superior academic accomplishment. Birmingham is
working toward a double major in communication studies
and women’s studies with a minor in professional writing and
editing. She was nominated for the award by Dr. Maria Brann,
associate professor of communication studies.

Judge David A. Faber and Dr. Kim Weaver are the
recipients of the 2007 Eberly College Alumni Recognition
Awards. Faber holds a BA magna cum laude in political
science from the Eberly College, a JD from Yale University
School of Law and an LLM in law from the University of
Virginia. He served in the U.S.Air Force from 1968 to 1972,
reaching the rank of Captain, then continued his service in
the Air Force Reserves, retiring as a full Colonel. He also
served as a Judge Advocate General and Lieutenant
Commander in the U.S. Naval Reserves. Faber was appointed
as U.S.Attorney for the Southern District of West Virginia by
President Ronald W. Reagan, and later served as Special
Assistant U.S.Attorney for the Northern District of West
Virginia. His career has culminated in his appointment by
President George W. Bush as Chief Judge for the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of West Virginia. Dr. Kim
Weaver holds a bachelor’s degree in physics from the Eberly
College and a Ph.D. in astronomy from the University of
Maryland. She was a postdoctoral research associate for two
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years at the Pennsylvania State University and a postdoctoral
fellow at Johns Hopkins University, where she received the
NASA Presidential Early Career Award. Dr.Weaver is an
astrophysicist in the X-Ray Astrophysics Branch of the
laboratory for High Energy Astrophysics at NASA’s Goddard
Space Flight Center and is adjunct associate professor at
Johns Hopkins. She is the author of The Violent Universe:
Joyrides Through the X-Ray Cosmos, a book that explains to the
general public – especially children – the many recent
advances in astronomy.

Dr. Katherine J. Leisering, M.A. Communication
Studies 1972, has published her first book, Life’s a Hoot, Man.
Leisering, who lives in Parkersburg, holds a Ph.D. from Ohio
University and has taught at Slippery Rock University (PA),
Bethany College (WV), and West Virginia Northern
Community College. She is the recipient of numerous
comedy writing and performing awards, including the 1989
WQED, Pittsburgh, Regional Classical Comedy Contest first
place award, and 2002 and 2005 humor writing awards from
the West Virginia Writer’s Association. The book can be
ordered from Maggie and Lorna Enterprises at 1-866-200-
9030.

Dr. Katherine Aaslestad, associate professor of history,
is the recipient of a Distinguished Alumna Award from the
University of Mary Washington (formerly Mary Washington
College). Dr.Aaslestad earned a Bachelor of Arts in history at

Mary Washington in 1985, then a
Master of Arts and Ph.D. in history at
the University of Illinois. She joined the
WVU faculty in 1997, and is the
history department’s specialist on
modern Germany. Dr.Aaslestad has
accumulated a number of awards at
WVU, including the Woodburn
Professor Award, an award recognizing
associate professors in mid-career who
demonstrate outstanding achievement
in research, teaching, and service, the
John R.Williams Outstanding Teaching
Award from the WVU Honors
Program, the Eberly College of Arts
and Sciences Outstanding Teaching
Award, and the WVU Foundation
Teaching Award.

Dr. Katherine Aaslestad



In Memoriam
Long-time Professor of Foreign
Languages Armand Singer, age
92, died on July 13, 2007 in
Morgantown after a brief illness.
Singer held a bachelor’s degree from
Amherst College and both master’s
and Ph.D. degrees in Romance
languages from Duke University. He
was one of the country’s leading
scholars on the classic saga of Don
Juan, a fictional character who, as he
wrote,“is amorously inclined but not
able to find permanent love.” The

legendary faculty member ostensibly retired in 1980, after
forty years on the WVU faculty, but was never far from his
office in Chitwood Hall, continuing to teach a graduate
course in research methods, to edit the Philological Papers, and
to pursue his own research. He left a remarkable record of
intellectual accomplishments and travel odysseys, including
jaunts to both the North and South Poles.At the age of 87,
he took up skydiving, and at 89, dived from a 4,000 foot
mountaintop in Switzerland.A memorial service was held on
campus on October 6. Singer was preceded in death by his
wife, the former Mary Rebecca White, who also held a
Ph.D. in classics from Duke, and who also taught at WVU for
many years. Dr. Larry Schwab, a Morgantown
ophthalmologist, maintains a website devoted to Dr. Singer’s
adventures: http://222.uechi.typepad.com/wheres_armand/

Dr. George Seidel, 50, assistant professor of statistics, died
April 19, 2007 at his farm in Fort Hill, Pa. Dr. Seider, a native
of Perry County, Pa., held master’s and doctoral degrees from
WVU, and was appointed to the Eberly College faculty in
2002. He also served as a statistician for the WVU
Agriculture and Forestry Experiment Station, providing
statistical consulting services for both the Station and for the
faculty and students of WVU’s Davis College of Agriculture,
Forestry, and Consumer Sciences. “George was always
positive and always smiling, even when he was in pain,” said
Dr. E. James Harner, chair of the Department of Statistics.
“He taught us to appreciate every day for what it has to offer.
He was a great faculty member, colleague, and friend.”  One
of his students described Dr. Seidel as “a wonderful professor
[and] a remarkable person. He had a way of relaying
Statistics to his students that was understandable and fun.
The world truly lost a magnificent soul with the passing of Dr.
Seidel.”

Dr. Milton Tidd Heald, 88,WVU Professor of Geology
from 1948 to 1984, died February 22, 2007 in Roanoke,Va. A
native of Woburn, Mass., Dr. Heald earned his bachelor's
degree from Wesleyan University and his Ph.D. from Harvard
University. He interrupted his education to serve as a naval
officer during World War II. The American Association of
Petroleum Geologists honored Dr. Heald with their 1991
Outstanding Educator Award. He is survived by three
daughters, who have established an endowment in memory of
their parents. The fund will support advanced research by
geology graduate students at WVU. Contributions may be
sent to the WVU Foundation, P. O. Box 1650, Morgantown
WV 26507-1650, with "Milton and Doris Heald Geology
Scholarship Fund" on the memo line of your check.
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Four of the five faculty members who received
2007 WVU Foundation Outstanding Teacher
Awards are from the Eberly College. Honorees
received a $2,500 honorarium or a $5,000 U.S.
savings bond. Kenneth Martis, professor of
geography, holds a doctorate from the University
of Michigan. He is a previous winner of a teaching
award from the National Council for Geographic
Education, and has held a Lilly Endowment
Postdoctoral Fellowship, an Exxon Education
Foundation grant, several grants from the National
Endowment for the Humanities and the National
Science Foundation, and a Fulbright Fellowship.
Dr. Martis is geography honors adviser for the
WVU Honors College and a 30-year member of
the National Council for Geographic Education.
Kathleen O’Hearn Ryan, assistant professor
of English, teaches undergraduate and graduate
courses in literature, drama, and performance
studies. She is involved in the extended learning
outreach program at the U.S. Penitentiary in
Hazleton, and founded the Appalachian Prison
Book Project, a student and community
organization that sends free books to incarcerated
persons in the Appalachian region. She holds a
doctoral degree from the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst and is a recipient of the
2007 Eberly College Outstanding Teacher Award.
Mary Ann Samyn, assistant professor of
English, teaches poetry, creative writing, and
women’s literature classes at both undergraduate
and graduate levels. She coordinates and teaches
the Appalachian Lifelong Learners poet laureate’s
course as well as “Gear Up” workshops for high
school students. She holds an MFA from the
University of Virginia and has published four books
of poetry. Keith Weber holds a doctorate in
education from WVU and is associate professor of
Communication Studies. He was nominated for
the national Emmy Award for a public service
announcement one of his classes helped create,
“Redemption,” which addressed misconceptions
about organ donation. He won the 2006 CINE
Golden Eagle award and two 2006 Bronze Telly
awards for the public service announcement. Dr.
Weber teaches courses in undergraduate,
graduate, and extended learning on the mass
media, for which he won a 2007 Eberly College
Outstanding Teacher Award.

CollegeAround the

continued
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What do ambassadors from foreign countries, faculty
members from all the colleges and universities in West Virginia,
and an interest in international studies all have in common?
FACDIS: Faculty and Course Development in International
Studies, a program which was developed to meet the growing
needs of faculty members in higher education who teach a course
in or related to international studies.

Primarily aimed at the improvement of international
education in West Virginia, the program, which began in 1980, is
composed of nearly 400 members who come from every college
and university in West Virginia. It began as a way for the
scattered faculty teaching international studies to stay connected
and up-to-date by sharing different teaching methods and course
materials.

Twice each year, the members of FACDIS meet to exchange
ideas about how better to teach their subjects. In November, 125
faculty associates gathered in Morgantown. Of the event,
FACDIS Director and Professor of History at WVU, Dr. Jack
Hammersmith commented, “Apart from their obvious
professional aspects, the fall workshops always seem like a
homecoming to me, with faculty from all over the state renewing
acquaintances and eagerly sharing ideas and anecdotes. It makes
FACDIS one of the most satisfying collegial experiences I’ve
observed in the last four decades of university life.”

In March 2008, a dozen individuals will attend the John A.
Maxwell Scholar-Diplomat Program in Washington, D.C. The
annual event, named for the late Co-Director of FACDIS and
WVU History Professor Dr. John A. Maxwell, is three days long
and brings together members of FACDIS with delegates and
experts in worldwide affairs. The main goal of the convention is
to gain an inside perspective from foreign countries into the
governments of the U.S. and other countries.

“It gives us a first hand look inside the government process
and a view of both the high level of knowledge and the intimate
interaction of policy makers and experts in Washington
together,” Dr. Hammersmith explained.

“Drawing from the deep knowledge of policy-makers and
high-profile experts in and out of government—and interacting
with foreign policy professionals both from the United States and
foreign governments—the Scholar-Diplomat seminar never fails
to be an exciting and engaging experience,” stated Dr.
Hammersmith.

FACDIS also extends its services to elementary and high
school teachers, grades kindergarten though 12, with a program
held each July. The International Summer Institute for Teachers
is a week-long convention located at a state park in West
Virginia; this year’s event was held at Blackwater Falls. Forty
teachers and librarians convened to work with FACDIS members
on improving their teaching plans in the area of international
studies.

Every few years, instead of assembling at a state park, 15 to 18

teachers, FACDIS members, and out-of-state participants travel
overseas to gain firsthand experience of foreign culture.
Although FACDIS provides the bulk of the funding, some
personal payment may be needed to meet the required cost.

“When we travel with teachers in the summer, we gain the
unmatchable advantages of first-hand experiences,” stated Dr.
Hammersmith. “When we remain in the state to explore a topic,
we are able to attract wonderful faculty talent from WVU and
elsewhere, and can accommodate twice as many teachers as is
possible when traveling.”

In the 27 years that FACDIS has been in existence, it has
reaped several awards. In 1987, it received the American
Association of State Colleges and Universities G. Theodore Mitau
Award for Innovation and Change in Higher Education. It also

received the Theodore M. Hesburgh Award for Faculty
Development to Enhance Undergradute Teaching and Learning.
In 2001, FACDIS received the first Cyrus R. Vance Award for
International Education, a $5,000 prize bestowed by the West
Virginia Department of Education and the Arts. The
organization was also honored with the 2004 Innovator Award,
presented by the Southern Growth Policies Board.

“I don’t think it’s an exaggeration to say that FACDIS is an
exceptional organization,” Dr. Hammersmith explained.
“Collegial in spirit, enduring in objectives, renewing in
membership, it has sought to elevate and improve the teaching of
international subjects at all levels of West Virginia education. For
27 years, I believe it has achieved those ideals, thanks largely to
strong and parallel commitments from faculty and
administrators alike.”

Eberly Faculty
Improve International Education

by Allison Brown

Dr. Jack Hammersmith and Gretchen Peterec
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It’s West Virginia, it’s West Virginia, the pride of every
Mountaineer… It’s a Monday morning after another
impressive Mountaineer win and morning radio airwaves are
filled with the sounds of the Pride of West Virginia.

A 34-year-old, class of 1995 graduate in the English
Department’s Creative Writing Program is on the microphone
talking about how great the Mounties are this season. This
might be at a radio station in Charleston, but it’s not. All right
then, a station in Morgantown. Nope. A station in San
Francisco???  Jumping Jerry West, really?

It’s true. I am Executive Producer for the San Francisco Bay
Area’s number one morning radio and nighttime TV show
“The Sarah and No Name Show.” With over 400,000 people
listening each morning, it’s a long way from my first radio
station in Keyser, WV. So how does a kid from West Virginia
make it in broadcasting on the left coast?

I started as a teenager, playing commercials on the radio for
high school girls basketball games at a barely audible AM
station in Keyser, WV. One night a DJ at the sister classic rock
station WQZK got sick and the next thing I knew I was a
classic rock DJ, even though I didn’t know that Lynyrd Skynyrd
wasn’t a guy.

Long story short, after paying for beer and books doing radio
at WCLG in Morgantown (anybody remember Matt McQ?), I
got my degree in creative writing and was ready to take on the
world as a writer or famous DJ, but more importantly, get out
of West Virginia!  I was sure I would leave the mountains and
stereotypes for good.

Three years later, I was working at a country music station in
Parkersburg, WV (WNUS) and doing no writing. I was
certain I would never leave my home state and that my big
plans were nothing more than just dreams. That’s when I
found out about a producer job in Washington, D.C. with the
nationally syndicated G. Gordon Liddy show. Not knowing
any better I got in my car, drove to D.C., and talked my way
into the job even though I had never been a producer in my
life. What a break!  I had made it out of West Virginia and
thought I’d never look back.

After a year in D.C., I got a gig producing a morning show in
NYC!  I had made it to the big time. My boyhood dreams of
big market radio had come true. I was rubbing elbows with
celebrities, writing, and I was out of West Virginia for
good.That was about the time I really started thinking about
the place that I was from and I was so anxious to hide my
heritage. Maybe it was because my New York air name was
Matty Moonshine, but I realized that West Virginia was not so
bad after all. In fact it was my home and I was going to be
proud of it. Not just proud, but downright boastful! 

Flash forward a few years, and here in San Francisco sits a guy
with a giant flying WV tattoo on his forearm, who wears and
displays his WVU gear for all to see, and talks Mountaineer
sports to an area that before his arrival barely knew a thing
about West Virginia. I realized along the way that I am where I
am and doing what I’m doing because of the things I had
learned growing up in West Virginia.

We are from a state that gets a bad rap in a lot of ways. Yes,
Appalachians are the last minority it seems acceptable to make
fun of. But we have the most beautiful state and a truly
admirable university. I want everyone within the sound of my
voice to know how impressive my home is and share with
them what it truly means to be a Mountaineer. I don’t know
why when you live somewhere, no matter where it is, all you
can do is think about leaving. But once you do, all you can
think about is coming home.

Dispatches from the Diaspora is  written  by WVU alumni who are living outside

the boundaries of West Virginia, but who remain committed to WVU and the

Eberly College and find creative and thoughtful ways to stay connected.

Broadcasting

Left Coast
from the

Dispatches from the Diaspora

by Matty Staudt



They say you can’t go home again. True,
when I returned to WVU in 2003 it was a
far different place than when I graduated
in 1981. I returned to pursue my
graduate education after a very successful
career as an Air Force aviator. It is a bit
intimidating to return to school in your
forties after having been out of it for so
long. My fears were unfounded. There
are no “old” or “young” Mountaineers
here—only Mountaineers. The week I
arrived, interim Dean Rudolph Almasy
pinned a “flying WV” on my sport coat
as he welcomed me to the College, and
my advisor in History, Dr. Ron Lewis,
instantly put me at ease. The History
Department has been incredible. Every
professor pushed me to new heights and
stretched my capacity to think and
analyze. Moreover, they have allowed me
to pursue topics that interest me. That I
have flourished is due to their
encouragement and support, as well as
teaching and research assistantships,
fellowships, and awards.

Yet coming home was almost accidental.
At the end of my Air Force career, I was
very happy teaching at the U.S. Air Force
Academy, and I had several publications
already under my belt. My department
chair came to me to discuss my post-Air
Force plans. He thought I was a natural
at teaching and wanted me to pursue a
graduate degree. He was an Ivy Leaguer
and he recommended several programs
to me. My other colleagues there
encouraged me to enroll in their schools
in the Washington D. C. area.

My wife and I screened potential
universities and their communities. We
wanted to make sure that no matter how
good the academic program was our
family would have a safe, nurturing
environment combined with good
schools and affordable housing. We were
very picky.

I always kept up with WVU through the
Alumni Magazine, the Eberly College
Magazine, and History Newsletter, and I
was impressed with WVU’s emphasis on
students, its Greatness Campaign, and
the new facilities. While browsing the
WVU website (listening to a football
game on the Internet!), I noticed that my
old advisor, Dr. Steve McCluskey, was still
teaching History. I emailed him to say
“hello” and to ask him about returning to
WVU for grad school—did he think
anyone would want to take me as a
student?  He encouraged me to apply,
which I did. My wife, who’s from
Florida, looked into Morgantown
schools, the community, and real estate.
Both of us had already risked our lives on
the Beltway and I-95, and frankly we
were not enthusiastic about commuting
there. In addition, the prospect of
finding decent housing around D.C. or
the Ivy League on a retired officer’s pay
was disheartening.

As acceptance and rejection letters 
came in, we began to “rack and stack”
programs and communities. I
telephoned prospective departments, and
it readily became clear that the best

program with the greatest opportunities,
the most supportive faculty, and the most
nurturing environment was also the
closest to home. Twenty-two years after
graduating, I returned to WVU as a
student—again!  It has been one of the
most rewarding experiences of my life.
No program could have given me the
opportunities that WVU has. It has no
peer in that regard. I am very grateful to
the History Department, my fellow
graduate students, and the Eberly College
of Arts and Sciences for all they have
done for me. It is clear the Greatness
Campaign worked. Greatness is an
attitude put into practice. Truly, there is
no place like home.
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by Charles D. Dusch, Jr.

A Student’s Eye View:

COMING HOME
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Graduate Students Need Enrichment Dollars Too

by Rudolph P. Almasy

The Eberly College has been very successful in  raising flexible funds, mainly through its 1994 Centennial Undergraduate
Enrichment Campaign, for its undergraduate students. With this issue of the college magazine, it is appropriate to turn
attention to graduate students who need support to study abroad, attend meetings and conferences, visit libraries and
laboratories, and become involved in professional associations. Such support helps graduates move forward with their degree
programs and enter into their professional obligations.

We want to take this opportunity to salute a few people who have established funds which support graduate student
enrichment. Harold Schuler and Edna Bennett Pierce have directed help to the Department of Chemistry. Elaine K.
Ginsberg’s contributions aid students in English and Women’s Studies. Unrestricted funds to support graduate students in the
college have come from Robert Stitzel, Edith and Kes Wilson, and Sandra and Keith McClung. Graduate students themselves
established an MPA (Public Administration) Student Enrichment Endowment, and from an estate gift Social Work students
are helped by the Anna Blair Curtis Endowment. Hats off, also, to Edith Vehse who supports a fund that memorializes her
husband. The William Vehse Graduate Student Fund was started by Gerald Lang, then dean of the college, to honor Dr.
Vehse’s work as a Physics teacher and university administrator.

What is needed now are department-specific funds so that chairs and program directors can have flexible resources for
graduate students who seek to seize opportunities beyond the classroom to extend their education as professionals.

The ways to do this are almost as varied as the students who will benefit from such funding. Current gifts of cash, stocks,
corporate bonds, mutual funds, or real estate work well. Another smart choice is to create a gift which pays you lifetime
income first and provides support for graduate students when your income ends. Including a special gift provision in your
will “to the West Virginia University Foundation, Inc. for the benefit of graduate students in the Eberly College of Arts and
Sciences’ Department of __________” also makes sense - or you may make the WVU Foundation the after-death beneficiary
of a retirement account for this purpose.

Help start such support in your department by contacting Associate Dean Rudolph P. Almasy in the Office of the Dean at
Rudy.Almasy@mail.wvu.edu or 304-293-4611. Graduate students are vital to the work of the Eberly College. They need - and
deserve - our support.


